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PM says 
elections 
will take 
place on 
time 


By Hamdan A1 Hajj 

Special to The Star 
PRIME MINISTER 
Ahdul Salam Al Majali 
confirmed this week 
that ihe next parliamen¬ 
tary elections will run 1 
on iheir constitutional i 
time. Lower House 
■speaker. Sa’ad Hayel Al 
Srour. stressed that the 
government is willing 
to make all preparations | 
for these elections. 

In the King's Letter 
of Designation to Dr Al 
Majali. His Majesty 
made it clear that the 
new government will be 
responsible for the 
holding of the elections, 
before"’ 8 November. 

The government-has 
it options wide open. 
Ohservers believe it 
could hold the elections 
as early .is September, 
depending on when it 
feels the process is 
complete to hold it. 
Ideally, the observers 
believe. preparations 
for elections should 
start four months in 
advance. 

But while the govern¬ 
ment is talking about 
new elections, some 
deputies argue for the 
an extraordinary session 
of the current House. 
After all. they point out 
that the Iasi elections 
were held when the 
Lower House was sLill 
in session. 

Such a view has 
created much constitu¬ 
tional debate. But these 
deputies are saying that 
the continuation of the 
Lower House would 
help safeguard against 
ihe creation ot a consti¬ 
tutional vacuum. 

Despite the fact that 
the Majali government 
has only been in office 
for less than two weeks, 
it has already come 
under fire from the 
opposition (See related 
story). Some, notably 
Islamic Action Front 
deputies arc saying that 
the government has 
come to make sure that 
ihe results of the elec¬ 
tions arc to its liking. 

Islamic Action Front 

Continued on page 3 
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Opposition attacks Majali government 

Islamists, leftists seek unity 
to offset new center alliance 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Sniff Writer 
THE JORDANIAN opposition 
is not celebrating (he arrival of 
the new government under 
Prime Minister Dr Abdel 
Salam Al Majali. Indeed, they 
are gearing up to confront him. 

Majali's last government 
was accused by some opposi¬ 
tion parties of tampering with 
the results of the November 
1993 general elections. They 
also felt that his first govern¬ 
ment had also checked their 
role in Parliament. 

Majali's return to power this 
time to prepare the country for 
a fresh parliamentary elections 
in November has sent alarm 
bells ringing once again among 
the opposition. As a result they 
are beginning to unite ranks to 
confront what they call 
"attempts to marginalize 
them." 

The opposition began to feel 
the heat since eight centrist, 
pro-establishment parties, 
formed a new National Consti¬ 
tutional Party (NCP) last 
month. Dr Al Majali was the 
architect of this alliance. 

The new formation is send¬ 
ing shock waves among the 
opposirion parties, who are 
lead by the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF). the largest politi¬ 
cal grouping in the country. 

“The Parliamentary elections 
will take place regardless of 
who supervises them." says 
Salem Al Nahas, general secre¬ 
tary of the leftist People’s 
Democratic Party. “However, 
the government wants the 
opposition parties to remain 
weak and to even kill their 
influence in Parliament." 

By doing this. Nahas adds, 
the government wants "to send 
a message to the world that Jor¬ 
danians do not oppose the [Jor- 
danian-lsraeU] peace treaty." 

Islamists too. seem to be 
fearful of Al Majali's designa¬ 
tion to lead the country into the 
next elections. However, Ham- 
zah Mansour. spokesman of 
the IAF in the Lower House 
says that “it’s too early to 
judge Al Majali's 
government." 

But their are those in the 
party who call for the forma¬ 
tion of an "Islamic-leftist alli¬ 
ance to fight the elections," an 
idea that would have been 
strongly rejected before the 
advent of the new government. 

Dr Abdallah Al Akaileh, a 
high ranking figure in the IAF, 
got the ball rolling when he 
first proposed the idea of “the 



Majali 

need for Islamic participation 
in government and share in the 
decision-making process." 

However, his call was seen as 
an aci of sacrilege by the hawks 
in the mainstream Islamic 
movement, who (together with 
the doves.) base their stand on 
their rejection of the Jondan- 
Israel peace treaty. 

Al Akaileh maintains (hat the 
one-man-one-vote electoral 

system "limits Islamic repre¬ 


sentation in Parliament." He 
believes this government will 
'forge election results to limit 
the size n! the Islamists." 

He says the government 
hopes to down-size Islamic rep¬ 
resentation in the coming par¬ 
liament to a "symbolic 10 
scats." The Islamists controlled 
24 seats after the 1989 elec¬ 
tions and 14 in the Iasi 
Parliament. 

AI Akaileh believes that the 
best response by the Islamists 
is to create an alliance with left¬ 
ists and pan-Arabist parties 
who would fight the com ing 
election under a united list. 

He argues that such a "wide 
based national alliance" would 
help opposition parties gain the 
largest share of scats and help 
the opposition to "actively par¬ 
ticipate in the executive branch 
(government] and in decision 
making." 

He adds that such an alliance 
will "block the government's 
attempt to tamper with election 
results." 

NCP officials were firm 
about their decision to partici¬ 
pate in the next elections and to 


compete with the Islamists and 
other opposition parties "which 
is seen as part ol the demo¬ 
cratic process." 

Al AhJ party, the NCP 
mainstream, is headed by for¬ 
mer minister Abdel Hadi Al 
Majali. the premier’s brother, 
has always been at odds with 
the Islamists. He believes that 
the NCP will compete strongly 
with Islamists, and suggests 
that the new coalition party 
could form the next 
government. 

AI Njhas believes that since 
the Prime Minister was behind 
the binh of the NCA. he will 
use the new party as "a back¬ 
up to serve the interest of the 
government in the elections." 

The opposition believes that 
Dr Majali. who negotiated and 
kuer signed the peace treaty 
with Israel, will work to bring 
the process hack on track, and 
continue on the read to 
normalization. 

Observers sec the present 
government as “transitional", 
ityji will concentrate on dpmes- 

Cnntinued on page 3 



Palestinians clashed with Israeli soldiers for the seventh day in a row, Thursday . 
near the West Bank city of Bethlehem and Ramallah. Hundreds of protesters were 
reported injured. Meanwhile , the (JS special envoy to the Middle East, Dennis Ross, 
returned to Israel and the Palestinian territories in an effort to quell the fighting 
and revive the peace process. He met with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in 
Morocco on Thursday. The Palestinians are demanding a halt to Israeli settlement 
building in Jerusalem. Israel accuses the Palestinian leader of instigating the vio¬ 
lence and giving the green light to last Friday's suicide bombing in Tel Aviv, (see 
related stories inside) 


Sudanese rebels seize southern 
border, push towards Juba 


By Marik Huband 
CAIRO—Sudanese opposition 
forces said this week they had 
seized control of the country’s 
entire southern border with 
Zaire and Uganda after captur¬ 
ing a garrison town, and were 
preparing to attack the govern¬ 
ment-held city of Juba. 

The Sudan People s Libera¬ 
tion Army said it had captured 
ihe southern town of Kajo-Kuji. 
expelling government forces 
from the states of While Nile 
and Western Equaloria. An 
SPLA statemeni issued in the 
Eritrean capital Asmara said 
government forces were retreat- 
ine towards Juba, within 30 
miles of the southern front. 

Li Gen Omar Hassan El- 
Bashir. Sudan's president, 
called upon opponents of the 
Islamic government to return 
from exile in neighbouring 
countries, though without sug¬ 
gesting that their return would 
lead to any change in govern¬ 
ment policy. 

Sudanese government lorccs 
have, since last October, been 



Bashir 

under attack from an alliance of 
southern and northern opposi¬ 
tion forces grouped under (he 
umbrella of the National Demo¬ 
cratic Alliance. The NDA. of 
which the SPLA is the main 
military component. also 
claimed responsibility this 
week for an at rack on govern¬ 
ment forces close to the Ethio¬ 
pian border, in which it claimed 


io have killed I (HI government 
troops. 

The NDA this week threat¬ 
ened with violence all foreign 
companies operating in Sudan, 
deeming them legitimate mili¬ 
tary targets. The threat was spe¬ 
cifically directed at the Cana¬ 
dian Arakis Energy 
Corporation which, with Chi¬ 
nese and Malaysian partners, 
recently signed a 25-year oil 
exploration deal with the Suda¬ 
nese government believed it* fx* 
worth Slhn. 

The capture of Kajo-K.iji 
comes two weeks alter the u«n- 
cmincnt in Khartoum accused 
Uganda ol launching air raids 
against its forces in southern 
Sudan from bases in north-easi 
Zaire. Khartoum accused the 
Ugandans of assisting the 
SPLA by using areas Zaire 
now controlled by the lorccs ot 
Laurent Kabila, the Zairean 
rebel leader. I'mm which l*' 
launch the alluiks- 

Thc accusation. which 
Uganda denies. raiseJ the ques¬ 
tion of whether those behind 


central Africa's current uphea¬ 
val are intent upon coiifroming 
several perceived sources of 
iusi.ihiliiv simultaneously. 

By cih.siur.igmg Knbifj's 
rebellion in Zaire. Uganda and 
Ruanda have dispersed the 
Hutu refugees and iheir Zair¬ 
ean allies, by whom they were 
threatened. Mobutu Scse Seko. 
Zaire's president, is regardeJ 
throughout ihe region as hav¬ 
ing encouraged regional insta¬ 
bility. and is ihiu serious!v 
threatened by Kabila’s 
rebellion. 

Similarly, by encouraging 
the northern and southern 
Sudanese opposition io co¬ 
ordinate their el Ions. Uganda 
along with Ethiopia and Eri¬ 
trea. .isvjsted last year by 
S20m-worth oj L : S military 
assistance i»t these three coun¬ 
tries. have ul.su mounted the 
most Mgmfieam threat the 
Khartoum government has vcl 
laced. 

Bv pushing Sudanese and 

Continued on page 2 
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Shin Bet is outraged as 
Palestinian, Israeli security 
coordination breaks down 


By Marjorie Miller and 
Rebecca Trounson 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Soon after a Jewish soldier 
opened fire on Hebron’s Arab 
market List January, the heads 
of Israeli and Palestinian secur¬ 
ity forces jumped into action to 
prevent rioting. 

Pj/esjinj.ui securiiy chief 
Jihril Rajoub. Israeli intelli¬ 
gence chief Ami Avalon and 
Defense Minister Yitzhak Mor- 
dechai joined forces in the pub¬ 
lic square where the shooting 
had taken place, calmed the sit¬ 
uation and w ere hailed for their 
teamwork. 

Less than three months later, 
many Israeli and Palestinian 
officials say that what seemed 
to be a giant leap forward in 
cooperation may have been a 
last hurrah. 

Following the Tel Aviv eafe 
bombing and Israel’s suspen¬ 
sion of political negotiations, 
the Palestinian Authority this 
week announced that it was 
cutting off all meaningful 
security cooperation. 

But in fact, coordination 
between the security forces has 
been declining steadily over 
the past few months, as Israeli 
officials came to believe the 
Palestinian Authority was "pre¬ 
serving the option of violence" 
and Palestinian leaders decided 
Israel was using them to do 
their dirty work without mak¬ 
ing significant political conces¬ 
sions in return. 

Today, cooperation ha* com¬ 
pletely broken down between 
the Israeli General Security 
Service, known as Shin BeL 
and its one-time Palestinian 
partners—particularly Rajoub 
in ihe West Bank Palestinian 
Preventive Securiiy and 
MnhammaJ Duhlan. the 
agency’s Gaza Strip chief. 

Rajoub and Duhlan represent 
a larger Palestinian securiiy 
establishment made up of sev¬ 
eral independent forces. Amin 
Hindi, a brigadier general and 
head m the General Intelli¬ 
gence Service in Gaza, con¬ 
curred »iih the gloomy 
assessment. 

"Securiiy coordination is 
linked to political coordination, 
and ihe relaiionship between 
ihe Palestinian Authority and 
Israel is deieriorjiing." Hindi 
said. "What is security coordi¬ 
nation without political eoordi- 
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nation1 don’t work for them 
(the Israelis). I’m not a 
collaborator." 

Coordination between Israeli 
and Palestinian security forces 
has never been easy, but it has 
been effective at times. The 
iw'o sides officially began 
working together in 1994. 
when the Palestinian leadership 
relumed to the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank town of Jericho 
under the so-called Oslo peace 
agreement that Israel signed 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organization in September 
1993. 


Rajoub and Dahlan were 
well-known to the Israelis as 
organizers of the seven-year 
Palestinian uprising, or inti¬ 
fada. and Rajoub had spent 17 
years in Israeli jails. The Pales¬ 
tinian security chiefs knew 
their terrain well, and for that 
reason the Israelis thought they 
were right lor the job. 

"Wc understood that 
because wc were not ruling big 
parts of Gaza and the West 
Bank, we urgently needed for 
these intelligence gaps to be 
filled by Palestinians." said 
Yuafcov Perry, who retired as 
chief of Shin Bet in February 
1995. 

"There were ups and downs. 
Generally speaking, the lies 
were personal and profes¬ 
sional. ... Of course, the 
amount ol effort and informa¬ 
tion Israel was ready to give 
was much more than wc got 
hack. But they did their jobs.” 
Perry said. The Palestinians 
foiled several would-be suicide 
bombers. 

"It was not a love story." 
added former Shin Bcl chief 
Carmi Gillon. "It was an ‘inter¬ 
est’ story on both sides. The 
Palestinian interest w;ls to 

Continued on page 2 


Arab Bank presents 
budget, final account 


Amman (Star)— 

The Arab Bank 
Shareholders Gen¬ 
eral Assembly held 
its 67th meeting at 
the Arab Bank 
Building in Amman 
on Friday under the 
Chairmanship of 
Mr Ahdul Majeed 
Shoman. Chairman 
of the Board, and in 
the presence of the 
Companies Comp¬ 
troller at the Minis¬ 
try of Industry 
together with Arab 
Bank shareholders 
front various Arab ] 
countries. 

The meeting dis¬ 
cussed the general budget the final accounts and the 
Board of Directors report. 





































THE STAR 


29 MARCH 19 OT !-:% 


Stamp exhibition celebrating 50th birthday of Crown Prince * 

A journey into Hashemite history 


By Marwan As mar 
Star Staff Writer 

IT WAS a journey into ihc labyrinth of 
Arab history. The latest stamp exhibi¬ 
tion celebrating (he SOth birthday of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, was a gold mine not only 
for the avid stamp collector but also for 
the most diiigcnr historian. 

What was unique and appropriate 
about this threc-day event was that it 
provided a detailed chronology of the 
Hashemites in the Arab world before 
and after the rise of the Arab nation¬ 
state. 

The exhibition, titled "the History of 
ihc Hashemites through Stamps," was 
organized by the Jordan Philatelic Club 
(JPC). It was a fascinating display of 
dates, places, events and leaders in 
Hashemite history up till the present 
day. 

On show was 65 stands of the most 
valuable stumps not only in Jordan but 
probably in the Arab world. Three of 
these stands were provided by the Min¬ 
istry of Post and Telecommunications to 
celebrate Prince Hassan’s golden jubi¬ 
lee and the First-Day Cover especially 
issued for the occasion. "The rest of the 
stands were a treasure trove of rare 
stamps about Hashemite rule in various 
historical eras." the head of the JPC. 
fbraham Mahredjan told The Star. 

Indeed the exhibition showed the 
expanse of Hashemite presence in 
HijiU. Syria. Iraq and of course Jordan. 



Mr Mahredjan said the first stamps 
used in the Arab world were Ottoman 
stamps. Indeed, the earliest stamp in the 
exhibition dated back to 1862. 

But these stamps were distinctive in 
the sense (hat they had an A>ab mark on 
them showing the places where they 
were issued from. Thus, there were 
Ottoman stamps with postal marks from 
Madina. Mecca, and Taif for instance. 
Similarly there were stamps from differ¬ 
ent cities in the Arab world. Not only 
Madaba. Karak and Salt had a place in 
the event hut also Beirut. Tripoli. 
Damascus. Alepo. and Latekia. This is 
of course not to mention the postal 
marks of Baghdad and Basra. 
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indeed looking at ihe exhibition one 
conjures up a picture of the past, about 
how things must have heen like, and 
about the intricacies of politics at that 
lime and about past economic and 
social events. Thus, there were stamps 
commemorating the establishment of 
the Hijnz. Railway in I90U. 

The Hashemite presence comes nn 
very strong in these stamps. In I'JtlN the 
Hashemites in Arabia, first used their 
names on Ottoman stamps with the 
printing of "Hashemite Government." 

By 1916 another significant change 
occurred in the history of the Arab 
world. Alter the successful Arab 
Revolt, the Hashemites. under the lead¬ 
ership of Shcrif Hussein Bin Ali. started 
for the first time to 
I frank slumps with 
I the word "Arab". 

. : “The Arab Hushc- 

• mite Government 
j Post" began to be 
i used. This signaled 
1 the rise of Hashe¬ 
mite prominence in 

! the rest of the Arab 
| world. "Arab" for 
S instance can he 
. inferred to mean 
1 that the Hashemite- 

• wanted to establish 
j ./ centralized Arab 
; government for the 
; whole of the Ar.ih 
; world. 

Another point 
. should be undcr- 
‘ stood from this w.i- 

• that the Hashemites 
w anted vcr> much 
to overthrow the oak 
of Ottoman colonial 
rule in (he Arab 
naiitm. 

“On the same Jay 
of the crowing. ot 
Prince Faisal o'er 
Svria in 8 April 
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1920. the first Arab stamp in the region 
was printed in Damascus." Mahredjan 
said. This was' alluded to mean the rise 
of the centralized state in Syria. How¬ 
ever slightly before that and in keeping 
with Hashemite tradition. Ottoman 
stamps used to he embossed with the 
heading of “Arab Government." 

There was also Ottoman stamps with 
the "Kingdom of Damascus," "the State 
of Damascus" or "the Arab Govern¬ 
ment" emblems. In addition to that, 
there were stamps issued by the French 
and British Mandate authorities. 

We gel the feeling from the exhibi¬ 
tion that the region was inundated with 
different kinds of stamps that showed 
particular rulers and historical periods. 
The siLuminn in Iraq was no different 
from the rest of the region. The reign 
of the Hashemites dominated. 

On display was Ottoman stamps used 
in Iraq. Arab stamps with the picture of 
King Faisal I. of King Ghazi ibn Faisal, 
of King Faisal II and of other royal 
stamps. 

The richest stands however, were the 
stumps of the Hashemites of Jordan, 
starting with those about the reign of 
the late King Abdallah up to His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

Again looking at the stamps was a 
stroll in memory lane. Although stamps 
with the mark of the "Government of 
Transjordan" began to be used after 
the situation, continued to be 
fluid. In the emirate, stamps from the Al 
Hijaz and from Syria continued to be 
used regularly. However, on the stands 
we were introduced to the stamps of 
Emir Abdallah and it continued till 'he 
independence of Jordan in 1946. Since 
then there were stamps bearing the fig¬ 
ure of King Tala I and later the crowning 
•if King Hussein. 

The Jordan collection was rich. 
Besides the King Hussein collection 
there was the Prince Hassan collection, 
other Iordan i a* personalities and 
stamps commemorating national, politi- 
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cal. social and international events 
which Jordan celebrated along with the 
world international community. 

In a word, the exhibition was breath¬ 
taking. If taken seriously, stamp collec¬ 
tion can cost a fortune. The price tag of 
the stamps on display was more than JD 
440.000. 

They have been collected aver the 
years through the efforts of Mr Mahred¬ 
jan and the Jordan Philatelic Club 
which was established in 1979. The 
club, whose honorary president is Her 
Royal Highness Princess Alia Bint AI 
Hussein, has about 240 members. 

What is remarkable is that over 
10.000 Hashemite stamps were on dis¬ 
play at the Royal Cultural Center, But 
there are a lot more stamps from all __ 
over the world. Mahredjan. jj^sThat He*’ 
alone has 3.5 million Palestinian stamps 
from the OttomarC dayCdip tilfe jtie ; 
present Palestinian National Authority. 
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Sudanese rebels seize 
border, push towards Juba 

Continued from page 1 

Zairean government troops and Rwandan Hutus away from their 
borders. Uganda and Rwanda have created rebel-held security buf¬ 
fers in areas which less than six month's ago were the source of 
their instability. 

The NDA this week rejected an offer of mediation made by 
Sheikh Zaid bin Sultan Al-Nahayan. president of the United should 
first accept that the conflict is internal. Khartoum has portrayed its 
increasingly confident opponents as fighting on behalf of neigh¬ 
bouring states threatened by its alleged support for militant groups 
operating throughout the region. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 
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Dunss Guh Amman... now under construction 


The finest mufti-sports and social Club for members only is pleased to announce that applications for membership are invited 

For further informafion please contact our Membership Sales Office located at Abdoun Circle, Cairo Road. Citibank Building, 2nd floor 
Tel. (962-6) 81 4 720, 814479, 81721 7, Fax. (962-6) 865914, P. O. Box 2610, Amman 11181, Jordan, E-Mail, dunesamm@nets.com.jo 
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move on the 
GiHon left his post 
heta of Shin Bet in 
1996. a month afterdhe 
nation of the Hamas' 
movement’s top bomb 
Yehiya Ayash, whicn;;.9faJfc= 
widely auributedto his a^ncy.' 

Ayash’s murder itt the fhlSsj' 
rinian-niled Gaza Striprrjgf 
exploding mobile tefephdn^?^ 
was an embarrassment to 
linian leader Yasser Arafat rarfgv 
infuriated his security .. 

“in killing Ayash, 
showed it was not sincere.>«j:^g^' 
security coordination with »s,- 
Hindi said. This was ah 
on the sovereignty of the Pales-^ 3 ^ 
union Authority." 

Palestinian cooperimofr^v.^ 
remained uneven until Muslim^. 
extremists from Hamas 
Islamic Jihad set off . 
bombs in Jerusalem*. Ayty J' m 
and Ashkelon over eight daysr^jg-- 
in Februaty and March 
Arafat became convinced- 
terrorism was a threar t& 
peace process—and to 
tinued rule—and launched, 
coordinated crackdown. . 

The attacks did not bong.ir-taj? 
down Arafat, but they did 
pie the Labor government oT; :/vi 
Shimon Peres. Right-Wihgjf^ 
Ukud Party leader Benjarrea 
Netanyahu was elected on. iv 
promise to get fru,CTh «* ■ -■' 

terrorism. 

Soon after his election, haw- ,: >^:Xv n 
ever, Shin Bet told Netanyahtf^-^g; 
to quit lambasting-Amfai. .^at 
Israel depended on Arafat" mf 
the fight against terrorism , 
Netanyahu toned down his 
oric, and the security foreet^i^; 
continued to work well tor seey'jgjgr- 
end months. Israel evofigjf 
allowed Rajoub's rneD to wbri^c^ 
in Jerusalem, so long as they’! . 
battled terrorism. 

But in August, the PNA--' 1 ^^ 
began to release dozens.of dw- JK; 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad acri- 
vists it had rounded up after the 
bombings and Shin Bet "started .;. 
ringing alarm bellSi" according ' 
to a source familiar with-Israeli. ■ -' s^ 
imeIJigence. - 

The following month, Netan- ’ 

Lyabu opened a new.door.to th^' 
,--P 3 smoneaa 4 tonnel-.!n Jenisa- 
Liam's OJd City,- and palestiniai) 
riots broker-out; leading to, 
armed clashes between’ rales- 
linian police and Israeli-/-!}! 
soldiers. . 

’The Shin Bet took the view- 
then that Arafat was preserving; 
the violence option and the ter-.. 
rorist option." said the source.; !“'•" 1 
who asked not to be identified. 

The Palestinians were grow¬ 
ing irritated with Shin Bet. The ' 

Israelis kept giving them lists • <;>•. 
of alleged Hamas activists 
whom they wanted arrested.’ - 
When the Palestinians would 
arrest some, they would get a 
new list with still other names, 
according to a source dose to 
Palestinian intelligence > ri . :y. 

officials. .■/-It*; 

Some of the people on the ; ,fi 
lists were found to have no link - 
to terrorism and were released. 

The Israelis grew angry, but the 
Palestinians' offer to discuss 
the lists on a case-by-case basis- 
was never taken up, the source :!;| 
said. 

"They (the Israelis) kept. ; re¬ 
moving the goal pasts. What-- j-jV 
ever tte Palestinians did, it was y : y 
never enough," the source said. - 

Shin Bet was mad. too, say-. 
ing they gave Rajoub -the.. 
names of potentially dangerous A 
members of the Popular Front' * 1 - 
for the Liberation of Palestine, 
another group opposed to ;ihe_ - 
peace process, and he did"noth- : Jap¬ 
ing. In December, several 
those allegedly were involved * '■*' 
in the fatal shooting of a 
mother and son from the West 
Bank settlement of Beit Ei. 

Al the same lime, the Rales-' 
tinians were growing more; 
skeptical about Netanyahu T s;' 
commitment to the peace pro^.iv.'^^T; 
cess. Negotiations for a Hebron ■; 
redeployment, took loo long.-iKJ ^-; 
their eyes. In a scheduled 
ther redeployment, TsnteJ-''" ' <£ “ 
agreed to hand over just 2 per-, 
cent of West Bank lands under 
its control. Then, Israel broke ^ 
ground.on a new Jewish, iwagftT.! : -:-r 
borhood in east Jecusaleff^: *. Ak 
where the Palestinians hope to: 
establish their capital one day.^ A 

By the time a suicide 
exploded in Tel Aviv's Apr©:- 
pos cafe last Friday and Israel f 
broke off pea« talks, there was. .; .Vu 
no trust left between security 
forces on the two sides. . 

“The Shin Bet is furious,""*’' 
said the source close to lsraeh 
intelligence circles. Tberr/^^TV! 
view is that they canT;rely 
the Palestinians any more.*’ ‘ 

That is true, ibe Palestinians, >; 

say, so long as Israel freezes;;" 
die political front “We 
see ourselves as only 
guards for Israeli lives wbisu.: .:-' r 4- 
our land and our future is CQtV ^ 
fiscaied," said Hassan Asfotir,a : ; ^; 
Palestinian peace negotiator:.V 7 }>; 

“lf they protect the peace prtP;> ^ 
cess, we will protect them!" ■ '-.i 

: J ?fv. 
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WEEK 


An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 



Kuwaiti supports Dakamseh 

■ A Kuwaiti businessman donated $10000 to the family 
of Jordanian soldier. Ahmed Al Dakamseh. who shot dead 
eight Israeli girls in Baqoura two weeks ago. Abed Al 
Hu meed Mansour Al Mazcidi said it was “humanitarian 
reasons" that led him lu donate the money. Mazeidi said 
that the sight of Dakamseh’s mother crying on television 
led him to make ihe donation. He stressed that he does not 
belong to any political groupings and in no way condones 
the killing of innocent children, buL said that he thought 
that their “families are not innocent because if they were 
for peace, they would noi have supported a war 
government." 

Innocent at heart 

■ Children will remain innocent at heart despite any 
mischavious behavior. Early this week 18 school children 
between the ages of 4 and 5, were taken to hospital in 
Aqaba after being poisoned by medicinal tablets that were 
mistaken for sweets. The story began when a child 
brought to school a small box containing stimulants for 
thyroid gland. During the school break the girl started to 
exchange the tablets passed on as sweets for chocolates 
fmm the other children. And there were a lot of takers. 
Some even took up to four of these “sweets.*' One of the 
children even gave a “sweet” to his teacher. At that point 
suspicion arose and the ambulance was called in 
immediately to take 18 children to hospital. By then the 
children began to display symptoms of drowsiness, but 
doctors reacted quickly’and treated them by cleaning their 
stomachs. All the children have now recovered and 
relumed to their homes. 

Kabariti may not stand for elections 

■ Former Prime 

Minister Abdel Al 
Karim AI Kabariti 
said that he won’t be 
standing again in the 
next parliamentary 
elections that are due 
to uke place 
sometime at the end 
of this year. This is 
not a hasty decision 
and it is thought that 
Mr Kabariti made it 
last week when he 
submitted his 

resignation to His 
Majesty King 

Hussein. Already Al Kabariti 
people are saying that 
Mr Kabariti will 

likely return to private life and carry on his old business of 
money exchanging. If this is true then Mr Kabariti's stint 
in politics would have been really brief as he only became 
a Lower House deputy in 1989. However, it is thought that 
King Hussein would make him an Upper House Senator in 
the very near future. 

Drugs confiscation was highest for *96 

■ Drugs smuggling is the curse of all evil. During 1996 the 
drugs trade increased noticeably. People began to argue that 
Jordan was becoming a transit center for drugs. However, the 
anti-drugs squad was hot on the heels of would be smugglers. 
In that year alone, the squad apprehended 326 drag cases. Of 
these, it confiscated 1348 kilograms of Hashish, 68 kilograms 
of heroin and 43 kilos of opium. However, in the past four 
years, prior to 1996. the total amount of Hashish, caught was 
12556 kilos. This decrease in Hashish is attributed to the fact 
that Lebanon, which was the main producer of the drag in the 
region, today produces very little. 

Private universities under wraps 

■ Cracking down on private universities could be the agenda 
of the new phase. The Higher Education Council (HEQ is 
banning the Amman Private University from accepting 
students for its Economics Faculty for at least one-year. The 
council has also decided to make the University of Applied 
Technology a no-go area for at least two years. The reason 
•riven for what is seen as a drastic action is that these 
universities have been accepting far loo many students, 
certainly much more than their load allows which is set by 
the HEC The council has already taken similar actions with 
regtnd to the Irbid and Jerash Private Universities. To this we 
can only say good show! 



Al Kabariti 



March to Jordan Valley 

- a m-uch is to be held this Friday after the noon prayera 
■ ifIIT Start of (be building of the Israeli 

,n E on jabal Abu Ghneim, It is being organized by 
settlemen jHt activists.” A similar March last 
J-SKU in 1 * Baqn Comp, h i. said (he. 

Fnday too P whjn W as described as a peaceful 

& die camp. However, this Friday's 
demonsmu -, s ,jkely to be big, The organizers, that are 
demonstratio “ e ? ^ ^jHng fw a march that will 

being 10 am all the way to the South Shuna 

stan ftnnii Am A festiva] of solidarity with city of 

in lh® ■* on T l heinc held there at the Martyrs Square in 
Jerusalem £ righ[ after the Friday noon prayer. 

Kara man- uv** Mohammad Oweidah, one of 

Islamic Action n th J thc festival concedes with the 
the organize^' _ and ^ remembrance of the Al 
celehrauori of ^ placc lhis week . He said that the 
Karamah u ^ ^ government aware of the march 
organizers have showed no opposition to it. 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, and Prime Minister Abdel Salam Majali see off Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor who left for the US on Friday. King Hussein has since then undergone his regular medical check up at 
Mayo Clinic and was given a clean bill of health by the doctors . Sunday. The King’s private physician Dr Samir Faraj 
later said that His Majesty was completely free of cancer. The Mayo Clinic doctors recommended that the King under¬ 
goes minor prostate surgery for the removal of part of his swollen prostate gland. Prime Minister Majali, flew today, 
Thursday, to Washington to join King Hussein for the meeting with US President Bill Clinton next week. He is accom¬ 
panied by top officials including Minister of Planning Dr Rima Khalaf. The meeting, scheduled for 1 April, will focus 
on the current crisis in the Middle East peace process and on bilateral relation. 


Islamists, 
leftists seek 
unity to 
offset new 
center 
alliance 

Continued from page 1 

tic issues. Experts are dubbing 
it as the government of the 
“bureaucrats with a touch of 
technocratic elements." 

Political analysts say that 
such a government which will 
work closely with Israel and 
encourage normalization must 
face political opposition. 

“It is the interest of this gov¬ 
ernment to limit the power of 
its opposition, this is logical in 
the democratic game, as long 
as the tools are legitimate." 
said Dr Abdallah Al Ncqresh. 
professor of political science in 
the University of Jordan. "The 
political battle is open for dif¬ 
ferent competitors where every 
political trend will try to 
expand its base and diminish 
the power of others." 

But Al Neqrish wonders if 
diminishing the size and influ¬ 
ence of the opposition will be 
coming from the government 
or Ihe voters. He says that if it 
is coming from thc street then 
the opposition faces a real 
challenge when it has to com¬ 
pete with others. 

Meanwhile, opposition par¬ 
ties are clustering together 
already. Three pan-Arabist par¬ 
ties and independent Nasseritc 
figures announced, this week 
that they were merging under 
the name of National fpan- 
Arabist] Front. The panics arc 
the Arab Socialist Bu'alh 
(ASBPt. National (pan- 
Arabist] Action Front and the 
Arab Land Party. 

"The aim of the alliance is 
not only to ran lor the elec¬ 
tions or to face the centrist coa¬ 
lition, but to create a heavy 
weight pan-Arabist front in 
Jordan and the Arab world." 
says deputy Khalil Haddadin 
of the AS B P. 

On the other hand, extensive 
meetings have been held in 
Irbid and Zarqu recently bring¬ 
ing together activists from 
opposition panics nnd other 
institutions.' Participants had 
one main demand in mind: 
Unity among opposition 
forces. They also called for a 
popular conference to draw up 
whai they called a "national 
salvation program." ■ 


PM says elections will 
take place on time 

Continued from pagel 

deputy Abdallah Al- 

Akailah goes further. He 
has accused the govern¬ 
ment of preparing itself 
to reduce Islamist repre¬ 
sentation in Parliament i 
by forging election 
results. He told thc local 
papers that the Majali 
government will seek to 
minimize the number of 
IAF controlled seats in 
Parliament to no more 
than 10 seats. 

As deputies and politi¬ 
cal parties try to form an 
opinion of the new gov¬ 
ernment. National Action 

Front deputy Taha Al ;— 1 

Habahbeh announced ._ . fll 

(hai (he term of the cur- MAkaUeh 
rent Parliament must be 
extended because there is 

talk of a possibility of a Jordanian-Palestinian con federal ion. 

But the Majali government is not paying attention to these 
claims. Ministry of Interior sources stressed that preparations 
for the elections will he announced soon. 

Deputies have not yet made up their mitul to ask for an 
extraordinary session. However, deputies AhduJIjh Al Akai- 
Ich and Abdul Raof Rawabdeh hn\e been trying to gather sup¬ 
port from their colleagues for an extraordinary Lower House 
session. ■ 
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Classifieds 


W-vf: Sale 


GATEWAY 2000 Color- 
Book^ 256 Color 8Mb 


50Mhz. 4X CD-ROM, 3.5" 
Floppy, FaxModem, Bap, 
Manual, Disks. JD 1950. 
phone, 601448 


Rare engravings. Unique 
views of Jerusalem, 
Jerash, Urn Qais and 
Petra. Also views Syria, 
the Holy Land, Lebanon 
and Egypt Phone 664805. 


Free Classifieds 
Fax . 

64*298 


The British are coming. 

6 days a week 


Welcome ro the real flavour of Britain in the air 6 
days a week* from Amman as we fly you to London 
. . . and the world. Enjoy the high srandani ol 
service and hospitality rhat is synonymous with 
British Airways. 

Convenient timings and top-class in-flight comfort 
combine with our excellent onward connections 
from Hcarlirow Airport Terminal 4 to make this the 
best way to go from here to there... or anywhere. 


But that’s noc all we let you really stretch your 
dinars with the unique British Airways Middle East 
Executive Club. Not only will you ‘cam’ free Bonus 
Miles on your own trips; bur also nominate upro 
6 family members or friends to earn Miles for you 
So you ‘save’ your free Miles faster and keep flying! 

For more information, call your local travel agent 
or British Airways Amman on 828801. 

‘ Effective 13th ApriL 1997. 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The worldTfavourite airline 
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Our Say 


Resurrecting the peace 

FOR THE whole of last week the world saw an old and familiar face of the Mid¬ 
dle East: That of massive civilian protests against Israeli occupation and suicide 
bombings in the heart of Tel Aviv. For one week, and more as the cycle of vio¬ 
lence continues into its second week, there was no trace of the Middle East pro¬ 
cess; no evidence that it had ever existed; no serious effort to salvage it and no 
sign that the spark that first ignited it was to be extinguished. 

But it was not business as usual as well. Nothing normal about angry and un¬ 
armed Palestinian youth putting themselves in the line of Israeli gunfire: nothing 
normal about a Palestinian suicide bomber blowing himself up in a crowded Is¬ 
raeli cafe. What was normal though, was Israeli intransigence and indifference to 
the cause of this debacle. What was normal was a second US veto in the Security 
Council criticizing Israel's building of a settlement in occupied East Jerusalem. 

And as Israelis braced themselves for the possibility of a return of the specter 
of suicide bombings in their midst, the Palestinians were getting ready for a long 
confrontation. The political process was replaced by a militant one and the peace 
process suddenly collapsed like a house of cards. Was it all in vain? 

The Palestinians cannot be held responsible for the fast deterioration in the 
peace process. They remain the victims in this sordid saga. They are still under 
the ugliest form of occupation the world has known since the Second World War. 
Israel's occupation of Palestine has all the ingredients of genocide; ethnic cleans¬ 
ing. economic blockade, political isolation and deprivation, land expropriation 
and national humiliation. The Palestinians cannot be held responsible because 
they have the most to lose from a dead peace- process. If Israel can afford to aban¬ 
don the peace process, the Palestinians cannot. 

But that is all elementary. Unless one believes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's claims that peace and settlements do not contradict each other, and 
lhai the Palestinians should not have high hopes about regaining their occupied 
lands, and that building in Jabal Abu Ghneim is an Israeli internal matter rhat 
concerns no one. and that there will never be a Palestinian state and that Israel 
still wants peace. 

To say that the collapse of the peace process is catastrophic is an understate¬ 
ment. It means that people cannot enjoy hope any more. It means that future gen¬ 
erations will inherit a legacy of hatred and murder. It means that no party will 
ever feel secure in this part of the world; not the Israelis and not the Arabs. It 
means that we will all be denied our sacred right to live in freedom and security 
and to seek prosperity and happiness. 

Mr Netanyahu should not get away with it. But he is. The United States has 
committed a terrible blunder by looking the other way as an impetuous Netanya¬ 
hu destroys the work of many years. It is academic now to talk about lost credi¬ 
bility. but the US should do much more than send Mr Dennis Ross 10 the region if 
it wants to resurrect the peace process.® 


Hong Kong residents wove Chinese flogs at a rally, Sunday, celebrating the 100-day 
countdown to Chinese rule. Britain will hand over Hong Kong to China on 1 July. 
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A view from America 


At what point do we 
honor our principles? 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

US Shir correspondent 

THE TRAGIC, unconscionable 
incident on the lsraeli- 
Jordanian border in which sev¬ 
en young female students were 
killed and others wounded by a 
'‘deranged" Jordanian soldier 
was not the first of its kind and 
most probably will not be the 
last unfortunately and sadly. 
The atmosphere of hatred, mis¬ 
trust and injustice, both per¬ 
ceived and real, between Israe¬ 
lis and Palestinians and other 
neighboring Arabs was and will 
be a fertile breeding ground for 
such acts. 

(To his great credit. His Ma¬ 
jesty King Hussein immediate¬ 
ly went to Israel and gave per¬ 
sonal condolences to the 
families of the bereaved. This 
may have prevented instant re¬ 
taliation and certainly it made 
the King stand tall as a leader 
of peace, i 

A few years ago an Egyptian 
guard in the Sinai opened fire 
on a group of Israeli tourists 
killing and wounding several. 
He was officially branded as 
■deranged." So was Baruch 
Goldstein, who opened fire on 
Palestinian worshipers in Heb¬ 
ron, killing over 30 inside the 
mrsque. So was the Israeli set¬ 
tler who recently turned his ma¬ 
chine gun on Palestinian shop¬ 
pers in the Hebron market. The 
assassin of Yitzhak Rabin grew 
up in this same atmosphere of 
mutual hatred and mistrust. 
More would-be assassins and 
bombers are in the making in 
this sen same unholy breeding 
ground in the Holy Land. 

Deplorable as is this reality 
is. it remains somehow under¬ 
standable given the long history 
of A rah-Israeli hostilities and 
grievances. What is even more 
deplorable, however, and total¬ 
ly not understandable is the 
failure of the Clinton adminis¬ 
tration to recognize the vicious 
cycle and its inherent dangers 
to the entire Middle East, its re¬ 
sources icili. its regimes imany 
of whom are friends of the US f. 
and its refusal to act as the sen¬ 
ior. impartial honest broker and 


mediator. 

The adventurous 
scheme of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu in 
usurping more land 
around East Jerusalem 
ro construct yet an¬ 
other settlement in de¬ 
fiance of international 
law. UN resolutions 
and even US-stated of¬ 
ficial positions may be 
explained by his elec¬ 
tion promises, ideolog¬ 
ical background, pres¬ 
sures from Israeli 
hawks and even ex¬ 
pansionist zeal. But 
Washington's use of 
the veto in the UN se¬ 
curity Council to abort 
a European-sponsored 
resolution aimed al 
censuring Netanyahu’s 
scheme is dangerous—not just 
deplorable—and beyond under¬ 
standing. This renewed US 
threat to use the veto again if 
another move in the same di¬ 
rection is made in the Security 
Council only pours more oil on 
already glowing members. 

The U$ veto reflects a poli¬ 
cy trend that is exceedingly 
dangerous to the future of US 
interests and the Middle East 
for the following reasons: 

■ It totally undermines the 
role of the US as an honest bro¬ 
ker and mediator which made 
the peace process and the Ma¬ 
drid Meeting possible. In the 
eyes of Muslims and Arabs it 
places the United States in the 
rank of “enemy" and accom¬ 
plice. Especially this is true 
now- that Clinton is in his sec¬ 
ond term, free of electoral pres¬ 
sures. and ostensibly much 
wiser and experienced regard¬ 
ing this thorny 

issue. 

■ It undermines the credibil¬ 
ity and any legitimacy of re¬ 
gimes friendly to the US in the 
Arab and Muslim world. These 
governments have lew. if any. 
excuses remaining to justify 
US reasoning, while their own 
strong ties with and support for 
Washingcbn'has led to their de¬ 
pendence on the US. 



The only ones gaining in this 
process are extremists, funda¬ 
mentalists. fanatics and other 
destructive elements. The rise 
of fundamentalist violence in 
several countries is just the 
proverbial tip of the iceberg. 
This frustration, coupled with 
economic hardship, local re¬ 
pression. denial of democratic 
rights and the participatory pro¬ 
cess are combining to form a 
highly volatile mixture. The 
US has come to symbolize the 
worst of the targets of this ha¬ 
tred. Iran is the prime lesson. 
Today the Teheran regime is 
gaining popularity and accepta¬ 
bility by riding the wave of 
anti-US sentiment among the 
masses, intellectuals and many 
officials in that part of the 
world. 

■ It is giving credibility to 
existing fanatics already in 
power.'such as Saddam Husse¬ 
in and Muammar Qaddafi. 
Their perceived opposition to 
the US and regional govern¬ 
ments friendly To Washington 
is bringing them real and sym¬ 
bolic support, such that they 
may become models to be cop¬ 
ied by disenchanted young offi¬ 
cers "and intellectuals in tradi¬ 
tionally calm countries. 

_■ Islamic fundamentalism, 
especially concerning- the sup¬ 
port for Jerusalem, is not con¬ 


futed to Palestinians and/or Ar¬ 
abs but encompasses hundreds 
of millions from the Philip¬ 
pines to India. Pakistan. Ban¬ 
gladesh. and the very heart of 
Europe. The US veto regarding 
settlements in Jerusalem, for 
example, strengthened Prime 
Minister Arhakan’s position 
among Turkish voters and se¬ 
verely damaged the image of 
other friends in the area. 

■ America's stance is dan¬ 
gerously undermining the trend 
toward democratization and re¬ 
spect of human rights—two 
major US declared goals in the - 
Islamic world. If the US con¬ 
tinues to behave unilaterally 
voting and veteoing measures 
supported by the rest of the 
world, then what value does 
democracy have? If the present 
US trend in international law. 
UN resolutions and human 
rights in the Middle East con¬ 
tinues. then what is the real 
value of these principles? 

President Clinton and his ad¬ 
ministration will do well to. 
serve US interests, values and 
friends by taking another look 
at its hazardous route and intro¬ 
duce some change before it is 
too late. Preserving the image 
and political promises of the. 
hawkish Israeli Prime Minister 
is too expensive a price to pay. 


Tinpot imperialism holds 

s way in Israel 


APPROPRIATELY, IT rained. 
Eretz Israel arrived at the foot 
of Jabal Abu Ghneim— Har 
Homa to its military land¬ 
lords—with armour, helicop¬ 
ters and an honor guard for the 
bulldozers. Some honor this 
building work as an act of colo¬ 
nialism by the Israeli govern¬ 
ment, timed to pay off the polit¬ 
ical debts of the prime minister. 
Benjamin Netanyahu. These 
flats do not need to be built. 
They do not need to be built on 
a Palestinian hillside. And they 
do not need to be built now. 

If there is no violent out¬ 
break, that will be a blessing, 
for the prospect for Middle 
East peace (defined minimally 
as the absence of bloodshed) is 
bleaker than for some time. It is 
indeed time for the friends of 
Israel to clarify the extent and 
the nature of our friendship. 
We say for the existence of the 
Israeli state within secure boun¬ 
daries and with a right to de¬ 
fend itself internally and exter¬ 
nally against terrorism—; yes. 
But for a policy of tinpot impe¬ 
rialism. contemptuous of legal 
process and blinkered in its re¬ 
fusal to see that the Palestinian 
national entity exists and will 
have to be recognised—no. 

The more earth is moved and 
concrete laid, the greater the 
puzzle grows over the Netanya¬ 
hu government’s longer-run in¬ 
tentions. Evidently, he has no 
use for Yasser Arafat and the 
prospect of a Palestinian state 
that he embodies. Some of Ne¬ 
tanyahu's coalition henchmen 
talk openly about assassinating 
the Palestinian leader. But what 
sort of calculation can be be¬ 
hind that threat? 

Construction work at Har 
Homa is only going ahead be¬ 
cause Arafat is weak. He has 
no leverage over the Israeli 
government, but few other but¬ 
tons to push. He is capable of 

inciting insurrection, but may¬ 
hem on the streets could be 
dangerous to his position and 
the rule of the Palestinian Au¬ 
thority. 

The Israeli government, at 
one and the same time, wants 
to hold Arafat responsible 
while denying him the supports 
that would make his responsi¬ 
bility operational. Does Netan¬ 
yahu have some alternative Pal¬ 
estinian leader up his sleeve? 
Does he really think that anar¬ 
chy—which could surely fol¬ 
low Arafat’s disappearance—is 


going to make colonial govern¬ 
ment any easier? 

Or does he, perhaps, have 
some unannounced model in 
which the Palestinians simply 
disappear? The saga of Jerusa¬ 
lem’s municipal boundaries— 
to be chopped, changes and 
gerrymandered at whim—has 
lately shown how unwelcome 
the Netanyahu coalition finds 
the idea of assimilation. Too 
often it seems as if he and his 
even less attractive coalition 
partners dream of the West 
Bank, even those densely pop¬ 
ulated Arab suburbs of Old Je¬ 
rusalem. as terra nultius, their 
inhabitants a tribe of ghosts to 
be wished away, decimated... 
exterminated? 

That is a loaded word. But 
suppose, for the sake of argu¬ 
ment, the Palestinian population 
were to turn overnight into 
peace-loving and harmless folk: 
Israel would still be overturning 
their legal claims to place and 
property. 

Because he has nowhere else 
to go, Arafat may be persuaded 
to swaiio Har Homa and contin¬ 
ue talking, fair accompli. Dur¬ 
ing his visit to Israel. King 
Hussein hinted at trade-offs: an 
airport for Gaza, release of pris¬ 
oners. better connections be¬ 
tween the autonomously admin¬ 
istered West Bank areas and 
Gaza. Formally, these are, of 
course, points comained within 
the existing Israeli-Palestinian 


LURIE'S 


Interim Agreement: from the 
Palestinian point of view. Israel 
is already committed, and can¬ 
not brandish them as a sweeten¬ 
er. 

But. a brighter light in a dark 
land-scape. King Hussein may 
have a continuing role to play 
as honest broker. In the after- 
math of the revolting killing of 
Israeli girls at the Jordan Val¬ 
ley, his demeanour impressed 
al! sides. So. too, did the Israeli 
response. Surely there was a 
lesson in those dealings after 
the deaths—that inter-state rela¬ 
tionships can survive, perhaps 
be strengthened, by cool heads 
after the actions of the mad¬ 
dened and the maniac. Does not 
that, too, point towards the ba¬ 
sic need for Israel to aid the 
creation of a Palestinian state? 

Recently Arafat ' was in 
Washington DC His visit came 
within days of Netanyahu's arri¬ 
val in Moscow. How the world 
has turned since tbe days when 
Middle East relationships could 
be mapped on a Cold War grid. 
But the United States stiU 
stands alone as Mend of the Is¬ 
raeli government, as it did when 
che United Nations voted on [Ja¬ 
bal Abu GhneimJ Har Homa. 
There are reasons for that kind 
of vote, above the beyond do¬ 
mestic US political affilia¬ 
tions.... it would be imprermis- 
sibly naive to exonerate UN 
General Assembly discussions 
from the taint of hypocrisy and 


all manner of fellow travelling. 

Non-action at the UN would 
matter a lot less if, in other for¬ 
ums, the United States were 
pushing the Netanyahu govern¬ 
ment in the right direction. But 
since the exertions of President 
Clinton's special envoy Dennis 
Ross, which led to the Israeli 
decision to stick with die with¬ 
drawal from the center of Heb¬ 
ron, inertia seems to have set in. 

It is nearly 11 months since 
Netanyahu took office, like 
many passionate philo-Semites, 
this newspaper shuddered a lit¬ 
tle when he arrived. We fear 
we were right He is embroiled 
in allegations of personal cor¬ 
ruption; his political position of¬ 
ten seems to consist of little 
more than continuous and un¬ 
necessary concessions to a right 
wing which needs him more 
than vice-versa He hangs on. 
Now Israel’s friends must hope 
that the parliamentary hold of 
the coalition weakens further, 
and in subsequent elections Is¬ 
raeli voters are given the chance 
to think again. A national coali¬ 
tion involving Labor would nec¬ 
essarily seek to revive the path¬ 
way opened by the Oslo 
Accords, based on withdrawal 
from the West Bank. This com¬ 
mitment leads towards a safer 
future. The construction work at 
[Jabal Abu Ghneim] Har Homa 
destroys it.® 
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Syria- 
Lebanon! 

UNDER THE 

circumstances, and wwt 
tensiariaffecung 

the fcfiddte East, if is 
to imagine a scenario 
which Israel* 
would pull out from un¬ 
occupied south ictano^-j 

let alone from the Golan;.- 
Heights.. ;.v': 

But.'what if Mr Netfih^- ,, 
yahu by a stretch of 
i mag ination revives 
Lebanon first option? 
rael was; not seriousri: 
about the idea the_fast 
time round .in fact, SyriA.^ 
and .Lebanon rejectetf.ir c ~., : 
flatly. But what wooH ^^ 
happen if the security £ 
zone is no more? ; _ 

Hizboilah wiH 
high in tins formula. Is-V; 
raeli withdrawal wiH'vii£.w. 
dicate their struggle j ~ 
the liberation of Leha^ c 
nese territories. This is oi? 
course provided that rhisij Sfg*. 
struggle was intended 
be confined to 
Lebanese issues ‘asd?S 
within Lebanese bordetsr;*^. 
But if shells continued, to^ §££ 
rain ' on Israeli settle^; gj 
merits, it would be att* 
open invitation- for. lsra$jgk 
to re-invade with dire «££ 
suits for the whole _ of? ^ 
Lebanon. 

The nature of HizboJr: ; TV, 
lah would become appar=; 
ent in terms of whetheri&j Q£_ 
is an independent Lebfjr;.- 
nese force tighting/for tf^ jrg. 
Lebanese stance.' or just?, 6^V,‘ 
one open to suggestion^-; 
from others in the region: -^ 
Certainly. such a hypCK;i:^s> 
ihetical withdrawairiTyfiJ. ; 
have far reaching' conses..!pr^ 
quences on the Lebanese^.*. 
scene than on HikbdUafc^ff £ 

Under such circum¬ 
stances, Lebanon 
once again become polar*;, 
tzed with supporterefty 
an accommodation; witiU 
Israel pitted agsuntt those' 
with a wider ideologfcalf 1 
perspective. The ana 
most certainly wfiT hoTtxT: 
immune to this polariza¬ 
tion hut would depend cm - 
the' phth taken 
Lebanese government It . 
would determine whether 
the Lebanese army would; 
be a force of stability that ■ 
guards the sensitive bor¬ 
ders against infiltration 
and cross border shelling. 

This may consequently 
make its clash with Hiz- 
botiah inevitable, if the 
later chooses to be the. 
proxy of one force or an-. 
other. Alternately, it. 
could become just an-' 
other force that escalates , 
a potential conflict with 
Israel. 

However, the major ar- , 
biter in Lebanese politics;; 
is the unLebanese dimed- ~ .. 

sion of Syrian power. A 
noticeable ideological 
shift was developing-in. 
the B’aaih content of Syr¬ 
ian politics sincethtimid--.- 
80s. After the initial pep. : 
secution period of mean J 
bers of the Syrian Nation-' 
atist Party in Lebanon, 
sudden support was-bc£'J 
ginning to be shown to ; 
the same people whom. -? 
have been always conski- . 
eted as the ideological 
enemies of B’aath- Thiff 
is an indication that, to be . 
a povot of a Greater Syr¬ 
ia is far more attainable 
as a goal than having, 
compete with 'Gulf oiW | 
Egyptian international 
prestige, and Moroccan..- 
international .. . standing. 

This pattern became.; 
more prominent, espe^-p 
cially after the 1991 nfiteVJ 
tralization of Iraq as a re^;j 
gional counter-balance.' ' | 

Therefore, when ' y 
often hear our brethren.] ... 

the Syrians, separating ; 
the Lebanese issue 
the Golan,'and at other-, 11 
times uniting them,. in^ 
both cases they would be 4! 
telling the truth. TheGpi- - 
lan Hjghts is an issue of] 1 
principle and credibility;.- : j 
while Lebanon fetnana: 
tbe linchpin of an ideo* 
logical orientation. - 

A hypothetical Israel-: j 
unilateral withdrawal;] 
from Lebanon, would ^!i 
. certainly put into ques-srj 
tion the raison detre of' 

Syrian presence in Leba-, 
non, and though Uie Syri-iyj 
ans are stiH. capable o£- 
asking the Lebanese goy^; 
cm men L to .want them ta.] 
stay, yet, tore would b*]- 
many Lebanese center*?* 
of power, who would &V 
that point demand the' He-; ' 
parture of Syrian troops ] 
from their country. . 

Again, it is important.; 
to remind the reader, that ; 
this effort is only a hypo- 4 
thetical scenario for a ' 
unilateral Israeli with¬ 
drawal from Lebanon. ■ 
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■ Revenues of [he 
United Arab Investors 
Co.. n ached JD 
446.000. including 47 f * 
investment profits in 
1996. The company's 
net profits estimated' at 
JD 278.000. Budget 
assets rose by 23^r to JD 
15.4 million by the end 
of the year. The com¬ 
pany which was estab¬ 
lished in 1994 with j 
paid up capital of JD 20 
million is committed to 
hold investments in ail 
economic fields cover- 
me financial, industrial, 
real estate and touristic 
projects 

■ The French Insurance 
Co., generated net prof¬ 
its of JD 587.000 lor 

I "‘JO. The gains share of 
the insurance branch was 
JD K5.IHKJ. Collected 
insurance premiums dur¬ 
ing 1996 were JD 5.577 
million compared with 
JD 5.952 million in 

1995. according to the 

company's huduet 

report. The report 
showed a Hift rise in 
assets to reaeh JD 
10.063 million. The 
company's technical rev¬ 
enues are estimated at 
JD 3.036 million. Share¬ 
holders rights rose from 
JD 3.154 million in 1995 
to JD 3.410 million in 

1996. 

■ Jordan and Vietnam 
signed the first trade 
exchange agreement to 
strengthen economic and 
commercial ties between 
the two countries. 

Officials from both 
parties agreed to 
exchange commodities, 
as Jordan provides Viet¬ 
nam with phosphate, 
potash, fertilizers and 
Dead Sea products, 
while it imports from 
Vietnam agricultural 
products, tea. canned 
fish and rice. Joint ven¬ 
tures on readymade wear 
are to he carried out 
shortly. The agreement 
calls for exchange of 
data and economic infor¬ 
mation to study availa¬ 
ble investment opportu¬ 
nities in the two 
countries. Moreover, the 
two sides agreed to 
encourage the organiza¬ 
tion of commercial cen¬ 
ters to boost bilateral 
relations and hold trade 
exhibitions for products 
of the two sides. The 
size of Jordanian exports 
lo Vietnam last year was 
about JD 499,000 while 
its imports from Viet¬ 
nam in the same year 
were JD 377.000. 

■ Sales of the Arabian 
Steel Pipes Manufactur¬ 
ing Co., were JD 9.6 
million for 1996. This is 
a 22** decrease over 
1995. However. Lhe 
company made a profit 
of JD' 600.000. 


Light at end of tunnel for Jordanian 
concerns as Iraqi deal gains grounds 
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THE LATEST visit of Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister. Tariq 
Aziz to Jordan last week can 
he seen as a signal to estab¬ 
lish a new era of co-opcratiun 
between Jordan anr' Iraq. 

After his meeting with 
Prime Minister Dr Ahdul 
Salam Majali, Aziz stressed 
that the two countries arc 
keen to restore bilateral tics lo 

the previous level. 

Aziz denied any strain in 
relations with Jordan and 
expressed willingness to co¬ 
operate with the Majali gov¬ 
ernment for the interest of 
both countries. 

Jordanian officials were 
busy over the last few weeks 
in removing all obstacles in 
the way of approving Jorda¬ 
nian tenders to export prod¬ 
ucts to Iraq in the light of the 
oil-for-food deal that became 
effective last December If). 

Si urces pointed out (hat 47 
Jordjnian companies signed 
contracts with the Iraqi gov¬ 
ernment to export to Iraq 
foodstuffs, vegetable oils, 
detergents and pharmaceuti¬ 
cals worth between SI 10-120 
million. However, early lust 
week the UN announced the 
approval of only 10 tenders. 
This has been achieved thank 
to the efforts paid by the Jor¬ 
danian envoy at the UN and 
the Ministry of industry and 
Trade. 

The Secretary General of 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade, Dr Mohammed A1 
Samadi confirmed that the 
remaining tenders are 
expected to be approved by 
next month. 

Director General of the 
Amman Financial Market 
tAFMt Wahib Al Shacr 
expressed his satisfaction 
with this news. He told The 
Star that in the past there 
were doubts about the bene¬ 
fits Jordan may get from the 
deal, but as these tenders are 
approved, this makes the pic¬ 
ture clearer and of course will 


be reflected on lhe perfor¬ 
mance of the AFM. 

After a continuous decline 
over the Iasi monrh. ihe offi¬ 
cial indicator of the AFM is 
expected lo rise by the 
approval of Jordanian exports 
to Iraq, although dealings are 
subject to other political ten¬ 
sions in Palestine, Al Shaer 
added. 

The already It) approved 
lenders are worth $26 million 
and involve 35U.OOU tons of 
soap and detergents from 
Jordanian. 

Among the Jordanian com¬ 
panies that won these con¬ 
tracts are Modern Chemicals. 
Kama! Az/er and Sons, the 
Arab Investment Co., the 
Industrial. Commercial and 
Agriculture (1C At and the 
Industrial Detergents Co. 

Jordanian officials stress 
that this is due to the high 
standard of Jftrdamau indus¬ 
trial products and the compet¬ 
itive price and ofier with 
international concerns. 

Despite assurances given 
by Iraqi officials between 
now and then that the Aqaba 
port will be given priority tu 
receive commodities on tran¬ 
sit to Iraq, latest news point 
out that in one week more 
than 50 trucks arrived at Iraq 
through the Turkey. United 
Nations officials said that 
these shipments only account 
for five percent of total con 
tracts signed between Iraq and 
Turkish companies. These 
lenders are currying soya and 
vegetable oil. It also implies 
that Iraq is forced to follow 
measures diclated mostly by 
the US and its intervention in 
the task of the UN sanctions 
committee that is in charge of 
evaluating international tend¬ 
ers. and in accepting or 
rejecting them. 

UN sources said that more 
than 100 international observ¬ 
ers have already arrived at 
Iraq lo supervise the distribu¬ 
tion of foodstuff and humani¬ 



tarian supplies among Iraqis. 

The arrival i»l these ship¬ 
ments created satis tact ion 
among the Iraqi people, who 
had long wailed lor such 
event. But this is nni all. The 
Iraqi dinar improved its value. 
The dollar declined to equal 
IOUO Iraqi dinars compared 
with 1250 dinars per dollar 
last week. 

Dealers at the foreign 
exchange market in Iraq point 
to 'he ever biggest si/e of dol¬ 
lar currency offered for sale 
compared with demand, and 
this certainly will lead to a 
decline in the value of the 
dollar against the Iraqi dinar.. 

An Iraqi delegation has 
lately concluded its visit to 
Amman headed by the Chair¬ 
man of the Iraqi Industrial 
Federation. Adnan AI Qaisi. 
He held talks with the Minis¬ 
ter of Industry and Trade and 
Supply. Dr Hani Al Mulqi on 
ways of strengthening com¬ 
mercial exchange between 
Jordan and Iraq. 

AI Mulqi who met Al Qaisi 


Visa rolls out its new 
chip card toolkit 


By George Graham 

VISA. THE international pay¬ 
ment cards consortium. Tues¬ 
day, rolled out its new toolkit 
to help banks migrate from to¬ 
day's magnetic stripe cards to 
the chip cards. 

The programme includes a 
set of standard payment servic¬ 
es. including Visa's regular 
credit, debit and stored value 
functions, as well as 
a new set of techni¬ 
cal specifications 
for banks to devel¬ 
op their own chip 
applications, using 
the Java computer 
language. 

Visa is also 
working on adapt¬ 
ing its VisaNet pay¬ 
ments network to 
handle chip card ap¬ 
plications, and is 
working with lead¬ 
ing makers of point 
of sale terminals, 
such as De La Rue 
Fortronic and Hypercom, to de¬ 
velop equipment which will 
handle (he new cards. 

While plastic cards with em¬ 
bedded chips have been used in 
a wide range of pilots and na¬ 
tional schemes, these have gen¬ 
erally been for a single func¬ 
tion. such as stored value cards 
which can be loaded with mon¬ 
ey in advance instead of being 
used to tap a separate bank ac¬ 
count. 

Banks are looking forward lo 
being able to issue multi¬ 
function cards, which can not 
only carry out payment Junc¬ 


tions but also administer pro¬ 
prietary loyalty schemes and 
be accepted outside their home 
country. 

Mr Ed Jensen, president and 
chief executive of Visa Interna¬ 
tional, said the aim of his or¬ 
ganisation's new "Partner Pro¬ 
gramme” was "to let banks and 
countries proceed at their own 
pace.” 

In South Africa, four leading 
banks are already planning to 



VISA 


issue chip cards combining a 
variety of different functions 
by the end of this year, al¬ 
though their technology may 
need (o be modified later to 
comply with international stan¬ 
dards. 

Russia, too, is likely to move 
early to chip cards because 
there is considerable demand 
for payment services but inade¬ 
quate telecommunications in¬ 
frastructure to handle the son 
of on-line payment authorisa¬ 
tions used in western Europe or 
north America. 

"In other countries like the 


US there is such a large in¬ 
stalled base of magnetic stripe 
that it will take some timc...We 
are probably talking 10 years.” 
Mr Jensen said. 

In Lhe UK. a chip card offer¬ 
ing credit or debit is to be pilot¬ 
ed this autumn, while Visa's 
stored value card is also to be 
piloted In n separate test 

The Visa programme is 
based on open industry stan¬ 
dards such as the Java comput¬ 
er language, and 
will give banks the 
tools to develop 
ihcir own applica¬ 
tions and load them 
onto a card. 

"By using an 
open technological 
platform based on 
Java we will he 
able to progress 
with other schemes 
on i me r-o pc nihility 
and common stan¬ 
dards.” said Mr 
Hans van dcr 
Velde, president of 
Visa’s European region. 

The system is intended to 
comply fully with the standards 
lor chip cards developed jointly 
by Visa and its rival card con¬ 
sortia. MasterCard and Euro- 
pay. 

"It would be very easy u» try' 
tu create proprielary standards. 
With respect to MasterCard, we 
have 67 percent of the market 
and we could say. lhe market 
must come to us. But we are 
nut going In do thal.” Mr Jen¬ 
sen said. ■ 
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Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 
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in the presence or lhe Chair¬ 
man *«r the Ainnun Chamber 
• »] IuJu-.tr>. Rhuldnun Abu 
Hassan reiterated the impor¬ 
tance ol the Iraqi market to 
Jordanian exports. 

The trade protocol thal was 
recently renewed between Jor¬ 
dan and Iraq does not meet 
the umhilion ol businessmen 
Irom both sides. AI Mulqi 
said. He added that the 
responsibility lies on the pri¬ 
vate sector thal should take 
the initiative :md innance 
means of enoperatit - i and 
lucilii.itc the flow of commod¬ 
ities and products between the 
two countries. 

The industrial delegation 
also met Dr Mohammed Al- 
Huluiqa. the Director General 
•if the Jordan Export Develop¬ 
ment and Commercial Centers 
Co. tJEDCOi who also 
expressed the company’s con¬ 
cern in the Iraqi market and 
stressed the need 10 expand 
cooperation between the two 
countries enhanced bv the 
active role of the private sec¬ 
tor to hotixi trade exchange 
and economic ties between 
Jordan and Iraq. 

Abu Hassan stressed the 
impor.mce of exchanging 
viewpoints between Jordan 
and Iraqi manufacturers und 
increase lhe volume of trade 
protocol and remove obstacles 
lacing trade exchange oppor¬ 
tunities. particularly in jhe 
of the oil-for-load 


light 


formula. 

An Iraqi delegation from 
the Federation of the Iraqi 
chambers of Trade has 
arrived vesterday at Amman 
in a response to an invitation 
from the Federation of the 
Jordanian Chambers ol Trade. 

In its six-dav visit, the del¬ 
egation is expected to hold 
talks with Dr Al Mulqi. the 
chairman of the Federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of Trade. 
Haidar Murad and other offi¬ 
cials in lhe private sector. 

The delegation will visit 
lac lories at AI Hassan Indus¬ 
trial City in irbid and others 
al the Free Zone in Zarka. and 
exchange views to review the 
joint trade cooperation proto¬ 
col between the two Federa¬ 
tions w hich was concluded in 
1995. 

UN sources said that the 
first shipment 10 arrive at Iraq 
via Jordan is expected by the 
end of this week. The trucks 
arc carrying 1500 tons of salt. 

According to UN official 
who refused to identify his 
name, the first vessel carrying 
foodstuffs (Thailand rice) was 
supposed to arrive at Uni 
Qasr Iraqi port last Tuesday. 

Other nine vessels carrying 
250.flfi0 tons of French and 
Australian wheat arc expected 
to arrive at Urn Qasr port bv 
April. ■ 


Palestinian stock exchange paves 
way for capital investment 

DESPITE OPTIMISM that prevailed among Palestinian busi¬ 
nessmen and share traders when the Palestinian Slock Ex¬ 
change tPSEt started its ueiivit) last IS Fehnurx. dealer*. >.1111 
feel anxious about the deteriorating econumic owJilions on 
the West Bank and Gu'/j. 

Undoubtedly, the economic situation is greatly influenced 
by political developments that are spurned on bv the h:tr«.h 
practices of the Israelis on the Occupied Territories. 

Today, the ■’newly-born” bourse serves as a "barometer" of 
the situation that surrounds it. There is still much optimism 
among the PSE officials since the bourse was set up to re¬ 
build and channel local and foreign investments in the con¬ 
flict-ridden Palestinian economy. 

With the current 23 shareholding companies listed on the 
PSE. the volume of share dealings i> >cen by some observers 
to be below expectation. But there again, other economic ex¬ 
perts argue that this is normal since the exchange has only 
been in operation for slightly more than a month. 

Officials at the PSE said e:trlier that the market capitaliza¬ 
tion could reach as high us 52 billion by the \ car 2 i hh t. how¬ 
ever. the current size of capitalization is approximate!) 5>7(Xi 
million. This is a healthy figure considering the fact that the 
exchange is still in its initial stages. 

The hours of stock trading activitv are Iroin 9 am till noon 
every Tuesday, however, this is likely a* change in the very 
near future as demand for stock, shares and bonds climb up. 
PSE officials sav thal a three-day trading on the slock ex¬ 
change is very conceivable. 

Both people, local Palestinian businessmen on the West 
Bank and Gaza as well as expatriates see the stuck exchange 
as positive that could very well he the linchpin for economic 
development and financial stability in the Palestinian territo¬ 
ries. 

PSE officials say what is needed now. is an aggressive 
campaign to increase people's awareness and information 
about the securities market. In this sense, this stage can be 
seen as an education process 10 increase people's concern in 
the share dealing activity and enhance business enthusiasm to 
pump investment in the bourse. Investors have to be more 
daring in their portfolios, to invest in companies that would 
not only guarantee returns and premiums hut to contribute to 
the development of a national Palestinian economy. 

In this respect too. the burden lies on the Palestine National 
Authority. It should face the' challenges and build a prudent 
siraLeyy lo guarantee financial stability and embark on a pack¬ 
age of measures and legislations to ensure the How of invest¬ 
ment in the West Bank and Gaza. ■ 


Lufthansa ‘the best’ 

LUFTHANSA is the world's best airline. This is (he verdict 
of a year-long reader survey carried out by Business Trav¬ 
eller Magazine, in which some 4,IH)0 Business travellers and 
frequent flyers look part- For the majority of those polled 
for the Business Traveller Award 1996. Lufthansa came 
out lop In live categories; Best Airline Worldwide, Best 
European Airline, Best Airline to America, Best short and 
medium-haul Business Class, and Best long-haul Business 
Class. At the prize-giving ceremony in Frankfurt recently, 
Lufthansa, accepted the awards before some 200 leading 
representatives of the international travel trade. ■ 
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HRH Crown Prince Hassan, on his 50th birthday 

A life of giving 
and devotion 


By Star Staff Writer 

IT IS said that. nothing is so conducive to 
greatness of mind as the ability to examine 
systematically and honestly everything that 
meets us in fife. and to regard these things 
always in such a way as lo form a concep¬ 
tion of the kind of universe they belong to. 

With those words, the attempt lo do jus¬ 
tice to our Crown Prince's love of work and 
thoroughness, his readiness to hear any sug¬ 
gestions for ihe common good, and his 
inflexible determination to give every per¬ 
son his due. His Royal Highness Prince 
Hassan’s profound effect on Jordanian soci¬ 
ety has touched every household in our 
country through, his self-mastery and stabil¬ 
ity of purpose; a character justly propor¬ 
tioned to perform the task that lies at hand, 
and a cheeriness in gravity as well as all 
other circumstances. 

As a disciple of the Hashemite philoso¬ 
phy. and the closest to His Majesty King 
Hussein, he has experienced first-hand the 
love of truth, love of justice, and a concep¬ 
tion of a state with one law for ail. based 
upon individual equality and freedom of 
speech, and of a sovereignty which prizes 
above all things the liberty of the subject. 

To observe the Prince in conversation, is 
to marvel at how be keeps abreast of what is 
being said, and in every effort, of what i> 
being done. In the latter he sees from the 
first to what end it has reference, and in the 
former, always careful to catch the mean¬ 
ing. With a keen eye he secs ah there is to 
be seen, but never says I want what is green 
only, for he has put an end once for all to 
the discussion of what a good man should 
he. by being an example. Such is Jur Crown 
Prince. 

Prince Hassan bin Talal is ihe 42nd gen¬ 
eration direct descendant of the Prophet 
Mohammad (peace be upon htmi through 
the male line of the Prophet’s grandson El- 
Hassan. 

Prince Hassan s branch of the Hashemite 
family ruled in Mecca from 1201 (C.E) 
until 1925 (C.E.J. The Crown Prince s great 
grandfather. Sharif Hussein bin Ali. Emir of 
Mecca and later King of the Hejaz led the 
Great Arab Revolt of 1916 against the Turk¬ 
ish colonial occupation of Arab lands. 




Ever devoted: King Hussein with his brother Prince Hassan 


thereby freeing and creating the modem 
states of Hejaz. Syria. Iraq and Transjordan. 
Sharif Hussein's second son. Kino Abdul¬ 
lah. founded the Emirate of Transjordan on 
IJ April 1921. The Emirate assumed the 
name of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
upon formal independence from Britain on 
22 March 1940. 

Prince Hassan was bom in Amman on 20 
March 1947 to his lather Prince i later Kina> 
Talal bin Abdullah and his mother Princess 
Hater Quecnt Zcin El Sharaf bint Jamil. He 
is the youngest brother of His Majesty King 
Hussein (bom 14 November and 

HRH Prince Mohammad (bom 2 October 
(94/it and is the older brother of Princess 
Basma (bom 11 May 1951 > 

His Royal Highness underwent his pri¬ 
mary education In Jordan before going to 
Summer fields Preparatory School—and 
then to Harrow—in England. He then went 
on to Christ Church. Oxford, from w here he 
received a B..-Y < Hon.‘ in Oriental Studies in 
1967. He subsequently received his MA. 

On 28 August. 1968. Prince Hassan mar¬ 
ried Her Royal Highness Princes Sarvath. 
who comes from a distinguished family of 
the Indian Suh CominenL Her Ijte lather. 
HE Mr Moh.unmed Ikramulluh worked 
close!;, with the founder of Pakistan. 
Mohjmmad Ali Janah. and was Pakistan’s 


first Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
and many times an ambassador. Princess 
SarvathV mother. Begum Shaisia Suhra- 
warJy IfcrainuUah. is a writer and the first 
female Member of Parliament in Pakistan, 
as well as an ambassador. Moreover. Prin¬ 
cess Sarvath's paternal uncle was the vice- 
president of India, and her maternal uncle 
was prime minisur of Pakistan. Their Royal 
Highnesses have tour children'. Princess 
Sumava tbom 14 May 1971). Princess 
Budiya ibom 28 March' 1974 1 . and Prince 
Rashid tbom 20 May 1979j. 

In April 19o_\ Hi> Royal Highness was 
officially invested :i» Crown Prince and 
Heir to the Hashemite Throne of Jordan. 
Since then he has servoJ a< King Hussein - ', 
closest political aJvi-oi. deputy and confi¬ 
dant. us well as Regent in his absence. 

The Prince has also personally initiated 
aiul directed a number of Jordanian and 
international institutes and committees. In 
Jordan he lias chaired the 1973-1975: 1976- 
19X0; 1 9X1-1 085 . anJ J 981x1990 National 
Development Plan Committees In 1972 he 
founded the Royal Scientific Society: in 
1^78 the Blind A1 Sham Conference; in 
I ‘>80 the Al Al Bait Foundation: in 1981 the 
Arab Thought Forum: in 1982 the Forum 
Humunum t renamed, in 19S8. the Arab 


Prince Hassan with his family 

Youth Forumt; and in 1987 the Jordanian 
Higher Council for Science and Technol¬ 
ogy He has also established and directed in 
Jordan, the Islamic Scientific Academy: the 
Biannual Conferences on the History and 
Archaeology of Jordan: the Hashemite Aid 
and Relief Agency; the Center for Educa¬ 
tional Development: the Center on Refu¬ 
gees in Yarmouk University; and most 
recently, the new Al Al Bail University in 
M a Iraq. 

On the International stage. His Royal 
Highness in 1981. addressing the 36th Ses¬ 
sion of the United Nations General Assem¬ 
bly. proposed the establishment of a New 
International Humanitarian Oder. This led. 
in 1983. to his founding and co-chairing the 
Independent Commission on International 
Humanitarian Issues, whose final report he 
presented in 1987 to the Secretary General 
at the 42nd General Assembly. 

"I learned a lot from him. mainly his lik¬ 
ing of learning the various languages, liking 
of sports, such as horse riding." HRH Prin¬ 
cess Alia Bent Al Hussein told the Jordan 
TV program on the occasion of HRH 
Crown Prince Htissan's 50th birthday anni¬ 
versary. "He gave me the chance to leant 
Taekwondo, and I became the first Jorda¬ 
nian woman to receive a black belt in that 
sport, we were training together." Princess 
Alia said her uncle was more like a brother 
in her 

The Princess udJed that "he is a very 


Prince espouses peace and Inter-Faith Dialogue 


A FEW weeks after the signing oi the 
1994 Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty, m an 
address to the Oxford Union Society. < 2f* 
November. (994j. HRH Crown Prince 
Hasson said that "peace must he whole to 
be real, just to be lusting and tangible to 
be effective.” 

Saluting the peace treaty as "a nev 
beginning, a fresh dawn for our troubled 
region.” Prince Hassan said that “the rat¬ 
ification of the treaty means that our 
future is no longer dominated by the 
political legacy of the past, but by the 
promise of Che future.” 

After the election of hard-liner Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, in 
1996. the Prince repeatedly called on the 
Likud government to assume a more 
moderate stand and voiced in numerous 
occasions Arab concerns over the future 
of the peace process. 

The Crown Prince strongly opposed 
the Likud leader’s self-assumed concept 
of "peace with security" and reiterated 
the well-established international princi¬ 
ple of land-for-peace. 

In many occasions, in international as 
well as local forums, he stressed that 
security in the Middle East cannot be 
achieved before the attainment of peace 
and warned against the achievement of 
military security at the expenses of 
humanitarian and social security. 

In a speech delivered at the Sorbonne 
University in Paris in October 1996, he 
said that “comprehensive and just peace 


in ihe Middle Ejm 
can only he 
achieved by honor¬ 
ing the UN Security 
Council Resolution's 
242 and 338. under 
the formula of land- 
tor-peace." 

Peace can only be 
achieved through a 
comprehensive solu¬ 
tion to “all the com¬ 
plicated issues hin¬ 
dering any progress 
in the march 
towards peace, such 
us the final status of 
Jerusalem, the refu¬ 
gee problem. the 
resumption of nego¬ 
tiations on the Syr¬ 
ian and Lebanese 
tracks and solution 

to water scarcity in the region.” The 
Crown Prince told academics and politi¬ 
cians from ail over the world participat¬ 
ing in a conference enigmatically entitled 
“and What If the Peace Process Fails?" 
and held in Amman in December 1996. 

In the same lecture, he said; "The 
most important consequence of the state 
of war. the appalling human loss, does 
not feature convincingly high on the 
agenda of policy-makers. Simply put. we 
do not place enough importance on the 
human being. We do not teach our chil¬ 



dren about the hor¬ 
rors of war. nor do 
we explain that death 
and dismemberment 
is more often the log¬ 
ical result of men 
picking up arms to 
light ~ one 

another..“ 

Islam and Inter- 
Faith Dialogue 

"I believe in a cen¬ 
trist and moderate 
Islam that can bridge 
our fears and provide 
a clear program of 
action.” the Crown 
Prince declared at a 
“Fear oF Peace 
Workshop." held in 
Amman in February. 

1997. 

Prince Hassan has multiplied in the 
past years his calls for expanding inter¬ 
faith dialogue to reach a universal under¬ 
standing on ways to combat religious 
exlremism. 

He is the founder of the Royal Insti¬ 
tute For Inter-Faith Studies aimed at stim¬ 
ulating inter-faith dialogue among (he 
three monotheistic Abrahimic religions 
with exchange of scholars, workshops 
and publications. 

As a member of the International Par¬ 


liamentary As-ociJtion against anti- 
Semitism dPASi. the Crown Prince has 
oi ten warned against the stereotypes of 
Islam in the Western world, and 
e\prc«.<ed ihe Llamie world's concern 
with the spread of fear of Islam, or 
"islumophobia" 

"it i>» irrelcxant whether the other is a 
Jewish. Muslim. Hindu, or a member of 
any other minority. An attack, a denigra¬ 
tion. an exclusion of any is an affront to 
all." he told the IPAS meeting in 1994. 

“Islam's success as a world religion 
(belonging to the family of monotheistic, 
scriptural religions which includes Juda¬ 
ism and Christianity) and civilization tes¬ 
tifies to its ability to accommodate 
diversity." 

"Islam is by no means new to Europe. 
U springs from the very sources and con¬ 
victions as Judaism and Christianity; 
while Islamic and Western civilizations 
are together grounded in Greek philoso¬ 
phy.... The expansion of Islam into 
southern Europe had a lasting cultural 
impact. It was through the work of Mus¬ 
lims that the legacy of classical Greek 
thought and Aristotelian science was pre¬ 
served. expanded and updated, and 
finally conveyed into an awakening 
Europe between the ninth and 13th cen¬ 
turies. Islamic civilization thus played a 
pivotal role in the development of West¬ 
ern thought." ■ 


unique person, very intelligent and far- 
sighted. He looks very serious because he is 
always busy and pushes himself too hard in 
work— and rarely thinks of himself. ’ She 
added that “As a father, he likes his children 
very much and likes family gatherings.” 

Former Prime Minister Taher Al Masn 
says that the Crown Prince “is a successful 
father who belies es in the importance of the 
family. This shows his faith in the .Arab 
value"system.” But AJ Masri adds that there 
is another side to the Prince’s character and 
that is his education. “He is an educated pol¬ 
itician who dealt with many world leaders. 
In his participation in many dialogues and 
debate? he does not talk as a specialist but as 
an intellectual.” 

In the field of religion. Prince Hassan ini¬ 
tiated a series of contacts and meetings that 
evolved into a systematic Inter-Faith Dia¬ 
logue. These consist primarily of three sep¬ 
arate. albeit complimentary, on-going con¬ 
sultations. with the Orthodox Centre of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate (Chambesy). the 
Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dia¬ 
logue 'Yahcan) and the Independent Com¬ 
mission on Christian-Muslim Relations 
('Deanery of Windsor). 

The Crown Prince's views on Jerusalem 
essennai)> focuses on the view that the Holy 
Cay should remain the symbol of peace 
among the three monotheistic religions. In 
the context of discussing Jerusalem as on 
issue between Jordan and Israel, the Crown 
Prince asked in the “Fear of Peace Work¬ 
shop" in February 1997, "Why do the Israe¬ 
lis criticize me ftn declaring that the annexa¬ 
tion of Jerusalem is null and void, they ore 
speaking from a platform that has been 
enshrined in my national heritage: moreover, 
the issue of which I speak of. the status of 
Jerusalem, has been duly recognized in our 
peace treaty between 
our rwo countries." 

“Unlike most .Arab. 

Muslim and Third 
World countries, some 
of whom have become 
what is cynically 
referred to as ’heredi¬ 
tary republics.' Jordan 
can look forward to a 
smooth transition, 
deepening the sense of 
social peace now. and 
in the future." Kamel 
Abu Jaber. a former 
Foreign Minister said. 

“The" King has made 
Jordan truly larger than 
its size internationally 
and made it very effi¬ 
cient domestically, and 
the Prince has always 
been at his side and ser¬ 
vice.” added Abu 
Jaber. “Often, as I 
observe the Prince in 
his very busy life, I 
think of him as a 
unique multi-faceted 
political phenomenon.” 


has received high decorations from over.20 
countries. He holds the rank of Honorary 
General in the Jordanian Armed Forces-and 
has been awarded Honorary' Doctorates 
from universities in Jordan and abroad. Fur¬ 
thermore, in March 1987. King Hussein 
conferred upon the Prince the Ai Hussein 
bin Ali Medal, which is Jordan's highest 
decoration. 

“I do not know in the record of history of 
three brothers who have occupied the high¬ 
est position at the some time as did His 
Majesty King Hussein and Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan ■ and 
Prince Mohamad who live in the hearts of 
their people.” said former prime minister, 
Zcid Al Rifai. “Prince Hassan's visits to the 
world capitals and seminars were always 
crowned with success, as he always carried 
with him his majestic and great knowledge, 
as he turns 50 he becomes greater and more 
glorious." 

" The Crown Prince has written numerous 
articles and three books, on political and 
regional issues. In various languages. These 
are: A Study on Jerusalem (1979). Palestin¬ 
ian Self-Determination: A Study on the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip 11981) and 
Search far Peace (1984). In addition to his 
native language. Prince Hassan speaks 
fluent English and French. He has. studied 
Hebrew, and understands German , and 
Turkish. 

His Royal Highness enjoys and promotes 
many kinds of sport, including squash, 
scuta diving, swimming, mountaineering 
and skiing. He regularly plays polo.’repre¬ 
senting Jordan in international competi¬ 
tions. He holds a black belt fifth Dot in 
Taekwondo and he is a proficient heficopter 
pilot. ■ 






His Royal Highness 
has paid official and 
working visits to 
numerous nations 
around the world and 



Young Prince Hassan with his father. King Abailah 




The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and ** 

Institute Cervantes 
in cooperation with 

Radisson 5AS Hotel Amman 

Qerman-Synan ‘Pianist (jaszuan Zerity 

in a piano recital 

Wednesday, 2 April 1997 - 8:00 p.m. 

Sboman Forum (opposite the Embassy of Iraq - JabaJ Amman) 


JDS 



Program: 5oler‘s "Sonata in D 
fiat major'’: Granados 1 "la ma- 
cha y el ruisenor" and "Danzas 
Espanohs"; Atbentz' "Malage- 
na", "Cordoba" and "El Puer¬ 
to"; De Falla's "Dana del Molr- 
nero" and 'Dana del fuego"; 
Mompu's "Condon y Danza". 
In addition to compositions by 
Syrian composers Dia Succari 
and Noun Ruheibani. 


Tickets available aU 

- AJahiifi Abela Superstore, tel. 68848} 

- Alissar Flowers, tel. 5527695 
-Babiche. tel. 661322 

- Caffe Moka. tel. 856285 


- Music Box. tel. 815745 

- Radisson SAS Hotel Amman, id. 607100 

- Romero Restaurant, tel. 644227 
-Safeway, tel. 685311 

- The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687621) 



Radisson Jiff 


Mandela takes Clintons for a walk 
through history of South Africa 


By Peter Baker 

ROB BEN ISLAND. South Af¬ 
rica—In her many travels 
around the world as first lady, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton has 
been toasted by plenty of for¬ 
eign leaders who proudly 
showed her their palaces, their 
historic landmarks, their nation¬ 
al treasures. 

Nelson Mandela showed her 
his prison cell. 

But then again, there may be 
no more historic landmark in 
South Africa these days than 
Spartan, 6-by-9-foot Ceil No. 5 
in this island prison six miles 
off the Cape of Good Hope. 
And there is certainly no more 
revered national treasure than' 
Mandela himself, the prisoncr- 
tumed-president who struggled 
for the liberation of South Afri¬ 
ca’s black majority. 

Less than three months after 
the infamous Robben Island fa¬ 
cility was reopened as a mu¬ 
seum celebrating the fight 
against apartheid—• South Afri¬ 
ca’s now-vanquished system of 
racial separation—^Mandela re¬ 
turned last Thursday to lead 


Clinton and her daughter. Chel¬ 
sea, through its halls and past 
the bars that once separated him 
from the outside world. 

With an easy smile and no 
trace of bitterness, Mandela 
played che genial guide. Here he 
had a garden. There was the 
court where prisoners played 
basketball. This was the small 
cabinet where he kept his few 
belongings. 

“When we first arrived, they 
put me in this one,” he said, ges¬ 
turing to a wooden door where a 
cell has now been made into an 
office. "Then one day we came 
back, and they had put me in the 
very last cell. We didn’t know 
why chey did that” 

It soon became clear, though. 
In the first cell. Mandela re¬ 
tailed, "I acted virtually as a 
spokesman for the prisoners." 
Prison officials hoped that .by 
moving him they would isolate 
him. But it didn’t work, he said, 
because any time they came to 
talk to the inmates, "every pris¬ 
oner here said, ‘Now you go 
down to our spokesman.”’ 

Clinton's visit off the south¬ 
ern tip of the continent was per¬ 
haps the most emotional touch¬ 


stone so far during her two- 
week journey through Africa. At 
her every stop over the last four 
days, from a housing project 
started by shantytown women to 
a monument to the Soweto up¬ 
rising, Clinton has sought to 
highlight Africa's progress to¬ 
ward democracy and offer en¬ 
couragement from the United 
States. 

“We have an old saying in 
America that idle hands are the 
Devil’s work," she said in a 
speech to 500 students and 
guests at the University of Cape 
Town Thursday morning, 
“From what I have seen in just a 
few short days, the Devil will 
have no help here. South Africa 
is a country that is too busy to 
hate.” 

In her address, modeled after 
one delivered at the same school 
by Robert F. Kennedy 31 years 
ago, Clinton announced a com¬ 
mitment of S16 million more in 
US aid for efforts to eradicate 
polio from Africa by 2000. 

During a question-and- 
answer session with students, 
thn yig h, ntin tnn sounded themes 
that might bavV sounded more 
familiar to a domestic audience. 


In assessing their role in history, 
she said “women do most of the 
hard work in our world" and 
warned the young women in the 
audience not to be “tricked or 
seduced into undermining other 
women’s work or opportuni¬ 
ties.’“ 

Clinton laughed when one 
woman asked her whether there 
might ever be a female president 
in the United States. “WeU, 
hope springs eternal," she an¬ 
swered. 

“You know, l have thought a 
Jot about this," she continued 
coyly, prompting gales of laugh¬ 
ter and applause, before she 
added the caveat, “strictly as a 
student of political science," 

The first lady predicted that 
women would run in 2000 and 
Win within 20 years. Wondering 

aloud why it had been easier for 
Britain’s Margaret Thatcher, In¬ 
dia's Indira Gandhi and Israel's 
Go Ida Meir, she theorized that 
perhaps it was because they 
worked in parliamentary sys¬ 
tems where they were elevated 
by peers who knew their work 

After her speech, Clinton 
spent the rest of her day with 
Mandela. Their two stops to¬ 


gether vividly illustrated the 
vast distance he has traveled, 
physically and politically. 

Before heading to Robben Is¬ 
land, where he spent 18 of his 
27 years behind bars before be- • ■■ 
ing set free in 1990, Clinton inet $ 
with him at Genadendal, the pic-' 
turesque presidential mansion 
he inherited four years later, lo¬ 
cated on a rolling, leafy estate in 
Cape Town, where security ; 
guards keep others out, not . 
Mandela in. 

The 79-year-old president 

moved slowly but steadily as he 
led the first lady by the arm and 
later wrapped his amt warmly 

around Chelsea. After the prison 

lour, the Clintons joined Mande¬ 
la for a $56 -500-per-coupk din¬ 
ner on foe island to raise money 
for foe museum, winch opened 
Jan. I. Among the other guess , _ 
were UN Secretary Genera) . 
Kofi Annan and comedian Bill 
Cosby. ■ 
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CHAIRMAN S MESSAGE 


DEPUTY CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE 


Dear Shareholders. 

I am pleased to announce lhat Arab Bank 
enjoyed another successful and profitable 
year in 1996. Through sound banking 
policies, management has been able to 
build upon the Bank's sturdy foundation 
in order to safeguard shareholders’ 
interests and guarantee quality services 
for its customers. The continued success 
of the Bank and the resulting benefits to 
shareholders and clients is further 
evidence of management's ability to 
incorporate and deal effectively with 
change. 

It gives me great pleasure to present to 
you the 1996 Annual Report of Arab 
Bank, depicting the strong performance 
and encouraging results your institution 
sustained during the past year. Net 
income after tax increased to JOD 95.7 
million. The total balance sheet has 
increased to JOD 13.5 billion and 
shareholders' equity reached JOD 630.0 
million. 

It is my pleasure to recount the Bank’s 
strong financial situation and to touch 
upon the most important internal and 
external factors, including the general 
economy, which contributed to the solid 
performance of your Bank. 

Until such time as a final and just peace is 
reached in the region, we shall continue 
with efforts to temper our clients’ 
optimism. The events of 1996 confirmed 
that the road to lasting peace in the 
Middle East is still fraught with difficulty 
and disappointment. Perseverance, 
sacrifice and hard work are required 
before Palestinians ■ regain all their 
legitimate and inalienable rights. 

In spite of uncertain and difficult 
conditions prevailing in the Arab 
countries as indeed in the rest of the 
world, nevertheless during 1996 Arab 
Bank focused its attention on providing 
diems with integral products and 
services, which contributed to the support 
of economically viable projects. During 
the past year, we were successful in 
finalising all necessary arrangements for 
the completion of our new branches in 
Palestine in Hebron, Jenin. Qalqiliah and 
a second branch in the City of Ramallah. 
All are now operational. With these 
additions the Bank's network in Palestine 
consists of eleven branches. 

The Arab Palestine Investment Bank 
(AP1B) joint-venture. has been 
established and is now operational. 
APIB's capital amounting to USD 50 
million has been fully paid, with 
ownership apportioned as follows: 55% 
by Arab Bank PJc: 25% by International 
Finance Corporation (1FC): 15% by 
Deusche Fmanzierungsgesellschaft fur 
Beteiligung in Entwicklungsiandem 
(DEG): and 5% by Enterprise Investment 
Corporation <E1C). In conjunction with 
serving its clients and enhancing the 
reeion ? s economic condition, the AP1B is 
directing its efforts toward supporting 
industrial production and accelerating the 
creation of jobs in Palestine. 

The Arab Bank's performance in the Arab 
countries was exceptionally successful. 
Positive variables contributed to 
influencing and supporting further growth 
and development in these countries. Due 
to favourable and stable oil prices, 
petroleum-producing countries were not 
Uoly able to control their budget deficit, 
but' also to undertake new investment 
plans. Currency exchange remained 
generally stable throughout the year, with 
onlv minor structural changes in the 
currency values of the Arab countries 
where we operate. The Arab world also 
experienced an increase in pan-Arab 
trade, including a general trend toward 
opening the market through a relaxing of 
pales and controls of banking operations. 
These positive variables bring promise of 
a brighter economic future. At the same 
rime competition among financial 
UJsritutions necessitates that we satisfy 
^ clients' diverse needs more efficiently 
^ cffccuvelv. In our ongoing efforts to 
iove and support the operations of our 
: n me Arab world, we have 

SSed * elr ^ - aU ? ne r d 

^ training, and modernised their 
technical facilities. . 

, world economic and financial 

In g £ri!ms were encouraging with modest 
n *hjeved during 1996. Interest 
stabilised at low levels 
^'hange rates did not change 
donificaJrtly. Tire perfomutnee of Arab 


Bank branches, subsidiaries and affiliates 
outside the Arab world contributed to the 
Bank's total profits and reserves. In 
Arab Bank extended its global network 
by establishing a representative office in 
Santiago. Chile. We now have, for the 
first time, a physical presence in Latin 
America, where we hope to reach and 
serve the extensive Arab community 
there. This new facility, as indeed all our 
other international resources, has been 
established to serve the needs of all of the 
Bank's clients. 

In 1996, the Basle Committee on Banking 
Supervision of the Bank for International 
Settlements, issued a new rule in order to 
complement the capital adequacy base of 
the banking industry. The objective of 
this new rule is to hedge risk 
requirements resulting front changes in 
market prices, and to augment the capital 
adequacy required for credit risk. By die 
end of 1997. the impact of interest rate 
risk on the net worth of banking entities is 
required to be measured and reported. A 
special designated part of the capital base 
must also be allotted for market risks. The 
mechanism of this new ruling proves the 
historic soundness of Arab Bank. We 
have always watrked hard to build 
shareholders’ equity by retaining the 
maximum amount possible from our net 
income and by keeping the dividends 
distributed to shareholders reasonable and 
stable. 

The Basle Committee on Banking 
Supervision also issued recommendations 
for improvement of the general 
framework of banking supervision and 
control. These ^ recommendations 
emphasise the control and supervisory 
role of the national central banks over the 
consolidated balance sheet of all 
multinational banks operating outside 
their own respective countries. The free 
exchange of information among the 
central banks was also a major 
component of these recommendations. 

As a pioneer in its efforts to control risks 
and manage exposure effectively within 
the framework of the banking 
supervision. Arab Bank established a 
High Asset/Liability Management 
Committee. The mandate of this 
Committee is to identify, measure and 
manage successfully the total banking 
risks, as well as to standardise the 
functions of local Asset/ Liability 
Management Committees in main 
branches and money centres. A standard 
unified framework for risk management 
procedures is presently being 
implemented. A communication system 
for “real-time on-line" reporting will be 
set up in the near future and will be 
utilised to cover the Bank’s branch 
network. The main objective of these 
developments is to facilitate the 
achievement of the Bank's goals in total 
risk control. 

Hand work and sound banking policy 
produced satisfying financial results in 
1996. The following paragraphs contain a 
brief summary of the main financial 
achievements. 

Arab Bank reported a record income in 
1996. Net income increased to JOD 95.7 
million from JOD $0.5 million over the 
previous year, representing an increase of 
18.9%. It should also be noted that the 
Bank was able to double its income from 
that of five years ago. Consonant with 
these outstanding results, profitability 
ratios also generally improved. The ratio 
of net income to shareholders' equity rose 
to 15.18% from 14.58%, and the ratio of 
net income to total assets improved to 
0.93% from O.S7% in 1995. 

Efficiency was further enhanced. In 1996 
a 16.9% growth in total revenue was 
achieved while the increase in operating 
expenditure was held to 12.2%. Total 
assets were augmented, reaching JOD 
f0.338.1 million compared to JOD 
9,295.6 million in 1995, an increase of 
JOD 1,042.5 million, or 11.2%. Growth 
in external funds was parallel to 
additional investment opportunities 
selected by the Bank. Total deposits 
increased to JOD 9,298.5 million from 
JOD 8,375.5 million in 1995. Customer 
deposits, made up 73.2% of total deposits 
and reached JOD 6,809.(1 million in 1996. 
compared to JOD 6.168,1 million in the 
previous year. 

It is important to mention that over 80% 
of all client funds are core and stable 
deposits, which afford a certain flexibility 
to the Bank in its investment and liquidity 
management. Cash and quasi-cash 



comprised 50.2% of total assets. On the 
other hand, our total loan portfolio reached 
JOD 4.163.3 million compared to JOD 
3.711.1 million at the end of 1995 and 
represented 4U.3% of total assets. 

The new Jordanian tax law came into effect 
on I January 1996. This law imposes a 
10% withholding tax cm dividends 
distributed to shareholders, which should 
be deducted and paid upon the approval of 
dividends by the Genera) Assembly. The 
Board of Directors has made arrangements 
to secure the net amount paid to 
shareholders without any reduction from 
previous years, as a result of this new law. 
Accordingly, the Board of Directors 
recommends to the General Assembly the 
distribution o£ JOD J7.6 milUpn. or JOD 4 
per share. The proposed dividends 
represent 40% of the nominal value of the 
paid-in capital. The Board also 
recommends the appropriation of the 
remaining income to the disclosed reserves 
in the balance sheet. As a result of the 
above allocation, total shareholders' equity, 
after the distribution of dividends, will 
increase to JOD 630.0 million compared to 
JOD 552.0 million in 1995. Accordingly, 
the ratio of equity to total assets will 
increase to 6.09% compared to 5.94% in 
1995. The capital adequacy ratio, 
calculated according to the Basle rules, 
reached 14.24% for 1996. The minimum 
capital adequacy ratio required by the 
Central Bank of Jordan is 10%. while the 
Basle rules require a minimum of 8%. The 
positive difference between requested and 
available equity reflects the additional 
margin available to the Bank in meeting 
the new market risk requirement. It also 
highlights the additional resources 
accessible for further investment 
opportunities in risk assets, which could be 
utilised by the Bank for excelling its 
performance both inside and outside the 
Arab world. 

Arab Bank Group results for 1996 were 
comparable to those achieved by Arab 
Bunk Pic. Net income reached USD 197.8 
million representing an increase of USD 
29.8 million or F7.7% over the 1995 
results. The total balance sheet, excluding 
contra accounts, reached USD 15.9 billion. 
Shareholders’ equity increased to USD 
1.402.5 million, or 8.8% of total assets. 
The capital adequacy ratio advanced to 
16.09% in 1996 compared to 14.64% in 
1995. 

Citing his responsibilities and busy work 
schedule, the Board of Directors accepted 
the resignation of Mr. Bahaa Rafic 
Ai-Hariri from the Board, effective 28 
August 1996. 1 am pleased to extend our 
recognition and appreciation to Mr. 
AI-Hariri for his service and efforts during 
the years of his membership. According to 
paragraph A. Article 178 cil the 1989 
Jordanian Temporary Company Law. we 
recommend to the General Assembly the 
approval of the Board’s decision to elect 
Mre. Naxek Oudeh Ai-Hariri to fill the 
vacant seal effective 29 August 1996. 
Therefore. I would like to welcome Mrs. 
Ai-Hariri to the Board of Directors, i am 
sure that the Bank will benefit from her 
presence and sincere efforts. 

Once again. I would like to offer all 
shareholders and clients my heartfelt 
acknowledgement and sincere appreciation 
for their support and confidence. 1 also 
wish to thank all Arab Bank staff, 
worldwide, for their dedication, hard work 
and loyalty, without which we would not 
have achieved the 1996 results. 

Ahdufmaj'eed Shoman 
Chairman. Board of Directors,/ 


The mcctvmism of rating a bant is based on a 
structured opinion of the bank's ability and 
legal obligation to adhere to the timely 
pjwnent of principal and interest on its 
liabilities. Throughout its 67 years of 
operation*. Arab Bunk has continued to meet 
and fulfil each and every local and 
international obligation. Rating of Arab Bunk 
should be commensurate with its proven 
ability to honour all its liabilities, including 
during the most difficult and trying of times, 
earning it a higher rating than those of other 
financial institutions, which have enjoyed 
conditions of continuous economic and 
political subilitx. 

Recently, the capital markets and the demand 
for credit ratings have grown explosively. 
Credit ratings measure the probability dm 
the borrower will default over the duration of 
the debt, in line with rating agency norms, 
the sovereign rating establishes a rating 
ceiling for oil entities domiciled in the 
respective country. This capping concept is 
meant to reflect the local government's wide 
range of powers, which theoretically render 
its credit standing superior to any other 
debtor in that nation. The concept, the 
justification and the applications of this 
capping are no longer sound and lack 
credibility when applied to the financial 
sector. 

We believe that the sovereign ceiling norm 
has outlived its time and is no longer valid. 
The successful conclusion of the Uruguay- 
Round. which culminated! in the creation of 
the World Trade Organization, broke down 
financial barriers across bonders and 
transformed world financial markers into one 
unit. Furthermore, the recent deregulation by 
financial regulators and the development in 
.supervision of cross-bonder hanking ensure 
that local regulations are no longer capable of 
limiting the movement of funds back to their 
origin during most difficult rimes. Arab 
Bank, time and again, has proved itself more 
than capable of overcoming any problems 
arising from sovereign, political or economic 
crises. In fact, as a result of successfully 
weathering all past critical events, Arab Bank 
has emerged even stronger. 

The banking laws governing Arab Bank's 
operations are those of the Group of Ten or 
those parallel to them. In Jordan, where Arab 
Bank is licensed, the Central Bank of Jordan 
has adopted and integrates within its 
supervisory - process all Basle control rules. 
The vast majority of Arab Bank Group 
operations, comprising more than 80% of the 
Group's activities, are conducted in countries 
outside Jordan and are thus governed by the 
regulatory authorities of those countries, 
many of which have a triple A rating. In the 
light of the geographical diversification of 
the Group's operations, the control of most of 
the Bank's assets by the Group of Ten 
regulatory authorities and the confinement of 
the Jordanian operation risks to assets held In 
Jordanian Dinars, render any attempt to 
correlate Arab Bank credit risk with the 
credit risk of a specific country both 
meaning-less and erroneous. 

Regulators controlling the Bank's operations 
have always held it in high regard. 
Evaluation of the Bank's management, 
including examination of internal controls 
and quality of assets, continuously reveal the 
inner strength of the Bank and result in the 
best possible mark. In several countries Arab 
Bank has achieved high ratings from the 
regulatory authorities for its operations, 
computerisation and controls. We are also 
witnessing a continuous upgrading of our 
operations from the banking authorities 
worldwide. 

During the last ten years, the Tier I capital of 
Arab Bank Group increased by 120% to 
reach more than USD 1.4 billion at the end of 
1996. Tier U capital has been accumulated ar 
on even higher rale. No external funds were 
raised in this remarkable build-up of the 
Group's equity. Capitalisation of retained 
earnings and charges to income were the only 
sources utilised. The equity to total asset ratio 

improved from 5.9% in 1987 to 8.8% in 
1996. The capital adequacy ratio at the end of 
December 1996 was 16.09%, The Bank's 
capital management philosophy aims to 
maintain a strong capital base beyond any 

risk requirements. We believe that solid 
capital not only underlies financial strength 
but also endows the financial institution with 
the ability id benefit from superior 
investment opportunities. 

Investing in prime quality assets has been a 
major element in Arab Bank strategies. The 
Bonk's adoption and implementation of a 
conservative credit policy since its 
establishment has been maintained ever 
since. Exposure and risk management 
systems are centralised. Limits and 
management exposures in different sectors 



and countries as well as limits on credit 
concentration arc strict. Control of global 
exposure to single names is an important credit 
issue, which is closely managed. The Bank's 
monitoring and evaluation systems ensure the 
integrity of its accepted risk tolerance. 
Historical trends show that the Bank has more 
than sufficient provision to cover easily any 
problem risk. Earmarked and general 
provisions have always been set higher than the 
generally accepted industry norms. The 
Jordanian loan portfolio represents a limited 
portion of total exposure. Practically all credits 
extended in Jordan are in Jordanian Dinars. The 
overwhelming percentage of the Group’s 
exposure is in Europe. United States. Far East 
and in other Arab countries. This meaningful 
geographical diversification of credit risks 
therefore gives the Bank its added financial 
strength. 

Net income of the Group for . 19 % was USD 
197.8 million, while in 1987 the Group's net 
income was USD 82.0 million. Average growth 
in net income during these ten years was 10% 
and during the past five years 13.4%. Average 
annual return on equity from 1987 to 1996 was 
11.7%. In the past five years it was 11.8%. 
Progressive improvement in income, which is 
parallel to the growth in the shareholders' 
equity, underlines the unquestionable 
profitability of the Group. Income generating 
power is also geographically diversified. 
Diversification of income generation ensures 
maintenance of the targeted profitability in 
spite of any negative economic or political 
impact in a specific area. 

Proper management of liquidity within the 
unstable political and economic environment of 
(he Middle East is a hallmark of Arab Bank' 
policies. Different liquidity measures and ratios 
are utilised to ensure the continuous solvency 
of die Bank locally and internationally. Ar the 
end of 1996. the cash and quasi-cash to total 
external funds ratio was 52.2%. Liquidity 
measures are always maintained at a higher 
level than the accepted norms in the banking 
industry. Gore deposits are approximately 80% 
of deposits. Core credits are less than 50% of 
core external funds. Sensitivity of interest rates 
on domestic and international currencies is well 
managed. The maturity of interest bearing 
assets is usually matched with the maturity of 
interest bearing funds. The extremely 
restrictive, liquidity policy of Arab Bank is 
siriedy adhered to, thus ensuring its solvency 
and survival. 

Strategically, the Group centred its mission on 
serv icing the economy of the Arab w orld via its 
widespread network of h ranches and 
subsidiaries. The Group's international 
presence complements its network and 
facilitates its role as a bridge between the Arab 
countries and the rest of the world. The Group's 
local performance in the international markets 
is in tine with its overall mission of 
concentrating on serving local economics and 
clients. 

Arab Bank Group prides itself on pioneering 
innovative types of banking products and 
services in the Middle East. Another element of 
Arab • Bunk's character is its intensive 
investment in modem banking technology, data 
processing and communication. 

All aspects of financial strength and inner 
power to achieve successfully pre-planned 
targets have been continuously demonstrated 
by Arab Bank Group. Superior asset quality, 
solid capita) base, continuous ability to 
generate targeted profits and excellence in total 
risk management have all been achieved by 
Arab Bank year after year. The Bank's 
outstanding record of fulfilment of promises 
and honoured obligations coupled with a 
remarkable financial strength and a clear 
strategic vision should not be artificially 
down-rated. 

Khalid Shoman 
Deputy Chairman, 
Board of Directors' 
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Balance Sheet of Jordan Branches as of 31 December 1996 and 1995 




Liabilities & Shareholders’ Equity 


Customers' Deposits 


2 134 612 9.67 2 054 230 049 


Cash and due from Banks 


1 030 234 727 


850 378 270 


Banks’ Deposits 


239 211 888 196 877 008 


Cash at Central Bank of Jordan 


757 623 426 


782 628 177 


Borrowed Funds 


89 720 


109 508 


Cash Margins 


134 333.797 125 279 998 


Government Securities 


29 511 698 


31 799 228 


Provisions 


27 046 857 


24 561 398 


Other Liabilities 


81394 738 


51 861722 


Loans and Advances (Net) 


829 219 254 


811 757 853 


Total Liabilities 


2 616 689 967 


2 452919^685 


Marketable Securities (Net) 


31 034 659 


24 681 759 Paid-up Capital 


44 000 000 


44000 000 


Statutory Reserve 


8 441 527 


8 441527 


Fixed Assets (Net) 


19 376 449 


18 357 635 


Voluntary Reserve 


34 179 265 


25 673 427 


Other Assets 


14 364 751 


19 485 920 


Genera] Reserve 


8 054 205 


8 054 205 


Total Shareholders’ Equity 


94674997 


86169T5& 


Total 


2 711364 


2 539 088 842 Total Liabilities and Shareholders’ Equity 2711364964 


253908*8*2 


Profit and Loss Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1996 and 1995 


Cash Flow Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1996 and 1995 


Revenue 


Interest income 


192 480 200 


169 973 601 


Commission income 


17 444 802 


15 427 600 


Less: 


Interest expense 
Commission expense 

Net interest & Commission 


128 253 653 


112 073 030 


327 346 


344 098 


81 344 003 


72 984 073 


Pius: 


Income from: 


Securities Portfolio 


878 089 


883 555 


Foreign Exchange Trading 


1 686 867 


2 259 836 


Other income 


2 076 945 


1 966 234 


Less: 


Provisions for Loans & Advances 


2 500 000 


9 906 976 


Provisions for Share Losses 


4 000 000 


Loan losses 


307 603 


335 252 


General and Administrative Expenses 


36 649 112 


33 166 591 


Income Before Tax 


42 529189 


34 684 879 


Income Tax 


Net income 


(20 277 305) 


22 251 884 


(19 000000) 


15 684 879 


Appropriations _ 

Voluntary Reserve __ 

General Reserve _ 

Universities Fees 

Provision for Scientif ic Research 

Management Profit 

Total 


8 505 838 


6 936 976 


8 054 205 


425 292 


346 849 


425 292 


346 849 


12 895 462 


22 251 884 


15 684 879 


Cash flow from operations: _ - 

Interest and commission received 


Interest and commission paid _ 

General and administrative expenses paid _ 

Cash flow from ( used in) operations 

before changes in assets and liabilities _ 

(Increase) decrease in assets 

Loans and advances _ 

Other assets ___ 

Increase (decrease) in liabilities 

Current and demand deposits _ 

Savings and time deposits _ 

Bank deposits _ 

Cash margin ___. 

Other liabilities _ 

Other provisions _ 

Net cash flow from ( used in ) operations before tax 

Income taxes paid . _ 

Net cash flow from (used in) operations _ L 


Cash flow from investments: _ . 

(Purchase) of premises and equipment 

(Purchase) of other investments and long- term securities 

Sale of government securities_ 


Dividends received 


Net cash flow from (used in) investments _ 

Cash flow from financing activities: . 

Borrowed funds from Central Bank of Jordan _ 

Management Profit _ 

Net cash flow from financing 

Net increase (decrease) in cash 

Cash and due from banks at beginning of the year 

Cash and due from banks at end of the year 


212 974 275 186 908 925 


(125 633 611) (109 691 538) A 
(35 004 873) (32 173 641) o 


52 335 791 45043 746 


(20 269 004) (139 889 619) ; 
6 056 793 (2 077 849) • 


(49 751 840) 
130 134 758 
42 334 880 
9 053 799 
13 684382 
(828 570) 
130415198 
(17 813 860) 
164937129 


150388359 
(10953 431) 
184478674 


' ■ - >' - v. mV.- : jVif 




(2 835 904) 
(10 352 900) 
2 287 530 


835 639 


(10065 635) 
(19 788) 


(2 469 256) 
(3 039 479) 
66 928 685 


827252 


62247 202 




(19 788) 
154851 706 


( 101 ) 
(3 833 431) 
(3 833 532) 
242 892 344 


1633 006447 
1 787 858 153 


1 390 114 103 


1633006447 



AUDITORS’ REPORT 



To the Shareholders of Arab Bank Pic 
Amman - Jordan 

We have audited the accompanying balance sheet of Arab Bank Pic (a Jordanian Public Shareholding Limited Company) as of 31 December 1996, and 1995 and the related statements of income, and cas h 
flows for the years then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Bank’s management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit We 
have obtained the information and explanations which to the best of our knowledge and belief were necessary for the purpose of our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with the International Standards on Auditing. Those Standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance as to whether the financial 
statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our 
opinion. 

The Bank maintains proper accounting records which are in agreement with the accompanying financial statements and with the financial information included in the Board of Directors’ report 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Arab Bank Pic as of 31 December 1996 and 1995 and the results of its operations and 

its cash flows for the years then ended in accordance with International Accounting Standards, and we recommend that the General Assembly approve these financial statements. 

Amman - Jordan Saba & Co. 

30 January 1997 
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Assets 


Cash and due from banks 
Funds with central banks 


Government securities 
Trading securities 
Loans and advances net 


Long-term investments, net 
Fixed assets, net 
Other assets 


Total Assets 

Customers' libility on guarantees, letters 
of credit and other contingencies 


Total 


1996 


JD C000) 


3 247 036 
1 205 416 


715 993 
23 9S9 
4 163 339 


727 654 
56 620 
198 088 


10 338 135 

3 143 859 


13 481 994 


Income Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1996 and 1995 


Interest income 
Commission income 
Less: Interest expense 

Commission expense 

Net inter est and commission _ 

Less : Provision for doubtful debts and 
investments 

Net interest and Commission after 

p rovision __ 

plus :Foreign exchange trading 
Other income 


Less: General and administrative 

expenses_ 

Ne t income before tax _ 

Income tax_ 

Net incom e . . . . -I 

Appropriation:_ 

To volunta ry reserve __ 

To gener al reserve _ 

proposed cash dividend _ 

Directors’ r emuneration __ 

Total Appropriation ,• 


1996 

JPCOOO) 

745 458 
61 711 
525 462 
2 538 

279 169 

28 715 

250454 
12 090 
27 303 

289 847 


153 697 
136 150 
40 495 


95 655 

26 000 
52 000 
17 600 
55 
95 655 


1995 


JD('OOO) 


2 922 SI6 
l 223 778 


667 865 
24 607 
3 711 108 


560 167 
52 156 
133 132 


9 295 629 

3 631 792 


12 927 421 


1995 

jorooo) 

698 000 
54 669 
494 245 
2 055 
256 369 

34 214 

222 155 
16 328 
9 564 

248 047 


136 943 

111 104 

30 649 


80455 

22 000 
43 000 
15 400 
55 

80 455 


Liabilities and Shareholders' Equity 


Customer deposits 

Bank deposits __ 

Borrowed funds 


Cash margin 
Provisions 

Proposed dividends and remunerations 
Other liabilities 


Total Liabilities 


Capital 

Statutory reserve 
Voluntary reserve 


General reserve 

Total Shareholders 9 Equity 

Total Liabilities and Shareholders 9 Equity 

Guarantees, letters of credit and acceptances 


Total 


1996 


JD( f 000) 


6 396 576 
2 472 452 
17 064 


412 443 
146 645 
17 655 
245 300 


9 708135 


44 000 
44 000 
142 000 


400 000 
630 000 
10338 135 

3 143 859 


13 481994 


Cash Flow Statement for the years ended 

31 December 1996 and 1995 


Cash flow from operating activities: 

Interest and commission received _ 

Interest and commission paid 
General and administrative expenses paid 
Net cash provided from (used in) operations 
before changes in assets and liabilities 
(Increase) decrease in assets: 

Loans and advances 

Trading securities _ 

Other assets _ 

Increase (decrease) in liabilities: . _ 

Customer deposits _ 

Bank deposits _ 

Cash margin _ 

Other liabilities _ 

Net cash provided from (used in ) operations before 
income tax 


Income tax paid _ 

Net cash provided from (used in) operations _ 

Cash flow from investing activities : _ 

(Purchase) sale of fixed assets _ 

(Purchase) sale of long- term investments _ 

(Purchase) sale of government securities 

Net cash provided from (used in ) investing activities 

Cash flow from financing activities : 

Borrowed funds from Central Banks _ 

Dividend paid to shareholders 

Net cash provided from (used in ) financing activities 

Net increase (decrease ) in cash _ 

Cash and cash equivalent at beginning of the year 
Cash and cash equivalent at end of the year 


1996 
JPCOOO) 
807 S37 
(525 866) 
(143 776) 

138 195 

(476 372) 
618 
(64 956) 

599 238 
286484 
41 640 
65 854 

590 701 


(30 649 ) 

560 052 

(14 385) 
(171 837) 
(48 128) 
(234 350) 

(4 389) 
(15 455) 
(19 844) 
305 858 

4 146 594 
4 452 452 


1995 


JD (*000) 


‘ 5 797 338 
2 185 968 
21 453 


370 803 
135 903 
15 455 
216 709 


8 743 629 


44 000 
44 000 
116000 


348 000 
552 000 
9295 629 

3 631 792 


12 927 421 


1995 

JD COOP) 
784 003 
(487 928) 
(129038) 

167 037 

(605 614) 
106 097 
(11677) 

455 992 
515 150 
35 331 

6 142 

668 458 
(28 702) 
639 756 

(6 535) 
(173 143) 
(170 465) 
(350 143) 

7 482 
(15 455) 

(7 973) 
281 640 
3 864954 
4146 594 


Conversion rates of foreign currencies against the Jordanian Dinar for consolidation purposes 


:Curjrencyy!: 

End 1996 

End 1995 

Bahraini Dinar 

0.532 

0.532 

Cyprus Pound . 

0.663 

0.643 

/French Franc 

7.388 

6.918 

GreekDrachma 

348.298 

334.226 

: Italian Line - 

2 156.800 

2 237.140 

'Korean Won -: 

1 190.320 

1092330 

. Lebanese Pound 

2188320 

2 250360 


Currency 
Pound Sterling 
Qatari Riya) 
Spanish Peseta 
U.AJE. Dirham 
ILS.Dollar 
Yemeni Riyal 


End 1996 
0.834 
5.130 
185.098 
5.180 
1.410 
178.940 


End 1995 
0.909 
5.130 
171.187 
5.180 
1.410 
1792240 


















ARAB BANK GROUP 


Balance Sheet as of 31 December 1996 and 1995 


Assets _ 

Cash and due from banks 

Funds with central banks 
Government securities 


Trading securities 


1996 1995 

US$ COOP) US$(’000) 

4 272 371 3 954 869 

1 750 741 1 753 422 

912 919 1 093 771 

165 970 34 698 

6 829 633 6 074 384 


Liabilities and Shareholders’ 


Loans and advances , net 6 829 633 6 074 384 

Long-term investments , net 1 534 317 1 162 730 

Fixed assets, net 98 699 93 637 


Other assets 338 799 237 091 


Total Assets 


15 903 449 14 404 602 


Customers’ liability on guarantees, let¬ 
ters of credit and other contingencies 4 883 187 5 580 698 


Customer deposits _ • 

Bank deposits __ 

Borrowed funds __ ■ 

Cash margin _ 

Provisions _ 

Proposed dividends and remunerations 

Other liabilities __ . 

Total Liabilities ____ 

Shareholders’ Equity _ 

Capital _.__ 

Statutory reserve _ . 

Voluntary reserve __ 

General reserve __ 

Reserves with associated companies __ 

Retained earnings _ 

Transl ation adjustments _ 

Total Shareholders’ Equity 
Total liabilities and SharehoIders’Equity 
Guarantees,letters of credit and other 
contingencies 


US$C000) 
9 680 749 
3 303 474 
24060 
598 104 
369 660 
32 237 
492 706 
14 500 990 


US$ C000) 
8 751 223 
2 954 149 
30 249 
543 640 
C 302 782 
26 363 
528 302 
13 136 768 


84 897 
78 766 
218 836 
738 626 
311 867 
483 
(31 016) 
1402 459 
15 903 449 


84 897 
77 914 


641 782 
278 308 


0 

1267 894 
14 404 602 




4 883 187 5 580 698 


Total 


20 786 636 19 985 300 Total 




20 786 636 19 985 


-1 


Income Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1996 and 1995 


1996 1995 


US$ (’000) US$ C'OOO) 


Arab Bank Group 

Sister, Subsidiary & Associated Companies 


Interest income 

L 252 857 

1 180 128 

Commission income 

111 807 

98 435 

Less: Interest expense 

834 214 

792 250 

Commission expense 

4 483 

4 090 

Net interest and commission 

525 967 

482 223 

Less : Provision for doubtful debts and 



investments 

51 580 

56 738 

Net interest and commission after 



provision 

474 387 

425 485 

Plus : Foreign exchange trading 

25 518 

31 854 

Other income 

41 507 

16513 


541412 

473 852 

Less : General and administrative 



expenses 

268 065 

245 157 ! 

Net income before tax 

273 347 

228 695 


75 529 

60 655 

Net income 

197 818 

168 040 

Appropriation 

Net income 

197 818 

168 040 

Retained earnings brought forward 

5 763 

3 254 

To statutory reserve 

852 

433 

To voluntary reserve 

39 606 

31020 


96 844 


To reserves with associated companies 

33 559 

37 128 

Proposed cash dividends 

32 159 

26 285 

Directors’ remunerations 

78 

78 

Retained Eaminss Carried Forward 

483 

5 763 1 

^ Total appropriation 

203 581 

171294 


Arab Bank Percentage of 

Ownership _ 

Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd.-Zurich,Geneva 100% 

Arab Bank Australia Ltd.-Sydney 100% 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG-Vienna 100% 

Arab B ank AG - Frankfurt/Germany 100% 

Arab Tunisian Bank-Tunis 64% 

Arab Bank Maroc-Morocco 50% 

Oman Arab Bank-Oman 49% 

Arab National Bank-Saudi Arabia 40% 

Arabia Insurance co., Lebanon 37 % 

Commercial Building Co. 30% 


ARAB BANK 

GENERAL MANAGEMENT, SHMEISANI, 

AMMAN, P.O.BOX 950544-5. TEL.: (962) (6) 607115,607231 
TELEX: 23091AKABNK JO, FAX: (962) («)60«793 ‘ 



































ARAB BANK 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS' 67th ANNUAL REPORT 


performance of 

the GROUP’S ENTITIES 

The Group's consolidated financial statements include die 
financial statements of Arab Bank Pic. Arab Bank (Switzerland) 
Lid., a sister company wholly owned by the shareholders of 
Arab Bank He. and the following wholly and majority owned 
subsidiaries: 

- Arab Bank AG. Frankfurt, wholly owned subsidiary. 

' Arab Bank Australia Ltd., wholly owned subsidiary. 

- Arab Bask t Austria/ AG, wholly owned subsidiary, 

■ Arab Tunisian Bank. 6434% owned. 

Arab Bank Pic 

■Arab Bank Pie was established in 1930. It is registered in 
Jordan as a public shareholding company. Arab Bank Pic is one 
nf the principal financial institutions in the Arab world and 
ranks among the leading intentauonaJ hanks in terms uf equity, 
earnings, and assets, it is engaged in providing a wide variety of 
financial services, which include retail hanking, private 
banking, trade financing, merchant banking, commercial real 
estate leading and international hanking. 

Results of operations 

Net income after tax reached JOD 95.7 million, representing an 
increase of JOD 15.2 million or 18.9% over 1995. The 
following table contains the comparative figures of the revenue 
components: 

in JOD millions 
1996 1995 Variance 

Revenue JOD % 


Net interest 
Net commission 
Foreign exchange 
Other revenue 


220.0 203.8 16.2 8.0 

59.2 52.6 6.6 12.5 

12.1 16.3 (4.21 (25.8) 

273 9.6 17.7 184.4 


Total 


318.6 2823 36.3 


12.9 


Operating expenses increased by JOD 16.7 million or 123% to 
reach JOD 153.7 million from JOD 137.0 million in 1995. 
Changes in the main components of operating expenses are 
presented in the following table: 


in JOD millions 
1996 1995 Variance 


Expenses 



JOD 

% 

Staff 

84.0 

,73.6 

10.4 

14.1 

Information system 

12.8 

113 

13 

13.3 

Depreciation 

9.9 

7.9 

2.0 

25.3 

Other operating 





expenses 

47.0 

44.2 

2.8 

63 

Tool 

153.7 

137.0 

I6i7 

123 


Financial position 

The shareholders' equity rose by JOD 78.0 million to reach 
JOD 630.0 million, a 14.1% increase over the figure of JOD 
552.0 million in 1995. The capita] adequacy ratio for tbe Bank 
at the end of 1996 was 1434% compared to 13.76% at the end 
of 1995. 

Customer deposits improved in 1996 to reach JOD 6396-6 
million from JOD 5,7973 million in 1995. Total external funds 
including deposits from banks rose to JOD 93983 million 
compared to JOD 83753 million in 1995, representing an 
improvement of JOD 923.0 million or 11.0%. Total assets 
increased by JOD 1.0423 million or 11.2%. A comparative 
analysis of Arab Bank assets in 1996 and 1995 is presented 
below: 


in JOD mfllioas 
1996 1995 Variance 

JOD % 


Cash and 
marketable 
securities 
Loans and 
advances 
All other assets 


Total 


5,192.4 4,839.1 3533 7.3 

411633 3.711.1 4523 123 

9814 745.4 237.0 31.8 

10338.1 9,295.6 1,0415 113 


The good growth of net income affected positively the 
profitability of the Bank. Equity ratios were also enhanced as a 
result of retaining a significant part of net income. Liquidity 
declined slightly after the increased investments in risk assets. 
A comparative analysis of Arab Bank’s main financial ratios is 
presented in the following table: 

-- 1995 


55.8 


Liq uidity ratios: _ 

and quasi-cash to total assets 50.2 

Cash and quasi-cash 

tototal external funds 
Equity ratios: 

ghareholdere' equity 
to total assets 
Capital adequacy 

Performance ratios: 

Net ipennie IO tote! assets 
Net income to 
shareholders' equity 
taco** perstore_ 


52.1 


57.8 


0.9 


0.9 


153 14.6 

JOD 21.7 JOD 183 


Dividends 

Stoning I January 1996. the new Jordanian tax taw- became 
effective. An amount of 10% of dividends has to be withheld 
and paid directly by the Bunk io the tax authorities. Arab Bank 
decided to increase the cash dividends from JOD 3.5 per share 
to JOD 4.0 per shure in order to compensate the shareholders 
for the new withholding lax. Total cash dividends inclusive of 
tbe withholding tax reached JOD 17,6 million compared with 
JOD 15.4 million in 1995. 

Other achievements 

The management continued its hard work to improve customer 
services and to enhance ilie shareholders' net worth. 
Extraordinary efforts wen: cnik.cmr.Jied on private hanking, 
staff, the branch network and information technology 

Private banking 

Market studies carried out hy Arab Bank have revealed that the 
major .Arab domestic markets are poised to experience further 
increased development in the growth-oriented trend during the 
next 5 to 10 years. htter-Aroh trade and investment 
opportunities ore expected io grow through liberalisation and 
the gradual build-up of Arab Capital Markets. Arab and 
international private investors as well as entrepreneurs are 
anticipated to play a major role in the new glohal environment. 
Arab Bank’s commitment to its traditional role of active 
financier and advisor to its Private Clients has been further 
strengthened and enhanced hy the formation of a dedicated and 
experienced team to lead Arab Bank Private Banking activities. 

The mandate uf this new team will entail satisfying clients' 
needs through working with Arab Bank's network entities, 
located in both domestic and international markets, to deliver 
quality private banking services and products. Accordingly, an 
As&el Management team will be established early in 1997. 
within the Arab Bank Private Banking Division. This new team 
will incorporate the in-depth knowledge of Arab markets and 
expertise of international markets accumulated through the 
Bank's international units. The team will offer suitable asset 
allocation proposals, investment opportunities in the form of 
common investments (Mutual Funds) or through direct 
investments, to its clients. Investment proposals will include 
both local and international currencies and products reflecting a 
truly global competitive offering. 

Staff- 

Improving the staff technical and professional ability continued 
to be a prime objective in the Bank. Total number of employees 
reached 5.139 in addition to the employees of the subsidiaries, 
sister institution and affiliates. In-house and external training 
programmes were developed and used by a significant number 
of employees. Total training cases reached 1.164 at the end of 
J996. 

Brandi network 

Arab Bank continued to .supplement its worldwide branch 
network. In Jordan, a new branch in Ammon as well as five 
offices commenced operations. Two additional branches were 
opened in Palestine, in Hebron and Ramallah. Outside the Arab 
world, a representative office in Santiago, Chile, and another in 
Shanghai, China, were established in 1996 and a new office 
created in Cyprus. 

Information technology 

The Bank continued to employ the latest technology to improve 
its system and services. Internet user* can now connect to Arab 
Bank web site ‘urabbank.com* and ubtoin various information 
about the Bank. They can also communicate with the Bank's 
main branches. Visa Electron cards are being issued by the 
Bank and all Visa / Plus cards will be accepted on its ATM 
network. Arab Bank branches began displaying a mutiimedia 
film to customers in order lu promote services. 

Arab Bank (Switzerland! Ltd. 

Arab Bank (Switzerland! Ltd. was constituted as on 
independent Swiss company in 1962. Its head office is located 
in Zurich with a branch in Geneva. The bank's shareholders are 
identical to those of Arab Bunk Pic. The Bank offers 
comprehensive services in all major banking areas and 
combines the Swiss tradition in private banking with a global 
perspective. Switzerland's stability and confidentiality as well 
as the efficient and personal service provided by Arab Bank 
(Switzerland! Ltd. are the key factors in its conlinuous success. 

Performance In 1996 

The Swiss Franc depreciated against the USD during most of 
1996. It declined from 1.1550 at the beginning of the year to 
1.3490 at the end uf the year. The impact of fluctuations in the 
exchange rate was rellecied in the Bank's baiancc sheet os well 
as in the income statement. 

The balance sheet total of CHF 1.480.5 million increased by 
CHF J64.9 million or 123% mainly as a result of a weaker 
Swiss Franc. Lendings to customers increased by CHF 51.1 
million to reach CHF 356.7 million. Inter-bank business and 
loan exposure do not contain risks that demand specific 
provisions. Net income for the year amuunted to CHF 17.3 
million without any significant change from last year's figures. 
The decline in net interest income was compensated by a better 
income achieved in other activities. Operating expenses 
continued at the same level of the previous year recording CHF 
17.4 million. The Board of Directors proposes to the General 
Meeting of Shareholders the distribution uf CHF 5.3 million as 


cash dividends and tbe allocation ot CHF 113 million to special 
reserve and CHF 03 million to leirul reseixe. 


Arab Bank Australia Limited 

Since obtaining an unrestricted banking authority from ihe 
Reserve Bunk of Australia in September 1994. .Arab Bank 
Australia Limited now provides a wide range of banking services 
to the large Arabic community uf Sydney. The Bank continued its 
expansion as a retail bank hy opening a sixth branch in the 
Western Sydney suburb of Auburn in March 1996. 

The Bank is also actively involved in providing trade finance 
services and promoting trade between Australia and the Middle 
East. 

Profit before tax in 1996 was AL'D 1.3 million compared to AUD 
1.(1 million in 1995. The i99t> profit included a general provision 
lor doubtful debts of AUD 0.5 million. Despite increased pressure 
on lending margins, income increased by I2 c i while operating 
expenses were held io only a 3% increase 

Assets rose to AL'D 208.2 million from AUD 170.0 mi I lion in 
1995. Deposits and other liabilities grew from AUD 117.0 million 
lu AllD J533 million in 1996. an increase of AL'D 36.2 million. 
After growing by 181% in 1995. customer deposits were 
increased in 1996 by a further 131%. 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG wits established in February 1987 in 
Vienna and commenced its operations in May the same year. 
Arab Bank (Austria) AG is an independent Austrian bank with an 
unrestricted licence to perform all hanking activities. It provides a 
wide range of services in individuals, corporate and institutional 
clients, government agencies and other international financial 
institutions. 

One of its key missions is to develop the Group's relationships 
with Eastern Europe and Russia. For several years now- it has been 
offering services io our customers such as tbe financing of trade, 
information on investment opportunities and the introduction of 
appropriate partners in that area. 

Compared to the previous year the Bank's balance sheet reflected 
an overall growth of 73%. Deposits from customers and 
non-Group banks increased io ATS 13 billion from ATS 1.4 
billion and total loans increased by 60% to reach ATS 703 
million. 

Arab Bank AG 

Arab Bank AG. a wholly owned subsidiary of Arab Bank Group, 
commenced operations in 1993 with a full commercial banking 
licence and the ability to provide branch banking within the 
European Union. Accordingly. Arab Bank AG plays a significant 
role in promoting Arab-European trade and economic 
cooperation. The Bank provides its customers with a full range of 
banking services, including investments and treasury products. 

In 1996 the Bank made tout profits of DEM 0.9 million. Total 
assets grew by DEM 70.0 million to DEM 542.0 million. The 
total balance sheet including contra accounts rose to DEM 862.0 
million, which is an increase of DEM 176.0 million over 1995. 
Total capital funds of Arab Bunk AG amount to DEM 98.0 
million. 

The Bank primarily offers its services to German corporations 
dealing with the Arab world. It also tries to expand business 
relations to German corporations, interested in doing business in 
Eastern Europe and Turkey. The service capabilities include 
money markets and foreign exchange dealings. 


Arab Tunisian Bank 

The Arab Tunisian Bank's (ATB) traditional approach in 
combination with its progressive activities produced respectable 
gains for the year ended 31 December 1996. Net income after tax 
increased to TND 73 million from TND 6.4 million in 1995. Total 
revenue advanced to TND 583 million from TND 517 million or 
10.6% over 1995. Total assets were augmented by TND 126.0 
million or 19.6%. reaching TND 768.0 million compared to TND 
642.0 million over the previous year. 

The following table depicts tbe comparative net interest income 
for 19% over 1995. 

.As can be seen, in 1996, ATB posted an increase in net interest 
income of 29.9% or TND 4.6 million. 



1996 

in TND minions 

199S Variance 

TND % 

Interest income 

413 

35.8 

5.4 15.1 

Interest expense 

213 

20.4 

0.S .1.9 

Net interest income 

203) 

15^ 

43 29.9 


The enhanced position of ATB was the result of growth in the loan 
portfolio and the decline in treasury expenses following the 
realisation of an increased capital. In 1996 the outstanding 75% of 
the 1995 share capital increase was paid-up. The loan and shares 
portfolio grew to TND 474.0 million compared to 
TND 430.0 million in 1995. a rise of 10.2%. This increase did not 
weaken the strong liquidity position of ATB as there was also an 
improvement in external funds, particularly stable customer 
deposits. 

The composition of external funds for 1996 and 1995 are 
compared in the following table: 

in TND millious 
1996 1995 Variance 





TND 

% 

Customer deposits 

438.0 

361.0 

77.0 

213 

Bank deposits 

118.0 

46.0 

72.0 

1563 

Other resources 

24.0 

20.0 

4.0 

20.0 

Cash margin 

10.0 

15.0 

(5.01 

1333) 

Total 

590.0 

442.0 

148.0 

3X5 


To better serve its customers and increase profitability. ATB 
undertook a reorganisation in (996. The Bank's automation was 
modernised and the process of ATB's integration into the 
environment was furthered. The plans for opening a new Bardo 
brandt are almost complete. It is scheduled to be operational 
shortly. 

Among the technologica] improvements implemented in 1996 was 
the installation of a new server designated to handle EFTFOS 
transactions. ATB is now the first Tunisian bank to establish a 
EFTPOS/SERVER link. In addition. ATB's Information 
Technology department has completed the Head Office cabling 
and is in (he process of developing several applications within the 
new computer environment, including the installation of a new 
automated teller machine in the El Manzah branch. 

Tbe Board of Arab Bank Pic takes this opportunity to express its 
appreciation to the shareholders and customers of Arab Bonk 
Group for their trust and confidence and to the staff for their 
loyalty and dedicated work. 


Tbe Board of Directors 


ARAB BANK PLC GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENDA 


The following are the items on the agenda of the General Assembly to be 
held on 28 March 1997: 

1. Presentation and adoption of the Minutes of the previous 66th meeting of the 
General Assembly. 

2. Presentation of the report of the Board of Directors for the year 1996 and outlook 
for 1997. 

3. Presentation of the Auditors' Report on the financial statements of the Bank for 
the financial year 1996. 

4. Presentation and approvaJ of the financial statements of the Bank for the year 1996 
and adoption of the recommendation of the Board of Directors to distribute a 
dividend for the year 1996 at the rate of JOD 4.0 per share, being 40% of the 
nominal value of JOD 10 per share. 

5. Approval of the Board of Directors' decision on 29 August 1996 to elect Mrs. 
Nazek Oudeh Al-Hariri as a member of the Board of Directors of Arab Bank Pic 
effective 29 August 1996 to fill the vacant position in conformity with Paragraph 
A of Article 178 of the Jordan Temporary Company Law (1), 1989 and Article 40 
of the Bank's Articles of Association. 

6. Release of the members of the Board of Directors from liability for the year 1996. 

7. Election of the Bank's Auditors for the year 1996 and determination of their 
remuneration. 

8. Approval of the appointment of Saba & Company as the Bank's external Auditors 
for Lebanon branches for a three-year period starting Januaiy 1st, 1996, in 
conformity with Articles (189) and (186) of the Lebanese Monetary and Credit 
Law. 

9. Other issues. 
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For ihe year ended 31 December J996. submitted to the 
General Assembly of Shareholders at the Annual Meeting held 
at the Bank's Head Office Building. Shmeisani. Amman, at 10 
a.m.. on Friday. 28 March 1997. 

To the Shareholders, 

The 1996 performance of Arab Bank Group reflects the 
extraordinary effort and dedication management directed 
toward tfic realisation of the three main objectives targeted by 
the Group. 

The fust objective, the efficient and effective management of 
overall control of total risks, will ensure the sound continuity 
of (he Group. By minimising exposure to adverse 
circumstances, the Group will not be forced to divert 
significantly from its established policies. 

The second objective is the qualitative development of the 
Group's operations, enabling it to function competently amidst 
the complex and challenging changes affecting the banking 
industry. 

The continuous enhancement of the general framework of 
banking services offered by the Group constitutes the third 
objective. Presently, the Group's product line is being 
ausmcnicd to provide clients with a more complete service, 
guaranteeing a swift and appropriate response to (fair needs as 
well a» a positive contribution to their success. 

Directed toward achieving these three objectives. Arab Bank 
Group's hard work and perseverance has resulted in a 
perceptible improvement in genuine growth and productiviry. 
This has also been accompanied by an increase in the Group's 
financial strength and the qualitative improvement of 
shareholders’ rights. 

In.(he paragraphs which follow, we are pleased to present tu 
you a summary of the prevailing conditions affecting the 
business environment in 1996 as well as an analysis of the 
strong financial position am) performance posted by the Group. 

Business environment 

General world economic and financial conditions were 
encouraging, with modest economic growth achieved during 
J99h. World growth in real GDP rose by 3.0“T. The major 
industrial countries’ real GDP growth rate increased b> 2.3*1. 
Short-term interest rates posted a significant decline for most 
of Europe and Canada, cau-ed in part by low inflation and 
weak growth. More modest declines occurred in the United 
States and Japan where growth was relatively stronger. North 
American stock markets continued to achieve strong gains. 
The rise of the United Stale.- Dollar during 1906. especially 
against the Japanese Yen. German Mark and Swiss Franc, 
brought these currencies more in line. In the Middle East, 
foreign investments have cased and economic performance has 
stagnated. This will continue to remain so. for as (one as the 
realisation of a just and lasting peace remains elusive. 

In the United States real GDP rose by 2.3*7. The recent 
recovery of consumer confidence has exceeded that of other 
industrial countries, and resulted in the United States becoming 
the only major industrial country to succeed in operating dose 
to its estimated economic capacity. By achieving growth close 
to its full potential, during j period of low inflation, coupled 
with a relatively flexible and dynamic labour and product 
market, the country has been successful in achieving and 
maintaining a relatively low unemployment level of 5 . 4 * 4 :. In 
conjunction with these improvements, the general government 
budge; deficit has continued to decline. 

In Japan, a correction of the earlier overvaluation of the Yen. 
supportive fiscal policies and easier monetary policy, 
combined with the strengthening of business and consumer 
confidence, placed the economy on the path to recovery. Real 
GDP growth rate increased by 3.75k. while the unemployment 
rate decreased by a slight margin, remaining relatively stable at 
3.3%. However, difficulties arising from the weakness of the 
banking sector continue to pose a risk for Japan’s steady 
economic growth. 

The level of consumer confidence in most of the European 
Union (EU) countries, remained uninspired, resulting in 
disappointing levels of performance. Across much of Europe 
unemployment levels continued to remain high and in many 
cases increased. These high rates of unemployment, 
representing considerable under utilisation of labour resources, 
have reduced potential output significantly. Real GDP growth 
rales remained sluggish and unimpressive, due in large 
measure to the enactment of restrictive monetary policies and 
the necessary structural adjustments, which are required for 
countries to meet the convergence criteria for European 
Monetary Union as laid down in the Maastricht Treaty. 

Growth has remained fairly stable for the developing countries 
as a whole, showing approximately a 63% real GDP increase. 
Activity in emerging market countries was generally expected 
to remain buoyant on the basis of strong domestic demands 
and steady large capital inflows, especially oF foreign direct 
investment. Production of erode oil remained stable and, due to 
favourable oil prices, petroleum producing countries wens able 
not only to substantially reduce their fiscal/budge; deficits, but 
also to implement future investment plans. 

FINANCIAL REVIEW 

The analysis of Arab Bank Group’s financial statements and 
results of operations is presented in the following section. The 
financial statements, which are also included in this report, are 
presented in US Dollars after the translation of ail the Group 
members* financial statements into US Dollars, which is the 
functional and reporting currency of the Group. Arab Bank Pic 
and Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd. constitute around 90% of 
the total assets of the Group. The reporting currencies of the 
two entities are the Jordanian Dinar and the Swiss Franc 
respectively. The average exchange rate of the Jordanian Dinar 
.against Che US Dollar was fixed ai 0.709 in (995. The Swiss 


1995 

Variance 

USD *7 

I.27S.6 

86.1 

6.7 

7%3 

42.4 

5.3 

4823 

43.7 

9.1 


Franc exchange rale was 1.3490 at the end c*f I9y6 and 1. 1550 
at the end of 1995. 

Results of operations 
Overview 

In 1996. Arab Bank Group achieved outstanding financial 
results. Net income aftertax reached USD 197.is million. Total 
revenue was augmented to USD 541.4 million from USD 
473.9 million. Net income per share (on the basis of Arab 
Bank Pic common share of 4.400.OUCh was (7.7% better than 
in the previous year, recording USD 45.0 per -.hare compared 
to USD 38.2 per share in 1995. The cash dividend was also 
increased from USD 26.3 million to USD 32.2 million. 

Interest and commission income 

The Group realised an increase of USD 43.7 million in net 
interest and commission income representing 9 IT over 1995. 
The following table contains comparative figures for the two 
years: 

in USD millions 


interest and 
commission 
income 
interest and 
commission 
expense 
Netinterest 


The percentage uf interest income to total assets was 7.9*7 in 
1996 compared to 8.2*7 in 1995. A lower interest rate »>n most 
currencies explains the decline in the gross return on assets. 
However, the net interest and commission income to total asset 
ratio was 3.3 / r almost without change from (he previous year. 
The pre-planned grow th in loan portfolio and other nsk assets 
compensated for the lost revenue on internal funds due to the 
decline in interest rates. 

Revenue from foreign exchange trading 
Only toward the end of 1996. did the US Dollar sun to 
appreciate aggressively against other major currencies and. 
except lor the gradual increase of the value of ihe Pound 
Sterling, the foreign exchange market during must of the year 
was relatively stable. On the oilier hand, the value of the 
Jordanian Dinar against the US Dollar was fo.ed by the Central 
Bank of Jordan in 1995 at an average rate of JOD 0.709 per 
one USD. The revenue from foreign exchange trading declined 
to USD 25.5 million from USD 31.9 m jugs. The foreign 
exchange trading positions opened as pan of the Group's 
activities are liquidated on a Jaily basis. Exceptions in 
extraordinary eireumsiunces arc limited to small amnunt- and 
they are well-controlled by higher levels of management. 

Other revenues 

Other revenues improved significantly to USD 415 million 
from USD 16.5 million in 1995 . The gain of USD 25.0 million 
or 151.4*7 over (he previous year was ihe resuli of income 
derived from trading portfolio and recovered bad debts. Other 
revenues also included revenues from leased premises, 
services to clients and several other items of non-recurring 
nature. 

Revenue-related expenses 

Revenue-related expenses are composed mainly from specific 
and general provisions for doubtful debts and investments. The 
good asset quality of the Croup as well as the rise in sovereign 
debt market prices lessened the need to increase substantially 
the earmarked provisions of risk assets. In 1996. total 
provisions debited to the profit and loss account were USD 

51.6 million compared to USD 56.7 million in the previous 
year, representing a decline of USD 5.1 million or 9 .1 %. 

Operating expenses 

Total Operating expenses increased to USD 268.0 million from 
USD 245.2 million. In spite of the increase of USD 22.8 
million or 93% increase in operating expenses, it only 
represented 49_5% of total revenue compared Co 51.7% the 
previous year. The following table contains a detailed 
comparative analysis of operating expenses: 

In USD millions 



1996 

1995 

Variance 
USD % 

Staff 

145.1 

131.2 

13.9 

! 0.6 

Information system 

18.6 

17.6 

1.0 

5.7 

Depreciation 

17.8 

14.0 

3.8 

27.1 

Other operating 
expenses 

Total 

86.5 

268.0 

S24 

245-2 

4.1 

223 

5.0 

93 


Net Income and Income tax 

Income before tax and net income after tax are presented 
below: 

In USD minions 
1996 1995 Variance 

_ USD % 


Net income 
before tax 

Income tax _ 

Net Income after fax 


273.3 228.7 44.6 19-5 
75-5 60.7 14.8 24.4 

197.8 168 M 298 17.7 


Net income after tax in 1996 was slightly short of USD 200.0 
million, representing an improvement of 17.7% over the 
figures of 1995. Income lax does noi include taxes paid in 
a/filiated companies. It only represents income iax relating to 
Arab Bank Pic. its sister institution and subsidiaries. The main 
reasons for die increase of the Group’s income tax was the 
impact of the new lax law in Jordan which was activated in 
1996. According to the new law, 20% of non-Jordanian 
income of Arab Bank Pic is to be subjected to Jordan income 
tax. In spite of the increase in taxes, profitability ratios were 


better in 1996. Net income represented 368% of total revenue 
in comparison to 35.5** in 1995. Net income to shareholders' 
equity was improved to 14.1% from 13.3^2. Net income to 
(OUl assets WVB 1-24*7 in 1996 compared to 1.17*< in 1995. 


Financial Position 
Credit management 

To manage balance sheet and off-balance sheet exposure, ihe 
Group ri«k control process is applied globally. Responsibilities 
for credit risks are shared between line units and Head Office. 
The branches and subsidiaries have a primary responsibility to 
evaluate credit risks and ensure that each individual credit 
exposure is well-controlled and managed. The line manager 
has the authority to gram credit up to a certain pre-determined 
amount. At Head Office, (he decisions related to credit are 
handled by committees at three different levels: 

- Credit department committee 

- Credit management committee 

- Senior authority committee. 

Risk asset* ore divided into three different groups: Jordan. 
Arab countries and international. Each area is controlled by a 
specialised credit department. The .Assistant General Manager 
lor credit coordinates and supervises the three credit 
department--, and heads the credit management committee. The 
senior authority comminee is chaired by the General Manager 
and includes the Deputy General Manager, the Assistant 
General Manager and the three Senior Managers of the credit 
departments. 

Development of loan portfolio 

loan* and advances net of provisions grew by USD “55 3 
million, representing an increase of 12.4% to reach USD 

6.829.6 million at the end of 1996. The off-balance sheet 
exposure declined by USD 697.5 million or 125*7. thus 
leaving total credit risk of the Group at the same level as of 
1995. The follomns table contains the comparative data of tie 
Group credit risk in 1996 and 1995: 



in USD millions 



1996 

1995 

Variance 




LSD 

% 

Loan portfolio, net 

6.829 6 

6.074.-; 

755-2 

124 

Off-balance -fact 





Acceptance' 

241.1 

2018 

3S3 

!S.9 

• Letters of credit 

1308.5 

132-5.8 

>2I93» 

> ] 4.4 1 

• Letter* of 





euaramee 

2323.7 

2508.5 

WJ 

0“ 

• Undrawn loan' 

1.009.9 

1341.6 

»5?1.7> 

13431 

Total 





off-balance ‘heel 

4.8S5 2 

53S0.7 

•60“3‘ 

025: 

Total exposure 

11.7128 

11.655.1 

57.7 

03 


Loans and advances composed 42.9*7 of toiai assets in 1996 
compared to 42.2' r r at the end of the previous year. They also 
represented 4.9 times the shareholders’ equity compared to 4 .$ 
time> at the end of 1995. 


Provisions for doubtful debts 

The provisions tor doubtful debts are determined by the 
evaluation of individual credits and changes in the quality of 
credit portfolio levels of non-accrual loans, economic 
conditions, changes in size and character of credit risks and 
other related factors. Risk assets are classified according to 
their quality into six groups: current, waiddisL special 
mention, substandard, doubtful and loss. Credits with serious 
degrees of classification are reviewed by Head Office on a 
quarterly basis. The credit portfolio is reviewed semi-annually 
in order to assess sufficient provisions. Levels and amounts of 
provisions are also examined in the light of the monetary 
authorities’ guidelines as well as studies performed by the 
external auditors. The Group ceases to accrue interest on 
doubtful debts as soon as they are classified as such. Arab 
Bank Group’s provisioning policies far exceed the industry 
norms and monetary authorities' guidelines. Balances of credit 
risk provisions are presented in tire following table: 

in USD millions 

_ 1996 1995 Variance 

USD % 

Provisions 367.6 347.0 20.6 5.9 

Interest in suspense_71.3 503 21.0 41.7 


Liquidity management 

Liquidity management policy of Arab Bank Group is an 
important element of its strategic orientation. Liquidity is 
defined as the ability to meet near-term and projected 
long-term funding commitments, while supporting future 
expansion in a manner consistent with the Bank’s strategic 
plans. Arab Bank Group maintains higher liquidity than the 
acceptable norm of die banking industry. The high liquidity 
enables the Group to survive in the extraordinary unstable 
political environment of the Middle EasL FIS' liquidity 
management purposes, the Group is divided into several 
regional centres. Each centre is responsible for the operating 
units in its area and has its own handing and liquidity plans in 
accordance with the policies of the Group managemenL 
Liquidity is managed and monitored on a daily basis by the 
Treasurer and the Manager. Asset/ Liability Management 
Committees in the centres coordinate liquidity position on a 
weekly basis. At Head Office, the High Asset/Liability 
Management Committee monitors and supervises die liquidity 
position of the Bank on a monthly basis. Strategies and 
adjustments of policies are carried out quarterly. 

Prudent liquidity analysis at ail levels includes dividing the 
asse ts and liabilities into different maturity bands. It also 
includes analysis of the sources of funds, their stability and 
cost. The following table gives a comparative analysis of the 
liquid assets of the Group: 




Cash and banks 
Government 
securities 
Trading securities 

Total 


in USD millions - 

1996 1995 Variance -.“ 'r: 

. _ USD '% 

6.023.1 5.708.3 314.8 5.5 

912.9 5,093.8 <180.9) (163) 
166,0 34.7 1313 37 S3 

7.102.0 6,836.8 26521 3.9 , 


It can be observed from the previouse table that die percentage 
of the liquid assets increased by 3,9%. It should be noted that 
liquidity assets on average mature within three months. 

Tbe external sources of funds at the end of 1996 and 1995 are 
presented below: 


is USD millions 
19% 1995 Variance 

_ USD % 

9,680.7 8.75li 929-5 10.6 

53273 2.984.4 343.1 115 

598.1 543.6 54.5 10.0 

13.606.3 122792 1377.1 10.6, 


Customer deposits 
Bank deposits 

Cash, margin _ 

Total 


Customer deposits are. composed of stable funds that have 
remained with the Bank for continuous and stable periods. 
Core deposits are estimated at 80Se. 

The following tahtn . gives some liquidity ratio measures for die 
Group at the end of 19% and 1995: 


in USD millions 
1996 1995 


I50_5 153.0 


r.nh ami quasi-cash to 
total external funds 
Cash and quasi-cash to total assets 
Customer deposits and 
cash margin to loan portfolio 
Customer deposits and 
cash margin to total assets 


Interest rate risk management 

Tbe Group aims to mummse tbe negative impact on net 
income of the adverse movements on interest rates. Value at 
risk is monitored and controlled closely. Tbe Group manages 
hs interest rate risks in accordance whb die policies and limits 
established by tbe Head Office of die Bank. Asset/Liabflrty 
Management Committees in the centres as well as Treasurers 
handle the day-to-day management of interest rate risks. The 
AssetiLiabUiiy Management Committee at Head Office deals 
with strategic positions and policies. Arab Bank Group also' 
takes a conservative approach in its interest rate' risk 
managemenL 

In general, ihe Bank matches tbe maturity of its assets and 
liabilities. The Group trading and dealing in interest rate 
derivatives is mostly limited to capping its mismatch position. 

Tbe impact of interest rate risk management as well as other 
dimensions of risk supervision are reflected in tbe net interest 
and commission in the Group's financial results. The return on 
average total assets of the Group for 1996 and 1995 B 
presented below: 

in USD millions 
1996 1995 Variance 

USD % 


Net interest and 
commission 
Average 
total assets 
Return on 
average assets 


526.0 482.3 43.7 9.1 


15.154.0 14364.7 7893 53 


3 5% 34% 0.1% 29 


From the above, it can be observed that tbe Group increased its 
effectiveness in 1996. The return on average assets was 
unproved to 33% from 3.4%. 

Capital management 

Tbe main objective of capital management is to provide the 
shareholders of the Group with sufficient return on equity 
wicbout exposing the Bank to unwarranted risks. A solid 
capital base combined with above average liquidity underline 
the extraordinary financial strength of Arab Bank Group. 
Capital management is carried out by the General Manager and 
the High Asset/Uability Management Committee at Head 
Office. The Group concentrates on enhancing its equity by 
retaining income. The continuous development of equity aitm 
to meet the growing needs of the branches and subsidiaries. At 
the end of 1996. total shareholders’equity reached USD 
1,4023 million representing an improvement of 10.6 % over 
die previous year's figures. It amounted to 93% of average 
total assets compared to 8 . 8 % in 1995. Tbe following table 
represents the calculation of the capital adequacy ratio, 
according to (he BIS rules, ai the end of 1996 and 1995 -. 

in USD millions 
1996 1995 Variance 


Equity <*) 

Tier I 
Tier 2 

Risk weighted 
assets 
Capital 

adequacy ratio 


1.U23 989.6 122.7 

358.2 134.8 223.4 

9.138.0 7,682.6 1.455.4 

16 . 09 % 1444 % 145 % 


(*) Group equity minus reserves wiih associated companies 
The improvement in the capital adequacy ratio is justified, in 
view of the continuous demand of the regulatory authorities for 
capital funding of our operating unite. At the end of 1997, all 
multinational banks will be obliged to provide additional 
capital to meet the Basle Committee requirements for market 
risks in addition ro the 8 % capital required for credit risk 
weighted assets. 
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ARAB BANK Pic. 


General Management* 

PO. Bo* 950544 & 950545 

Shmeivinj 

Amman 11195 

Tel. 607231, 607115.701980 
Fax W6793.6U6K30 
Tlx. 23091 


King Faisal St, Amman 
P.O Box 8 & 68 
Ammon J |I1S 
Tel. 6&161-9 
Fax ftJ70*2 
Tlx. 21130, 216211 


Qurayvh Street. .Amman 
P.0. Bern 6760 
Amman 1111$ 

Tel. bS 1234 
Fj\ 054141 
TL.21HW 


Hashod Street Office 
P.O. Box t>7M> 
Amman II11$ 

Tel. 654961/2 
Fax. 6W77«.654%3 


Muhajcrrwi Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 67t>0 
Qurayvh Sired 
Amman 11118 
Tel. 74987 IF! 

Fax. 749S73 


AbdaQ, Amman 
P.O. Box 92661)7 
Amman 11110 
TeL 627271-3.614504 
Fax. 649305 
Tlx. 23416 


Abo Aland*. Amman 
P.O. Box 3SI 
Ammon 11592 
Tel. 731451/2, 731630 
Fax. 732161 
Tlx. 23640 


Souk Al Kbodar Aljadeed Office 
iSuhab) 

P.O. Box 351, Abu ALnda 
.Amman 11592 
Tel. 737360.737363 
Fax 737365 


Khretbei El-Suq Office, Amman 
P.O. Box35l,AbuAbnda 
Khretbet El-Suq. Madaba St 
.Ammon 11592 
Tel. A Fax 737650 


Filth Circle, Amman 
P.O. Bux 141107 *141108 
Ammon 11814 
Tel. 696870/3 
Fax. 696874 
Tlx. 23095 


Abdoun Office, Amman 
P.O.Box 141107/8 
Amman 11814 
Tel. 862030/1 
Fax. 862032 


Mecca Street Office, Amman 
P.O. Bux 141108 
Amman 11814 
TeL 3525063 
Fa*. 5525691 


SuwaifevjH Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 141108 
Amman 11814 
Tel. S18667 
Fax. 818273 


Gardens, Amman 
P.O. Bo* 720 
TV AlAli 
Amman 11953 
Wasfi AJ-Tal St 
TeL 686922.686581 
Fax. 686923 
Tl* 23602 


Madinab Stmt Office 
P.O. Box 270.Tta’Al Ali 
Amman ,11953 
TeL 847625 
Fax. 847625 


Jabal Amman, Amman 
P.O. Bo* 2711 
Amman 1 1182 
Abu Na'meh B inkling 
Near Zahran Police 

TeL 629479.629835.629821 
Fax. 655812 
Tl*. 23793 


Intercontinental Hotel Office, 

Amman 

P.O. Box 2711 

Amman 11182 

Tel. 6+4134 

Fa*. 649106 


Rainbow Street Office, Amman 

P.O. Bo* 2711, Jabal Amman 
Amman 11182 
TeL 613715/6 
Fax. 613717 


Jabal Hussein, Amman 
P.O. Bo* 8348 
Amman 11121 

Khaled Ben Aiwalecd St, 

TeL640237,61424? 

Fax. 649337 
Tlx. 21154 


41 Hussein Camp Office, Amman 
bn Rox 8348. Jabal Hussein 


P.O. Box 8348. Ja 
AJawdah St 
Amman 11121 
Tel. 614891/2 
Fax. 614893 


A1 Nnzha Office# Amman _ 

RO. Box 8348. JobalHussctn 

Amman 11121 

NuzbaS l 

Tel. 687945/b 

Fix. 687!W7 


Jabal Lowcibdth, Amman 
P.O. Box 9105 
Ammon II191 
Tel. 638673.649295 
Fa*. 6492% 

Tlx. 21854 


JutM-Uin, Ammon 

P.O. Box 15. Jubciha 
Amman 11941 
The Univeniiy of Jordon SL 
Tel. 83218(1, H4SS41.8471W7 
Fax. 832181 
Tlx. 21639 


Wadi Saqra Street Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 2711. Jabal Ammon 
Amman 11182 
TeL 617361/2 
Fax. 617363 


Hussein's Sports City Office. 

JSbS* 8348. Jabal Husseia 
Amman IH21 
TeL 687951/2 
Fax-687953 


Mahaua Street, Amman 
P.O. Bvi* 6004 
Amman 11116 
Tel. 651375-7 
Fax. 651773 
Tlx. 21463 


Jabal At Nasr Office 
P.O. Box 6904 
Malum 11118 
Tel. 888272/3 
Fax 888274 


Jabal AJ-Taj Office, Amman 

P.O. Box 6904 

Amman 11118 

Jabal Al-Taj. Taj Main St. 

Tel. 750806/7 
Fax. 750808 


North Hashfani Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 6904 
Amman 11118 
TeL 888161/2 
Fax. 888163 


Wadi At Nasr Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 6904 
Amman 11118 
Tel. 757101 
Fax. 651773 


Marita, Amman 
P.O. Box 15450 
Amman 11134 
Tel. 891008/9.889283 
Rut 886570 
Tlx. 21080 


Marka Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 15450 
King Abdallah Street 
Marita 11134 
Tel. 874491-2 
Fax 874493 


Efitteen Camp Office (SchniDeri 

P.O.Box 15450 

King Hussein Street 

Amman 11134 

Tel. 885533. 896280 

Fax. 896280 


Shmwcml, Amman 
P.O. Box 950546 
Amman 11195 
Tel. 607231.607115 
Fax. 670564 
Tlx. 23093/4 


Queen Alia Airport Office 
P.O. Bo* 950546 
Amman 11195 
TO.5I2(H.5I707 
Fa*. 51204 


SnwcSdi, Amman 
P.O.Box 175 
Amman 11910 
TeL 841626,831767 
Fax. 831105 
Tlx. 23987 


AJ-Boq'a Office 
P.O Box 146 
Al-Baq'a Camp 
Al-Baq'a 19381 
Al-Qudt Society Bldg, 
m a Fbx 725742 
Tlx. 23987 


AppBcd Sciences University Office 
P.O. Bax. 175, SawcilBh 

Shafts Baton 
Amman 1J9J0 
TO.842213 
Fax. 841501 


Fubeb Office, Fnbcb 
Fuhcis - Mobes Circle 
P.O. Box 55 Shnbak Al-Abli 
Ftohcfc 19153 
TeL 720658/9 
Fax. 720741 


Khatda Office, Anunao 
Wasfi TaL Si. (KhaWal 
P.O. Box 175, SuweUeh 
Amman 11910 
TeL 830651/2 
Fax. 830653 


Wadi Seer, Amman 
P.a Box 140025 
Amman 11814 
TeL 859323 
Fox, 823671 
Tlx. 23968 


City Terminal Office, Amman 
7ih Circle - Jabal Amman 
PX>. Box 140025 
' Bayodcr Wadi Seer 
Amman 11814 
TO. 857681 
FOX. 859618 


Al lira 1 linfvendty Office 
P.O. Box 140025. 
BayaderWadi Seer 
Qwen Alia lai'l Airport Rd. 
Amman 11814 
Td. 591556 
Fax. 591557 


YViufl Seer Industrial Area Office, 
Amman 

P.O. Box 140025 
Bayader Wadi Seer 
Amman 11814 
Tel. 862693/4 
Fax. 827428 


Tam, Mimidpa«ty i O«^ rt Amin “ 

p^*Box 8348, Jabal Hussad 

Torcq SL 

Amman Hl£t 

TO 694121/2 j 

pax. 692143 


Wahdat, Amman 

P.O. Box 16067 &620W5 

Amman 11152 

Smile Alkhfldar AhnariauJ Sl 

TO. 771122/3,782123 

Fax. 744572 

Tl*. 21824 




ARAB BANK BRANCHES, SISTER, SUBSIDIARY 
AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 


Muqalrfdn Office, Amman 
P.O. 16067 
Amman 11152 
Td. 7658l)| 

Fax 744572 


Al Ashraffth Office. Amman 
P.O. Bn* 16067 
Amman 11152 
Tel. 746891/2 
Fa*. 746863 


Madalw Street Office. Amman 

P.O. Box 16067 

Amman 11152 

Tel 7-16801/S 

Fm. 746817 


Rax Al Ain Office. Anunao 
P.O. Box lhU»7 
Amman 11152 
Td. 7407V1/2 
Fax. 7467**3 


Ynnnnuk Street Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 16067 
Amman 11152 
Tel. 748771/2 
Fa*. 748773 


Aqaba 
P.O. Box 37 
Aqabu 77110 
Avouk Atti|un St. 
Tel. 313545-7 
Fax 313447 
Tl*. 62329 


Irbid 

P.O. Btu 16 
Irbid 21110 
King Abdulla Square 
Tel. 242251/2,244513 
Fax. 277596 
Tlx. 51539 


Al Hnsn Office, Al Husn 
P.O. Bo* 16 
Wasfi Al-Tal Si. 

Ir1»d 21 k 10 
Td. 210701 
Fax 210702 


Eidoun Office, Irbid 
P.O. Bax 16 
Irbid 21110 
Shufiq (rshekbi Si. 
Td. 278145/6 
Fa*. 278147 


Falastln SL Office, Irbid 
P.O. Bo* 16 
Irbid 21110 
Tel. 279496/7 
Fa*. 279498 


Hakama Office. Irbid 
P.O. Box 16 
Irbid 21110 
Tel. 278140/1 
Fax. 278142 


Ramtim Office. Ramtba 
P.O. Bo* 16 
Irbid 21110 
Nasser Ai-Toiloq St 
TeL 282761-2 
Fbx. 282763 


Jerasb 

P.O. Box 109 
Jerash261l0 
TO. 451583-5 
Fax. 452685 
Tb. 54502 


Ajham Office. AjJoun 
P.O. Bo* 168 
Ajloun 26810 
TeL 462750 


Karak 

P.O. Box 94 

Karak 61110 

TeL 351253/4.353461 

Fa*. 353462 

Tlx. 63001 


Ma'an 

P.O.Box 135 
Ma'an 71111 
TeL 2131740/3 
Fa*. 2132569 


Madafra 

P.O. Bo* 586 
PxlcMjnc Street 
Madaba 171 IQ 
Td. 545536-7.543921 
Fax. 541783 


Madaba Office 
P.O. Bo* 586 
Haxhimi Sued 
Madaba 17110 
TeL 543917 
Fax 541783 


Mafraq 
P.O. Bo* 296 
Mafraq 25110 
Tel. 431697,431817 
Fox. 432895 
Tlx 53503 


Rnsstih 
P.O. Bo* 351 
Ruudfa 13710 
Td. 951168.951661 
Fax. 951662 
Tlx. 41504 


Awqjan Office. Ruxsdfa 
P.O. Box 351 
Rus'cifa 13710 
Main Si. Awajan Junction 
Td. 902474 
Fax. 902475 


Yajuuz Office. RuMtdfa 
P.O. Bo* 351 
Jabal Shamali 
Yojouz Street 
Rununfa 13710 
Td. 952814/5 
Fax. 952819 


Joirian UmsenAy far Women 
Office. 

Amman 

P.O. Box 140025. Bayader Wadi Seer 
Amman 11814 
TeL 7I28SI/2 
Pte. 712883 


Sahab i Industrial Gty) 

P.O. Bo* 4 

Sahab 11512 

Td. 722107.722763 

Fax. 722762 

Tlx. 23726 


Mail Al-Uamam Office, Amman 

P.a 8m 140025. Bayader Wadi Seer 

Amman U814 

Mnrj Al-Hamam Square 

Td, 714861 

Fax. 712751 


Salt 

P.O. Box 658 
Sail 19110 
Tel. 554935-7 
Fa*. 553247 


Deir Alta 
P.O. Box 138 
Deir Alla 182(0 
TeL 573138 
Fax. 573137 

South Shoo** Office 
P.O. Box 138 
Amman Strcri 
Deir Alb 18210 
Td. 571711/2 
Fax 571713 


TaJUch 
P.O. But 147 
King Hussein Sired 
Tufiluh 61,1 lu 
Tel. 343534#5 
Fas 343536 


Wadi Mum 
PX). Bos St* 

Wadi Mum 71S1U 
Tel 2I5WUO-3 
Fas. 2156804 


Pttra Office. Petru 
I'.O. Bus So 

R im Cits ViMiors* Cenirc 
WjJi Mum 7IS 10 

Td. 215M35AJ 
Fa*. 215643$ 


Tasbil Zamuo Office. Wadi Musa 
PO. Bos Sti 
Wadi Muvj 718IU 
Td 2150123*4 
Fas. 2150125 


Zcrlta 

PO. Bos 145 
King Hussein Si. 
Zcrka >31 ID 
Td. 983381/2 
Fja. 994522 
Tl*. 41421 


Al Hussein Dtstrfd Office, Zerlu 

P.O. Bos 145 

Zuria 131 in 

Bah AJwuad Sl 

Sukhneb Junction 

Td. 996191/2 

Fa*. 1)96163 


Ghussdrieh Office. Zerka 
P.O. Box 145 
Zerka 13110 
King Glcui Si. 

TO ‘W748I/2 
Fa* 997483 


King Tala] Sl Office, Zerlu 
P.O. Box 145 
Zerka 13110 
Td 900940/1 
Fa*. 900942 


Offshore Banking Unit. Manama 
P.O. B,.* 813 

Government A tv Manama Centre 
Td. 212255.226303 
Fax. 224475 
Tlx 9559 8658 


Manama 

P O. Box 395 
Government Avc. 
Tel. 229988 
Fa*. 210443 
Tls. 8232.8264 


Qudaibiya 

P.O Box 2425 

Shaikh Issa AWshahir Sl 

Al-Mou.su Building. Manama 

Tel. 2584J8 

Fax. 271206 

Tlx. 7173 


Muhamq 

P.O. Bo* 22295 

Shaikh Hamad SL 

Ls»a Ai-Hadi Building No. 255 

Tel 343655 

Fa*. 343584 


Cyprus 

Area Office 

P.O Box 5700 
Tel. 4571II 
Fa*. 457880 
Tl*. 5717 


Nicosia 
P.O. Box 5650 
28 Samar ora Avenue 
1311 Nicosia 
Tel. 457111 
Fa*. 367741 
Tlx. 5066 


Lamaca 

P.O. Box R55 

18 Greguru. Afxemiuu Avenue 

6307 Lanwca 

Td. 625200 

Fax. 625087 

Tlx. 5470 


I immi l 

P.O. Bos 3433 
I DO A. Archbishop 
Makanos HI Avenue 
3303 Lmusvul 
Td. 381678 
Fax. JR 16*2 

Tlx 5032 


Paphos 

PO. Box >40 
23. Sl. Paul's Avenue 
8101 Paphos 
Td. 243363 
Fax. 24401K 
Tlx. 4387 


Egypt 

Cairo 

P.O. Box 2006 
28 Tala'l Harb Si. 

Tel. 574*394. 5746218.7672% 
Fat 5746165 

Tlx 2I4HI. 2IN5J. 20251 ■ Dealing 
Roi*mi 


Kl-Muhandcssecn, Cairo 
P.O. Bus 68. El-Mohandesseen 
50 Jarirsu EJ .Arab Sl. 

Tel. MC4J39. 3029405 
Fas. 3029065 
Tl* 21433.2WJ3 


Hdlopulis, Cairo 

P.O. 2352 Hurcya Pl«i 

44 Beinit Sired 

Tel. 4173611-3. 2MM578-9 

Ri*. 2906064 

Tlx. 9J45J.93456 


10th of Ramadan 

P.O. B.,.x 1057 

4463S lUlh of Ramadan City 

Td. 3t#7ul4/5 3631)13 

Fax. 357016 

Tls 23712 


Alexandria 

P.O. Box 24S5 
21 TjIj'i Harb Si. 

Tel. 4826*57.4Kh8» 
Fax 4K2U558 
Tlx. 5513155111 


France 

Ibm 

P.O. Box 319 
75365 Pan* Ontex UK 
26 Aw. ik-s Champs Elyseu* 
7.«*« Part- 
Td. 0145016 km 

Fax.ilM789iW7K 
TTx. 642443 


Canon 

45/47 La Criusene 
t *>« i) Cannes 
Tel tU4338(iKil 
Fa*. II44XW5434 
Tlx 642443 


Vlhcos 

PO. B-is 30557 
in Si«]i>ni St 
CiK 1U035 At hen. 

Tel. 3255-MMO. 3255515 i Dealing 

Rix.nl i 

Fa*. 3255519 

Tit 21W22 2J4538.221584 
(Dealing 


Rome 

P O. Bn* 745 

Purra VeneriaN 14 
lk>1$i R.mv 
Td wrufttTH.mi.M 
Fas 6745 m »| 

TVs &241M. 624100 * Dealing Roumt 


-Seoul 

C.P.O. B*ss 1331 

Daex**' Centre Bide. 22nd Floor 

541 Namdaemosxi-iu 5-ka 

Chung-Ku, Seoul 

TeL 317*8111 

Fas. 7570124 

Tl*. 34180. 29S4SiDeJinc Room) 


Betrnt 

P.O. Bos 11-1015 
Rexl Sohl Sl. 

Tel. b$d 153-4.680246,680249 

Fax. 680803.680299 

Tl*. 20789. 20644.20704211172 


Doro. Briml 
P.O Bus $0640 
Bourj Hommoud 
Tel. 5S2214.582408/9 
Fax. 5824(iS/9 E* 220 
Tlx. 43601/2 


Mazru'a. Beirui 
P.O. Bos 11-1525 
Coniiche Al Marra'a 
Tel. 654%4.654957 
Fix 654960 
TU. 22949.40473 


Ras Beirnt, Beirut 

P.O. Box 11-5187 

Makdixst Sl Hamra - Ras Beirut 

Tel. 86.3569.348484 - 6 

Fa*. 341685 

Tl* 44508.22807 


Verdun, Beirut 

P.O. Bo* 14-5285 

Rashid Karami Sl - V«dun 

Td. 810005.802653.807885. 

860474/5,868738/9 

Exx. 860651 

Tlx. 22893.43656/7 


Chtoura 

P.O. Bux 199. Zahlch 
Duher Centre. Main Rood 
Td. 842402. 842415 
Fax. 842415 
Tlx. 20789.20704 


Saida 

P.O Box |99 

Riad Sulh Sued. Saida Centre 
Td. 725923.721482.722072 
Fax. 721482 
Tlx. 47161 


Tripoli 
PO. Box 379 
Tall St.-Tall 

Tel. 430111-3.430120-1.624122 
Fax. 433033.604149 
TJs. 41920. 46315 


Zahreih, Tripoli 
P 0. Bos 379 
Al IsuUul Sl. 
Td. 434720-2 
Fax 434723 


Mina. Tripoli 
P.O. Bo* 379 
Mina St 

Tel. 600982.602364.602383 
Fax 600982 


Ramalhih 
P.O. Bus. 1476 
Rjrrullih 
Tel. W52A1X) 
Fas. '.1982444 


Kanullah - Al- Manara 
P O. Bus I4S7 
Manura Square 
Ramallah - West Bank 
Tel ‘<954822-3 
Fa* 99.54824 


Ramaltah - Al-Balad 
PO. Bu» 1481 
RamJlah - Al-Babd 
Tel. 99s 6460 
Fa*. 99$ 64S8 


Bethlehem 

P.U. Bos 537 
Monger Sl. 
Bethlehem 
Tei. 64700VX5 
Fjs. 647UU8K 


ilrbrnn 

P.O. Bus 601 
Alsulam Sued 
Td. 992 W10-4 

Fas *06418 


Nablus 
P.O B.,\ 38 
Al-Hussein Circle 
Nablus 

Tel. 3523411-45 

Fax. 3S 235I 


Jenin 

P.O. Bus 204 
Abu BjLt Sued 
Jenin 

Td 436280-6 
Fax 436288 


Tulkarm 
P.O. Box 270 
King Hussein Street 
Tulkarm 
Tel. 676630-7 
Fax 676638 


Qalqiliah 
P.O.Box III 

Abdul Raheem Alsahea' Streci 

Qalqiliah 

Tel. 942710 

Fax 942718 


Jericho 

Qasr Hrsham Sl 
P.O. Box 152 
Jericho 

Tel. 9921310-15 
Fax. 9921319 


Gaza 

P.0 Box 91 

Omar Al-Mukhmr Sl 

Gau 

Tel. $6628$ 
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Sued Sdm Al Daimaki Bldg. 
TO. 641328.641368 
Fox. 664913 
TL* 33522 
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Tel. 97499400 
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Tel. 97872133 
Fa*. 97180594 
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tOpe rations) 

TU. 177365.177371 (Dialing Rooml 


Major branches; 


Tunis, Main Branch 
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P.O. Bux 2100. Run 1 
112 Ruwi 
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P.O. Box 4548 
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Tel. 726314.726319.726327 
Fa*. 738162 
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TO.8948663 
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14 THE STAR 


Gap widens in Mideast peace-making 

Israel accuses Arafat 


of giving signal to 


resume bombings 


Bv Barton Gellman T 

TEL AVIV—The historic 
.■•.Pw-rimenl in 
r ':;ljslinian peace. briefly 
'lu-v.vd by January's Hebron 
now appears to be in the 
,’ >rs i trouble since the two 
reached mutual recogni- 
iicii in September 1993. I 

Both halves of the grand bar- 
outlined then—security 
"nJ legitimation tor Israel, land 
•••i power for Palestinians 
now in doubt. And 
ugh the bloodshed 
-.^.ntly resumed does not 
pprnach the scale of an oul- 
of gun battles six months 
the gap between the par- 
i*. wider now. 

i! is not only the poisonous 

..rluence of Friday's suicide 

r • >n'.bing here and Israel's deci- 
• -..n to send bulldozers without 
.•:-.;ntiaiion into a historically 
\i’.h section of East Jerusalem. 

\\ jvi really worries intermedi- I 
n;s in the suspended peace , 
and has them speaking of 
. ^ cle of decline in a process 
•(, uncc described as i never- 
■ri;. is that each side is firmly 

• filing the other's highest 
r- inty demands. 

I think we're hanging by a L 
. ;i thread." said Edward G. ^ 
' ."iglon. the US consul gen- 
i in Jerusalem and chief dip- 
< • ;-uic contact with the Pales- 1 
: : » n Authority. "I personally 1 
the situation is more dan- ! 
;.r ms than it was a year ago > 
the four bombings” in 1 
:..;l that killed 59 people in 

• ;hpjary and March. 

Palestinians now universally 

.■■eve that the government or 
•■rune Minister Binyamin 
■ ....myahu intends to halt the 
r,.u\lcr of territory and power 
Palestinian hands. 

• • ven in the sober rhetoric oi 
premiership, leaving the 
\,r- in opposition aside, 

;• myahu has said repeatedly 
t there can be no compro- 
•; -a on Jerusalem, no room for 
independent Palestinian 
«:; and little likelihood he 
agree to turn over even 
•t of the West Bank to Pales- 
■■ »n rule. 

.iter alternately fearing 
myahu meant what he said 
dismissing it as bargaining 
L-.-rage. Palestinian leader 
i ,iv*er Arafat now seems to be 
■.■.,n\inccd. The turning points 
nine in twin decisions in 
••tch Netanyahu’s govem- 
, /ul made a point of refusing 
.. negotiate while acting to 
.twinge the status quo on ques- 
-ns central to the Israeli- 
Pnlcslinian talks. 

One concerned the first of 
three promised Israeli with- 
diawals from the West Bank, 
.in ribligation under an interim 
pact signed 18 months ago. 

By the end of the three with¬ 
drawals. the agreement said. 
l-.r.tcl would hold only “speci¬ 
fied military areas." Palestin¬ 
ians interpreted that to mean 
they would receive about 90 
percent of the West Bank, 
while Israelis of all parties 
tended to expect to keep more 
than 10 pcrcenL 

But Netanyahu’s govern¬ 
ment also insisted that the 
e- lent of its withdrawals, called 
•’urihcr redeployments'’ in the 
accord, were not subject to 
i-;gotiution or even discussion 
-.viih Arafat. Where his prede¬ 
cessors would have tried to sof- 
i<lii the argument and work out 
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Bombing in the heart of Tel Aviv: Did Arafat give the green light? 


a package deal. Netanyahu 
warned to force Arafat, as he 
said, to "adjust his expecta¬ 
tions" under the new govern¬ 
ment’s harder line. 

Thus did Netanyahu tele¬ 
phone L’S Ambassador Martin 
Indyk three times from the 
marathon cabinet meeting that 
decided on the size of the with¬ 
drawal-looking. an American 
official later said, for a "kosher 
certificate" from the United 
States—but he never allowed 
any member of his government 
to'discuss the matter with a 
Palestinian. 

In the end. the cabinet 
decided to cede to Palestinian 


a 


1 
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rule onlv 2 percent of the 
Israeli-held West Bank, which 


was captured by Israel in the 
1967 Middle East war. Another 
7 percent was to be transferred 
from partial to lull Palestinian 
control, but Israelis and Pales¬ 
tinians alike already counted 
that as Arafat's in the unfold¬ 
ing map of the would-be 
Palestine. 

"Two percent! Great!** Ara¬ 
fat declaimed angrily in a 
recent speech before the Pales¬ 
tinian . legislative council. 
"Does he think l am an idiot? 
Does he think 1 am drooling?*' 
Netanyahu’s second unilat¬ 
eral decision was to build a 
new neighborhood called Har 
Homa. with housing for 30.000 
Jews, on a long-disputed site 
that Arabs call Jabal Abu 
Gheneim. 

Here again, although Israel 
had pledged to negotiate Jeru¬ 
salem's future in the next phase 
of the peace talks, Netanyahu 
neither commenced those over¬ 
due talks nor discussed the new 
development with Arafat. The 
bulldozers began work a week 
ago. 

In each case Israel has a 
legal argument to explain why 
it "need not negotiate, and in 
each case the Palestinians have 
a legal counterclaim. 

But the Oslo accords, as the 
three-year paper trail of interim 
agreements between Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation Organ- 
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More Palestinians now support Hamas and the option ofarm*d struggle 


ization is called, never worked 
like contracts. They are lull ol 
deliberately murky language, 
and even those obligations that 
are precise have gone as often 
as not unfulfilled by either side. 
Whaf kept the process going 
was a sense of shared enter¬ 
prise that diminished with the 
ascent to power of a govern¬ 
ment convinced that the 
accords were, as Netanyahu 
said, "a tragic mistake." and a 
“knife in the back of Israel.'" 

Arafat’s reaction to recent 
events has reinforced the cen¬ 
tral suspicion of the Israeli 
right that he would take what 
he could from peace talks and 
then resume his campaign of 
political violence for more. 

But it is not only the right 
that is looking at Arafat with a 
new eye. The whole Jewish 
population of the country 
seems ready to return him. in 
the words of the moderate edi¬ 
tor of Maoriv. Yaakov Erez. 


• to the slot of Israel's public 
cnemv number one." 

Debate still rages over 
whether Arafat gave a "green 
light" to Friday's suicide 
bombing at Tel Aviv s Apropo 
Cafe that killed three Israelis. It 
jj, u charge that Israel levies 
and the United Slates calls 
unproved. But whatever the 
truth of that accusation, there 
seems little doubt he released 
important military operatives 
of Islamic extremist groups 
from jail. 

Some American analysts see 
the releases as a conscious 
manipulation of menace. More¬ 
over. they came alongside 
unambiguous efforts to stir up 
popular demonstrations of the 
sort that commonly turn to 
rock-throwing and then to gun¬ 
fire in return by Israeli soldiers. 

Arafat appeared lo be send¬ 
ing the message that it Israel 
tried to dictate terms. Palestin¬ 
ians would resisL For the sev¬ 


enth consecutive day Wednes¬ 
day. there were scenes of West 
Bank violence that were typical 
of the 1987-93 intifada . the 
uprising against Israeli military 
occupation of the West Bonk 
and Gaza. 

Just as Netanyahu resolutely 
refuses to negotiate on the East 
Jerusalem housing plan or the 
extent of the now-suspended 2 
percent withdrawal. Arafat is 
now refusing to discuss Israel s 
demand for an unambiguous 
quashing of fijrther violence. 

“We ~ have stopped both 
security activities {on Israel's 
behalf) and intelligence cooper¬ 
ation us a result or the Israeli 
violations of the agreement by 
continuing to establish settle¬ 
ments." Mohammed Dahlan. 
the chief of Arafat’s Preventive 
Security Service in Gaza, said 
in a news conference there 
Monday. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
Newsservice 


Jailed Saudi denies role in bombing 


By Howard Schneider 

OTTAWA—The Saudi man held here as a suspected 
participant in a bomb attack that killed 19 Americans 
in Saudi Arabia last year said Monday that he was in 
Svria at the lime of the blast and came to Canada not 
(,i avoid arrest but. like thousands of other immigrants, 
m hetter his life. . . 

Hani Abdel Rahim Sayegh dismissed with a laugh 
the contention by US authorities that he drove one of 
the vehicles involved in the deadly explosion and said 
lie is optimistic that he will be accepted as a refugee in 
C anudu. 

"The Saudi and American authorities both know I 
:nn innocent" but have implicated him in the bombing 
because he is "a Shiite and worked for the opposition 
party" in Saudi Arabia. Sayegh said. 

S-iyegh. 28. spoke through an interpreter at the 
Ottawa Detention Center, a maximum-security jail 
where he is being held as a high risk, segregated from 
i ilher prisoners. 

US authorities say Sayegh's arrest is a possible 
breakthrough in their investigation of the June 25 
truck-bombing that killed 19 US rtiilitary personnel 
and injured 500 others at the Khobar Towers residen¬ 
tial complex in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. Sayegh was 
identified as a suspect in the bombing soon after it 
occurred. US law enforcement officials say. 

Sayegh refused to comment on whether he will talk 
in FBI agents or others about matters other than his 
pending claim in Canada for refugee status. US offi¬ 
cials in Washington said that when and where FBI 
,i£cnls get to question Sayegh will depend on how 
Canadian legal proceedings play out. 

Suycgh was detained last week under a rarely used 
provision of Canadian immigration law that allows 
! oyonc classified as a threat to Canadian security to be 
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Palestinian rage in response to Netany^bu r spolicies 

Peace process crumbles 

Gordian knot 


hers of Saudi Hezbollah, which they say is a wing of 

the 5 radical Lebanese- based group HaMU that has 

lone been funded, trained and equipped by ran. 

B S ut said he is not a member of Hezbollahi andl chd 
not support violence or terrorism as a way to further 

ooiiticalends. "1 am against the bombings, he said. 

^In pan he said, that is why he came to Canada to 
seek political and religious freedom. At the time of the 
bombine, he said, he was still in Syria, but was laying 
plans to" leave for Canada with his wife and two chil- 
S- After hearing of the Khobar Towers explosion, 
he became nervous about returning to Saudi Arabia. 
5fraif That Thii.es would be targeted m any 


held pending a court hearing. At that hearing. Cana¬ 
dian authorities will have to justify their decision to 
arrest him on the grounds that he committed criminal 
or terrorist acts abroad. If a federal judge agrees, dep¬ 
ortation hearings would begin. 

Sayegh asserted that the whole affair is simply an 
extension of Saudi Arabia's persecution of Shiite Mus¬ 
lims and contended that if Canadian authorities deport 
him it would be like signing his death sentence. 

“If I would be sent to Saudi Arabia, 1 am going to 
be haring real torture and possibly death.” he said. 
“Will the Canadian authorities signing the papers he 
responsible?" 

Sayegh said he left Saudia Arabia two years ago for 
Syria to avoid harassment for his political views and 
his support for opponents of the Saudi royal family. 
He said he felt he might be singled out fer such perse¬ 
cution because he spent a year studying Islam in Iran 
in 1987.' 

Saudi officials have told US authorities that they 
believe the bombing was carried out by Shiite- mem- 


in Hh i Sfc n 'hm««r. warned to visit tar Family in 


Israett-Palestinian 


By Maijorie MEDer 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—When construc¬ 
tion of a new Jewish neighborhood began m 
traditionally Arab East Jerusalem last week, 
Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat 
warned Israel: Peace and settlements cannot 

coexist. . . . .. . 

Days later, a Palestinian suicide bomber 
blew up a Tel Aviv cafe, and Israeli Prune 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu accused Ararat 
of having given a green light t a ^terrorists. 
There can be bo peace with terrorism, Netan¬ 
yahu said. . _ _ - . 

In the Gordian knot of Israeli-Palestiman 
politics, it is always a game of pinpointing, 
blame. Now, actions on both fronts— 
settlements and violence—have brought the 
peace process precariously dose to collapse. 

Israel has all but frozen negotiations and 
said it will not proceed with its conunftmenis 
under the [**** accords until the Paksc™?^ 
clamp down on Muslim extremists. Trie Pal¬ 
estinians. saying they win not comply with 
Israel's demands as long as the Jewish state 
continues seating in East Jerusalem, have cut 
off security cooperation for the first time m 

more than three years. _ 

As the militant Islamic group Hamas rails 
I for a coup de grace to the peace process, few 
i Palestinians seem to Feel there is anything left 
in save. And 


ing up much of their iafrastructurc. But e^iy 
year, he be$an to release dozens of the . . 

militants from jaiL . . . . , WJK 

Arafat told American officials that tve vjs . | 
trying to co-opt the militant groups and draw , 
[hem into the system. He ignored 0&rwanh . 
ings that he was playing a dangerous . 

Then. Arafat held two meeting w* 
Hamas political leaders beginning Mkrco v 
that Israeli officials say son a message to . 
extremists thaL they could resume the usoof 

violence with impunity. _ 

Dr. Mahmoud Zahar, a Hamas political 
leader who attended the meetings, said Arafat.... 
expressed frustration witb the pcara prorass. 
Zahar said Hamas members argued faat _Ara- 
fat should release their military 
jail, becau se the two parties were both tigfa- 
ing Israeli settlements. .. ..’ 

The next day Arafat released, Ib rahim . 
Makadmeh, reportedly the: leader bf seefet/ 
Hamas cells that earned out., the tnw v 


believed he could estabfish an 


nuum r: . _ , • ■ , _■ _ ■ - 

independent stale witii its-capOl 

lent. Now he has tfiscovered that witl not-fe _ 


implemented. He is forced to come txck tO ‘ 
the opposition and strengthen hmtsielf^ 


said in a March 15 interview. ' ; ;,Q-: 
After Friday’s bombing- Netanyahu w. 

his ' • aides held. 


TuruL . £d Saudi village on ItaGulf. ^=-0 10 
rendezvous in Kuwait. But because Sayegh had 
already been identified as a suspect in the bombing, 
she was placed under house arresL he said, and 

has documentation to 

Pf US liw'eS^e^t officials ^fined to 
on Savcch's alibi and his claims of innocence. They 
continue^to insist that they have credibtejpwmds to 
believe he has information important to the ‘" ve f^ 
tion, and said several contingency plans are being 
developed to gain access to him. . , ^ f 

it is oossible that an interview could be delayed tor 
J*il W* if the Canadian court decides that any 
Questioning will have to await-a final determination of 
hh?tmus there One possibility under consideration at 
is to issue .a ™terial-w.o«s 
warrant for Sayegh and seek his deportation on that 
basis.theofMab-U-to*. 


in save. Ana 
increasing numbers 
of Israelis doubt 
that they have a 
peace partner in 
Arafat, who has 
gone abroad for a 
week of Arab- 
world lobbying as 
Israel braces for 
more possible 
violence. 

“To believe the 
peace process 
exists, there has to 
be a minimum level 
of peaceful rela¬ 
tions. trust and 

communication, 

and either progress 
or hope of 
progress.” said 
Ghassan Khatib. a 
political analyst and 
(Erector of the Jeru¬ 
salem Media and 
Communications 
Center. “We have 
none of these 
things-” On fire: Israeli soldiers in the West Bank 

Mistrust and mis- 
com muni cation 

between the two 

sides were rampant even before the Hamas 
suicide bomber blew up the Apropos cafe Fri¬ 
day afternoon, killing three Israeli women and 
wounding 47 other people. 

Netanyahu and his Likud Party have never 
liked the so-called Oslo peace accord of 1993 
and its sequel, the 1995 interim peace agree¬ 
ment, and they never saw Arafat as an honest 
partner in peacemaking. The Palestinians 
have believed for some time that Netanyahu s 
right-religious coalition government was pre¬ 
tending to go along with the bilateral peace 
agreements while setting them up to fail. 

The Palestinians' faith . was partially 
restored with the US-brokered agreement to 
mill back Israeli troops from most of toe west 
Bank town of Hebron in January. But that 
□uickly dissipated with Israel s decisions to 
hand over just 2 percent of toe land under its 
control in a subsequent redeployment, and to 
begin construction on a 6500-unit Jewish 
neighborhood on a hiU between East Jerusa¬ 
lem and Bethlehem. 

Palestinians saw the construction ot Mar 
Homa. as the project is known in Hebrew, as 
a serious breach of the spirit of the peace 
accords, which left volatile issues such as the 
future of Jewish settlements and control over 
East Jerusalem for later negotiation. 

Here, Palestinians said, Israel was not only 
building the fust, new settlement since the 
signing of the peace accords, but also unilat¬ 
erally determining the future of Jerusajem. On 
land where Palestinians want to establish their 
capital one day, they saw Netanyahu settling 
Jews and driving a wedge between Jerusalem 

and the West Bank. 

Average Palestinians who once supported a 
negotiated peace process began to feel they 
had little to lose from its collapse. 

in toe meantime, Arafat started a rap¬ 
prochement with Hamas and Islamic Jihad, 
extremist groups that have rejected the peace 
process as a sham from the start and that car¬ 
ried out four suicide bombings in February 
and March 1996, in which 59 Israelis died. 

Under pressure from toe United States. 

Arafat launched a sweeping crackdown on 
the Musjim groups after those bombings, 
seizing weapons and fends, arresting scores 
of their military and politicaJ leaders and bust- 



Arafat response 
Wc,\wtoilel-fte- 
Palestminns-^;-’- 
countered that _ 
N Many ahu • had ; ' 
set-off toe riq-v 
fence with ' ,Ws; 
bulldozers and 
set up/Arafat-fo 
take the fall. ■-• - 
Netanyahu . 
halted all hegatoF/ . 
tions except talks' 
cm security/ 
issues, and said 
that until-toe'Balt -\ 
estinians damped 
down on Muslim 
militants he 

would not go for ¬ 
ward with nis/ 
commitments ro 
redeploy troops . 
from rural areas' 
of .. toe Wdst ; . 
Bank, open a safe 

passageway 
between the 

West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and. 
allow the Pales- ; 
tinians to operate^ 


T 


ihe anraiers 


which esiac 
Economic C 


°* Betaiurn 


an airport in Gaza: • ' 

Palestinians said negotiations were already - 
frozen and that Netanyahu did not intend,to 
do these other things anyway. 

“In effect, toe Israelis have frozen toe 
negotiations some time ago. Instead of nego¬ 
tiating, they have tried to issue dictates,” said 
Saeb Erekat. a member of the Palestinian 
negotiating team. i; 7 

He accused Netanyahu of starting the Har 
Homa construction in order to bring the- 
negotiations to a crashing halt. Netanyahu’s 
foreign policy adviser. Done Gold, accused 
Arafat of "playing a double game"-— - 
denouncing violence while allowing it to;go .. 
forward. <•. ' 

A US official said security cooperation- i 
between the two sides has “basically brokeh‘'' 
down” for the first time in four years. - . 

“Since Friday’s terrorist attack, .the ground 
has shifts,’’toe official said. V 
In Washington, the State Department,' . 
appearing to align itself more closely with 
Israeli concerns, demanded that toe Palestine, 
ian Authority tell militants that terrorism 
against Israel will not be tolerated. Secretary t 
of State Madeleine Albright was reportedly. - 
considering sending Dennis B. ROss. the sen¬ 
ior US mediator, to toe region to try ,td 
restore calm and put negotiators back' Oh •• 
track. ! iV- 

As the political leaders traded blame, low- 
level fighting between Palestinian youths and 
Israeli soldiers continued for a seventh day J 
Wednesday in Hebron and Bethlehem. 

But even as Palestinian police stood' 
between the two sides to prevent Worse 1 
clashes, Mohammad Dahlan, Palestinian Pre¬ 
ventive Security chief in the Gaza Strip, shicT - 
that until a two-way street is established Pal¬ 
estinians will not meet Israel’s security 
demands. 

And Hamas issued a communique urging ’ 
Arabs to kill the flailing peace process. ?We 
in the Islamic Resistance, Hamas, call upon - 
our people and all Islamic, Palestinian arid 
Arab forces lo deliver the mercy'bulletto the. 
dying peace process, and to unite .efforts, in 
resisting the criminal plots of the enemy" 
Hamas said. ■ 
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Pakistan celebrates 
Golden Jubilee 

• The Pakistan Embassy in Amman 
held u reception celebrating the 50th 
anniversary (fJiilJun Jubilee) ol' the 
Independence of Pakistan. HRH Prince 
Ahtlaltah hin Al Hussein attended the 
reception that was organized by the 
Pakistani Ambassador in Amman. All 
Snrvvar \aqavi. Deputizing fur the 
Prime Minister. Dr Abdel Salam 
Majali was Deputy Prime Minister. Dr 
Abdullah Nsoor. HRH Prince Raad, 
Chier Chamberlin and the Speaker of 
the Upper House. Ahmed At I.owzi 
were anti mg the many distinguished 
personalities who attended the reception 
ih.it w.ij. held .it the InterContinental 
lintel. 



! By Haitham Ibrahim 

j Looking for the space within 

j THE ARCHAIC bus shook like a boat in a storm as »\* 
j drove through the misty morning city. A few shacks 
j strewn on the roadside, scantily dad people huddling 
j around a fire in what seemed like a scene out ol post- 
j apocalypse, all juxtaposed eerily against uur old-aged 
I and overused bus. Never mind tile pollution, never mind 
[ the man urinating in the street. I was finally in India t-> 
j learn about intuition. Eastern wisdom and higher auunr- 
| ness. As the rumbling bus made its way” through. I 
I thought of Gbandi and Nehru, how their visions'for a 


Jamil Shafiq 

An art of remote 


memories 


Anca de Maio 

Special T.i Thv Slur 

B lack and white is a 
fascinating »uli> exhi¬ 
bition «»f while etch¬ 
ings and water colors 
by the Egyptian artist 
Jamil Shafiq. it is presently 
shown at the Baludna art 
gallery. 

"Although 1 had been draw¬ 
ing and painting for a lifetime. 

I started to exhibit only in my 
early fifties.” said Shafiq. 

After graduating from the 
Academy of Pine Arts in Cairo 
in 1962 where he studied paint¬ 
ing for five years, he worked 
by himself refusing to commit 
himself to any exhibition. 

"I finally lei myself be per¬ 
suaded by friends, but I still 
feel I have made a compro¬ 
mise. I wanted a radical 
choice, cither to remain dis¬ 
creet or to become accessible 
to everybody." he confessed. "I 
still dream of on exhibition in 
open space and on the external 
walls of buildings so that all 
passers-by could see them," he 
said, at which point, he admit¬ 
ted his admiration and nostal¬ 
gia for mural art. 

Bel ore becoming a famous 
artist in Egypt, he lived and 
worked abroad as a book illus¬ 
trator. "Travelling around Iraq, 

Somalia. Morocco. Yemen. 

Tunis and working in the field 
of visual literacy was a very 
enriching human experience." 
he recalled. 

His return to Egypt in J984 
marked a moment of reclusion 
and introspection. 'The only 
thing that made me feel at ease 
was fishing” he said. While 
waiting solitarily on the banks of the Nile 
river under the moonlight, Shafiq received 
the inspiration that turned him into a real art¬ 
ist. "I would fish at night and draw during 



the day for five years without even thinking 
of exhibiting, and I was happy with my way 
of life.” He started to work as a newspaper 
illustrator and learned the techniques of 


graphic art. 

"M> juurnalisite experi¬ 
ence helped me get the 
skills, but u has nothing in 

ilu with my art." he pointed 
out "Devekipifig jn imposed 
subject is similar in transla¬ 
tion and not to creation." he 
stressed "In my opinion, art 
is primarily conditioned by 
lhe Ireedom of feelings." he 
>aid. “Thai is why I work 
only when I ani in the mood 
Sometimes l slop ,i‘»»r two 
months and then I restart I re¬ 
nd icallv." Moreover Sha¬ 
fiq’s etchings are all origi¬ 
nals. He never prints them. 
He draws directly on paper 
and not on a multipliuble 
cliche. 

Shnliq\s present exhibition 
. -J||! brings together ?K hljck and 
" ' ' white etchings and 17 water 
color pictures. His black and 
white China ink drawings 
reveal a vibrating universe 
inhabited by featureless 
anthropomorphic figures. 
Hying horses and glittering- 
eyed black cats. 

The water color collection 
combines a series nf ancient 
icon-1 ike feminine portraits 
| with a number of pictures in 
llamhoyant colors mi a 
theme emerging from Sha¬ 
fiq's childhood recallines: 

the circus. 

While the water color 
pieces nourish on the artist s 
conscious record of real 
experiences, the black and 
white surrealistic kingdom 
of androgines ;ire fusing cou¬ 
ples that conic from a much 
remoter heritage. Hallucinat¬ 
ing reminiscences of a pri¬ 
mordial time is imbued with 
the nostalgia of the golden age when the 
couple were still otic. The paiT lies dormant 
within a stone egg or under a protecting 
membrane-1 ike veil, while the organic is still 


cnvcluppcd in the mineral-like fish fossilized 
in a multi-faceted diamond. Shafiq's black- 
and-white drejm is woven in an extremely 
fine filigree made of an infinite small pen 
scratches and winding lines "The lines have 
Jitfcrcnt textures each time”, explains the 
jriist. pointing alternatively to the striped 
body of a woman in a small formal etching 
or to lhe scribbled back of a horse in anoiher 
picture with exquisite light effects. 

The haunting figures in Shafiq's dream are 
rather acquainted presences than Jcpictable 
detailed characters. Monumental like the 
pharaonic statues, man and woman live their 
love story. When they hug. the harmony is 
absolute. The man is playing an unreal tune 
while the woman is lying lavishly before 
him. He is sitting on a heavy stone chair and 
the next splitsecond. just like in a dream, he 
vanishes into the huge throne where Tutnnka- 
mon once sat. The image of the empty chairs 
is tormenting and the dream turns into 
nightmare. 

Egyptian mythology, characters and sym¬ 
bols. are resorted to in order to complete the 
compositions. The hawk might be Hunts 
himself, the black cat might be Seth. The fish 
is a pharaonic symbol too. and the mind-eye 
is another archetypal Egyptian element. The 
ucvatic presence of the Nile is essential in 
Shafiq’s "dreamscape." Even when he draws 
the desert or the oasis of Siwa. the whisper¬ 
ing of the Nile at night can still he heard. 
"The Egyptian nature with its palm trees, 
hills, dessert and the Nile, make my art more 
humanistic." the artist commented. 

The water color paintings are remarkable 
for their fresco effect. His woman portraits 
resemble old icons with hieratic eyes and the 
texture of the picture immitales the cracked 
surface of Coptic monasteries' walls. "The 
technique f employ to obtain such a texture 
consists in coloring the thin sugarcane paper 
sheet, washing, crumbling and coloring it 
jgain.~‘he said. Black, green and blue con¬ 
trast with white, red and pink in a charming 
“chiaroscuro.” 

Jamil Shafiq's exhibition will continue till 
the 2 April. His next exhibition (only water 
color work! is held in Beirut on 5 April. ■ 


EU’s 40th birthday 


Europe celebrates Treaty of Rome 


EUROPEAN Union cefe- 
one of the most important 
n modem European history, 
niversary of the signing of 
reaiies of Rome in 1957. 

established the European 
mic Community (EEC) and 
•uropeun Atomic Energy 
mnitv (Euraioni). 
led by the plenipotentiaries 
:lgium. Germany. France, 


^ ujr L * lt 

gium. Germany. France, 
uxembourg and the Neth- 
, the Treaties were the be- 


i«, of European integration 
: impetus for a new Europe 
itch national authorities 
complement each other and 
ja l transfer of sovereignty 
community level would 
independent, democratic 
an institutions hearing rc- 
>iliiy for joint action in are- 
1 as the single market, mon- 
olicy. economic and social 
,n as well as foreign and 
v policy. 

i day. it was an aggressive 
ch to create an economic 
mity built around the free 
lent of workers, goods and sennees. 
■ six founders wasted no time in ful- 



filling their vision of an economically unit¬ 
ed Europe. Customs duties on munufac- 


Abu Shakra Trading Agency 
opens a New Yves Rocher in Irbid 


A 



boutique 
ra Trading 
ring of its 
fUnivcrsi- 

ng). Sever- 
joumalisis 
iid. 

ive a brief- 
mpany. He 


said it has proved to he otic of the larg¬ 
est in Europe. The company follows a 
unique style in production depending 
on an integrated line of 100 percent 
natural cosmetics and perfumes for 
people of all flges. 

Mr Abu Shakra said that the man¬ 
agement of Helo Hamoudab shop will 
take responsibility oyer the running of 
the shop. ■ 


lured gtXHls were abolished in l‘u»S and an 
agricultural policy and commercial policy 
were in place by the clo-.e of the decade 

Their .success iii«.pircd Denmark. Ireland 
and the United Kingdom m apply tor 
membership granted in 1975. followed by 
the accession of Greece in 19X1. Spain and 
Portugal in |9Ko and Austria. Finland jnd 
Sweden in I9U5. Today. EC boasts 15 
members, with some H> applications lor 
accession pending. 

The Treaties' I'ounJatinns cm he attribut¬ 
ed to an effort initiated in l M 5t) h\ then 
French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman. 
who along with .Iran Monnel. forwarded a 
suggestion that France and Germany pool 
their coal and sled production under a joint 
authority within an organization open in 
any other European coimtrv. 

While Robert Schuman and Jean Munnet 
were very much the "founding lathers' ot 
the Community, the Benelux countries to¬ 
gether with Kuiuutl Adenauer and Alcide 
dc Gas peri played a vital role in the 1955- 
56 revival of Ilic process of European inte¬ 
gration that was launched in l"5n. 

Today, the institutional system ul the Eu¬ 
ropean Community i* ditticuh to classify. 
The EC’s mandate exceeds llwl of an inter¬ 
governmental organisation: it carries its 
own special legal Muin’- and extensive pow¬ 
ers. It could perhaps be defined as .in ud- 
vaiKvU form of multi-sectoral integration, 
its competence extending ft* the economy, 
industry , politics. citi/ero' rights, etc. ■ 


Abu Shakra launches 5th 
Avenue from Elizabeth Arden 

• The new perfume 5th Avenue from Elizabeth can now 
be bought from the Abu Shakra Trading Agency show¬ 
rooms. 

The 5th Avenue fragrance Is tailored for a woman who 
has a definite style. She is chic, confident, smart, sophisti¬ 
cated and elegant 

Successful in her own right, she is multi-faceted with nu¬ 
merous interests: career, family. Friends, fashion and 
more. In focus groups across the country women respond 
to the Elizabeth Arden 5th Avenue image from coast to 
coast they recognize the classic elegance of fifth Avenue 
and the fragrance that captures its spirit. 

5tfa Avenue is inspired by a place like no other. It is a 
modern, floral semi-oriental fragrance. 


Kuwaiti writer wins 
prize in Unesco 
competition 

A KUWAITI won a major Unesco prize for children's liter¬ 
ature in the service of tolerance. In u competition where 600 
hooks from 72 countries competed, an Arab writer, Kuwaiti 
Nair Abdul rah man Al Mutawa came in second with his 
Tn Bounce nr not to Bounce. 

The United Nations Educational. Scientific and Cultural 
Organization established the Unesco Prize for Children's 
and Young People's Literature in the service of Tolerance to 
carry the message of the United Nations Year for Tolerance 
beyond 1995. 

The prizes awarded is in recognition of works for the best 
that cmhudies the concepts and ideals of tolerance and peace 
and promote mutual understanding based on respect for 
other people and cultures. 

First prize went to British writers Kalhryn Cave and 
Chris Riddell for their book titled Something Else. The win¬ 
ning hook was published by Penguin. They also published 
AI Mutawa’> hook. 

To Bniuice or not to Bounce has sold over 4000 copies in 
Kuwait and is being used as required reading in schools 
throughout Kuwait. Further, it is being u$fd in a class 
called "Power” at Tufts University in the United States. The 
Arabic version of the hook is being published by a Saudi 
Arabian publisher Dar Al Turki Publications. 

Part II of the book titled What’s in a color? will he pub¬ 
lished in Kuwait next year. Al Mutawa graduated from 
Tuii> University with three majors in clinical psychology. 
English Literature and history. 

He is presently working on his PhD in clinical psychol¬ 
ogy in New York. The hook is available at bookstores 
throughout Kuwait. Mr Al Mutawa will be traveling to Italy 
to receive his award at the Bologna International Book Fair 
in Italy in 12 April. His book was published in April 1996 ■ 


better India were mocked by the grim and stark realities 
■ of overpopulation and poverty, (t was a reminder that 
\ standing for an ideal doesn't guarantee its prevalence. 

' But I wasn't here for polities or for contemplating tlu.- 
l depressing realities of life. My initial purpose was to di.s- 
: cover the cultural India, the land of Shiva. Vishnu ami 
‘ Buddhism. 1 was soon to discover my journey could not 
• have a purpose, at least a fixed one. in the sirangenev- 
i and vastness of the land, both geographically and culiu- 
1 rally, purposes dissolve into wonder, awe and much 
I remains enveloped in mystery. All I could do now was 
' observe, without judgement, without measuring what 1 
| saw against what 1 already knew tpsychologists call the 
; latter "transference" of knowledge, considered j hin- 
; dunce to acquiring new knowledge and experience.) In 
1 fact, the trip proved a mind stretcher, so much so. that 
| India's culture and mythology have opened for me new 
pathways of self-understanding, 
j To begin to understand Indian eulturo tor at leas! part 
! of itl. many preconceptions must he cast aside, including 
; the much cherished rationalism of our time. To begin 1 
I with, much of the Indian paths towards self- 
I understanding stem from Yoga (literally “union”). 

I which is itself built around Chakras (centers) of energy. . 
j Consider emotions, which science tells us stem from the . 

brain. In Yoga as well as in many ancient cultures, the ; 

j hean chakra is the center of emotional energy. While 

! this may seem like a preposterous proposition, it in fact j 

1 underscores our dissonance and distance from our hod- 

, ies. To rediscover the rhythm of our bodies, a return to 

j the nakedness of the self, of being alone without our 

| technological extensions is necessary. 

I Of course. 1 am not advocating a hermetic life us the 
j answer, which is both impractical and naive. Stepping J 

l back from the hustle and bustle of modern life, taking | 

i time our for ourselves to reclaim the lost connection ] 

1 with our bodies and selves is a more realistic goal. Sit- j 

1 ting quietly in your room after work, with a cup of tea in ! 

hand, away from TV and radio, might just do it. The 
important point is to cultivate inner space, a place where 
we step away from the world to be with ounxclvcx mid 
thoughts. When we are lone, and only then, will we 
taste the beauty and horror of our own inner space. , 
India’s legacy to the world. ■ I 



THE FAR SIDE 1 

By GARY LARSON ij 



“Harold! The clog's trying to blow up the house 
again! Catch him in the act or hell never learn." 



"Thag. take napkin. Got some mammoth on face." 


= SlApSjIX — 

Ignorance gives one 
a wide range of 
prob abilities. 

© Wl. Tribune Media Sendees 
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Amman reunit les opposants d’Har Homa 

%Une conference discuiani de la politique de colonisation israelienne it Jerusalem demat avoir 
lieu a Amman le 6 avriL Celle-ci devout rassembler 450 participants, dont le roiHussein & Yasser 


Arafat 



Supplement 


•. • / •' -,"V. • ,J -.~ /■ f* y « Cette conference ne sera pas qu'un lieu de discours* a declare Vun des organisateurs, Abdul 

Majid Shoman. «Elie discotera de mesures concretes permettant de defendre Jerusalem contra 
les colonies afin de preserver I’identite arabe et musulmane de la Vnie sainte*. ^ _ 

M.Shoman a precise que cede conference se tiendrait a Sport city, et serait *tme reunion arabe 
populate s’inieressant a la recente phase de la colonisation israelienne de Jebd Abou Mmeun et 

aux autres que commit la Ville sainto ‘ 

Le grand nombre de participants p rev us temoigne de I'inquietude des Arabes a propos de la 
politique israelienne de colonisation et de la volonte d'lsraSI de renforcer so maumuse sur 
Jerusalem. 

En plus de la coloaie de Jebel Ahpu Ghneim [Has Homa). Us Israihens ont en ejfet dija anntmei 

r% • j ■ leur intention deconstruired’autres colonies autourde Jerusalem afin d’augmenter la population 

en rran^ais du Mar juive de Jerusalem-Est (norre photo). 
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Pamni les 82 gou- 

vcmements qui sc sent sue- 
eddes en Jordanie. jamais un 
Premier ministre n'avail cu 
auiani dc pouvoirs que 
M.Kahariti. L’appui royal 
diuit sans preeddent ct sans 
reserve. Ic president du sgnat 
eiait son beau-frere. ceiui dc 
l‘Assemble? rrafiorw/c un de 
se s partisans, ei les dircc- 
leurs des renscignements 
gcncraux. de la Surctc dc 
I'Etat ainsi que Ic chef de i 
cabinet du roi. dexcc/fcnts 
amis et collahora/eurs. 

IJ esi ires Uiffirile 
d'expliquer comment Abdel 
Karim Kabariti s'esl fait au- 
tani d'ennemis en si peu de 
temps autre mem que par scs 
erreurs incessantes el ses 
mauiais culculs. Comment 
comprendre les raisons dc 
['explosion Je joie cxprimdc 
par la das.se politique jordu- 
nienne a I'jnnonce de sa de- 
missionProhahlcmcnt 
panic qu'Ahdcl Karim Kaba¬ 
riti n'jvait pas compris que 
le mensonge* linil toujours 
par clre dc voile?. 

Lx roi Hussein lui avail 
demando de former un cabi¬ 
net jcunc: quatre operes du 
creur y figuraicni. Le roi 
voulait I‘abandon de la pra¬ 
tique du piston: M. Kabariti 
avait nomine un de ses nc- 
veux ministre. Le roi voulait 
que ce eouvememenl soil un 
modele democratique: 22 
ministre*. sur 31 etaient des 
membre dc (a ehambre des 
deputes, cc qui pcrmcttail au 
Premier minisirc de faire 
i passer n impone quel projet 
I a\ec I'appui de sculcmcnl 19 
auires deputes. Enftn. la 
composition du cabinet ren- 
daii illusoire la tuchc primor- 
diale souhaitee par Ic roi. a 
savoir la luue centre la cor¬ 


ruption. 

Ones cn 46 annees de 
regne. le roi Hussein n'a pas 
connu que des collabora- 
leurs z6l£s el infaillibles. U a 
certainement deja du en 
gronder quelques-uns cn 
douce. Mais jamais le roi. 
repute pour son calme et sa 
patience, n'avait auparavant 
tenu a aneantir publique- 
ment un haul res pons able 
commc il fa fait la semaine 
demiere avec ceiui que J'on 
croyait jusqu'aiors intoucha- 
ble. 

La fa$on dont M. Kabariti 
a gouvemd pendant 13 mois 
ne pouvait que se retoumer 
contre (ui. Tout d'abord, sa 
mdgalomanie. son caraci&re 
autoritaire, son habitude de 
prendre les decisions i la 
place de ses ministres, 
n'dutient pas des atoms pour 
sa camire. 

Son carac&re fougueux et 
impulsif fa poussd a agir a 
maintes reprises de fa^on ir- 
responsable. en insultant par 
exemple un d£put£ paree 
qu’il avait osd critiquer une 
de ses decisions. 

Sa politique &rang£re rt- 
vdlait clairement I'dlroitesse 
de sa vision politique. Sa 
haine connue pour le regime 
de Bagdad dtait nuisible aux 
i mirths dconomiques de la 
Jordanic et a ses valeuTs mo¬ 
rales. Son 6chec dans la re- 
conqufite des pays du Golfe 
et de I'Arabie saoudite. ou 
dans le rapprochement avec | 
les Koweitiens. n'etalent pas ; 
Favorables it sa survie. Le, 
foss£ entre le peuple et le 
pouvoir, la mauvaise geslion 
des £meutes du pain, sa sou- 
daine reticence vis-i-vis de 
«Pami isn^lienv, I’irrespect 
h l'6gard du prince heritier 
prouvent \ quel point 
M.Kabariti manquait de ma¬ 
turity. et expliquent pour- 
quoi sa chute ne faisait au- 
cun dome et ne laisse aucun 


Politique interieure 

La revolution blanche avortee 


Theatre 



■y,m 



mf Sm 


U n festival i 


La nomination surprise d’Abdel Salam al Majali a mis fin d Fere 
Kabariti et a sa «revolution blancheDans une lettre tres dure , le 
roi Hussein a remercie cet homme d qui il avait confie un important 
programme de refoimes economiques et sociales. 


Depuis quatre arts, la troupe AL Fawanees 
organise un festival de Theatre independant 
Amman . Celui-ci debute aujourd’hui, ^ 

participation de deux troupes frangaiSes^ : ^^ 


Pourquoi Abdel 

Karim Kabariti a-t-il prfeente la 
ddmission de son gouveme- 
ment au roi Hussein le 19 mars 
dernier? Quel les sont les rai¬ 
sons du ton particulierement 
rude employe par le roi Hussein 
dans sa reponse a (a (core dc 
ddmission presentee par fex- 
Premicr ministre jordanien? . 

La semaine demiere. les Jor- 
daniens tentaient de lire entre 
les lignes pour comprendre ce 
retirement spectaculaire par 
rapport a un Premier ministre 
qui jourssait dun fort soutien 
royal. Abdel Karim Kabariti 
setait montre ires loyal et avait 
fait preuve dc scs talents poli¬ 
tique* bien avjnt sa nomination 
au poste de chef du gouveme- 
ment en fevricr 1996. il avait 
auparavant occupd les fonctions 
de ministre du du Travail, puis 
de ministre du Tourismc. avant 
dobtenir 1‘important portc- 
feuille des Affaires eirangeres 
dans Ic gouvcmcment de Zctd 
ben Chafccr. 

Le recent attentat de Bakoura 
qui a cnuainc la mori de sept ly- 
ccenncs israeliennes. aurail cn 
fait prccipite son depart. Abdel 
Karim Kabariti aurail alors refu¬ 
se des instructions venam du 
prince heritier Hassan. rappelant 
que le roi ctait son ^unique rctc- 
;ence». Quelqucs mots presents 
dans la lettre que lui a adressee le 
roi Hussein en reponse a sa de¬ 
mission font allusion a ce dilTe- 
rcnd. le roi Hussein prcdsant que 
(a -reference hachemite- im- 
plique egalement son frcrc. Le 13 
mars dernier, le Premier ministre 
jordanien n’avait pas accompa- 
gne le Prince Hassan sur les lieux 
dc faileniaL le roi Hussein se 
uouvani lui alors a letranger. 

Pour Jaimes observateurs. le 
conflit hient qui sc devefoppait 
entre ic chef du cabinet royal 
Aoun Khasawneh ct Abdoul Ka¬ 
rim Kahariti est a loriane de 
cette demission preetpitee. 

Limpression que laissait ces 
demieres semaines la Jordanie 
dans les m&lias 6tail plutot noire, 
et tdmoignait de nombreux dys- 
fonctionnements au niveau int6- 
rieur et extyrieur Ic mauvais 
traitement des orphelins. le lais- 
ser-aOer de lappareil administra¬ 


ti f. les lourdeurs de la justice, et 
sunout. fanentat de Bakoura qui 
a proviso!rement pond atteinte 
aux efforts diplomatiques jorda- 
niens incessanls visant 5 preser¬ 
ver le processus de paix d’un cf- 
fondrement comptcL 



Un drapeau en beme 

Pour certains autres analystes 
politiques. le depart d‘Abdel Ka¬ 
rim Kabariti eiait prevu de 
longue date, pour des raisons 
bien diti'erentes. Le regime a 
constate que I'amelioration de sa 
situation economique passait par 
Ic retablissement de ses relations 
■ avec les pays voisins. et essen- 
tiellement la Syne et flrak. Or. 
les prises dc positions dc Karim 
Abdel Kabariti dans le posse ne 
pouvaient pas permeltre un lc! 
rapprochement 
Que I les que soient les raisons 
de ce depart. la pcrsonnalii£ et le 
bifan de M.Kabariti font uu- 
jourd'hui I'objct de nombreuses 
controverses dans h classe poli¬ 
tique jordanienne. Ce politique 
rappelle. mais a unc moindre di¬ 
mension. des grands hommes 






Abdel Salem Majali 
d Etat ids que Wasli ml ci Abdul 
Hamid Choraf. M.K.ibomi ctait 
un homme lronc qui ne muclmii 
pas scs moLs. 

II etiit lerttcc. oraueilleux ei 
osm-v sur de lui. Dims sa poli¬ 
tique. il a pris dc nomhreux 
risqucs. noinmmeni avec la deci¬ 
sion d augmentation du pri\ du 
p.tin de 25tlfr cn aoul dernier. Et 
malgrc Ic fail que Ic drapeau dc 
la -revolution blanche- annoncce 


\oila l? mois soil aujourd’hui en 
bcntc. le gou\ememcnt de 
M.Kabariti restera dans les me- 
moircs. probablcmcnt pas' avam 
un cenain temps, comme emu 
ceiui qui a pris le plus de deri- 
>ion> imponontes dans la vie des 
Jordanicn> et dans celle lie la Jor¬ 
danie. ■ 


Suleiman S weiss 


Un cabinet de 24 membres 


Age dc 72 ans. Abdel Salem Majali. medecin dc 
formation, a deja occupe les fonctions de Premier 
ministre dc mai 1993 a Janvier 1995. A la tele de 
la delegation jordanienne lore de la conference de 
Madrid cn 1991. il avait ensuitc 6e charge des 
discussions avec Israel pour la signature du unite 
de paix. en ociobre 1994. 

Void la composition du gouvcmcment Jirigc 
par M.Majali qui comprend 23 membres. soil 
sept de moins que ceiui de M.Kabariti. I'nc 
femme fail panic dc cc gouvemement: Rima 
Khalaf. qui conserve son portefeuillc au mi- 
nistere du Plan. 

Abdel Salem Majali: Premier ministre. minMre 
de ia Defense 

Abdallah Ensour Vice Premier ministre. mini¬ 
stre du Dcveloppcment social 
Jawad Anani: Vicc-Premicr minisuc pour les 
AtTaires du develappemcnt ministre d'Eui pour 
les alTaires de la presidence du conseil des minis- 
trcs 

Riyad Sbakaa*: ministre de la Justice 

Fayez Tarawneh: ministre des Affaires 

etrangeres 

Bassam Saket ministre des Transports et des 
Telecommunications 

Abdul Salam Abbadi. ministre des Affsures reli- 


gieuses 


Rima Khalaf: ministre du Plan 

Tawfiq Kreishan: ministre des Affaires munici- 

pulcs. ruralcs. ct de rEnvironnement 

Munther Masri: ministre de V Education et de 

I'Enseignement superieur 

Nasser Lawzi: ministre des Travaux publics « 

du Loecmem 

Sa'adeddin Juma*: ministre d'Eiat pour les af¬ 
faires Ju Conseil des miniircs 
Nathir Rashid: ministie de I'lnterieur 
.\shraf Kurdi: ministre dc la Same 
Munther Haddadin: ministre de i'Eau et dc 
I* Irrigation 

Mohammad Saleh Horani: minisuc de 
I'Encrgie et des rcssources naturclles 
Hani Mulki: ministre du Commerce, de 
I'Industrie ei de 1'Approvisionnemem 
Suleiman Hafez: ministre des Finances 
Qassem Abu Ein: minisuc de la Culture ex de la 
Jeunesse 

Saleh Khasawneh: ministre du Travail 
Mijhem Khreisha: minisuc de I'Agriculiure 
Mohammad Kbeir Mamser minisuc du Deve- 
loppemeni social 

Akel BOatqji: ministre du Tourisme et des Anti- 
quites 

Samir Mutawe': Ministre d'Eiat pour 
rinformation 


Une vraie tradition de 
rencontre annoelte entre 
troupes de thdatre tndepeo- 
dames du monde entier s'est 
instauree depuis quatre ans a 
Amman. Grace a l initiative et 
1'effort de la troupe jordanienne 
dc theatre AJ Fawanees. dix- 
sept troupes professionnel/es 
de Jordanie. Liban. Syrie, 
Egypte. Palestine. Tunisae. 
France. Suisse. Suede, et Etins- 
L'nis. vom evoluer sur les deux 
scenes du Centre Culture! Ro¬ 
yal du 27 suS avriL 

Cinquante prodneteurs. met- 
teurs en seine, professeurs et 
critiques d'art dramatique. ainsi 
que des joumalistes arabes et 
etrangers. sont invites a parri- 
ciper" aux activiles theoriqnes 
du festival: un atelier sur la cri¬ 
tique dramatique 2 ppliqu£e et 
un seminaire sur le stanu ei les 
aspirations des troupes ind6- 
psndantes. 

• Pour pou\xtir resoudre les 
problimes dc !egi:imi:e et de 
legcliie aitxquels les indepen¬ 
dants sow confror.res en per¬ 
manence cans des sodelJs 
arabes. on a besoir. de porta¬ 
ge r nos experiences ei de se 
souienir mupie Henzentm. ex- 
plique Nl.Omran. dneaeur de 
ta troupe A( Fawanees. *Dans 
noire societe. le theatre nest 


empeche de la concretiser 
avant 1990 m, precise M. Om- 
ran_ «A lous n'avons disormais 
plus de difficultis-de cet ordre, 
metis pUadt de type financier, 
ou bien des problemes 
d'organisation *. poursuit-ii. U 
roentionne par exemple une re¬ 
duction du fimucement accor- 
de par le minis&re de la Cul¬ 
ture, de 3 000 DJ en 1996 & 
1000 DJ en 1997, ainsi que le 
re/us da mirtist&re des Finances 
-tf exempter les groupes des ta¬ 
xes Ja6roport (tous les groupes 
participent gratuilement an fes¬ 
tival <f Amman). 

Si Fannfe passce la troupe 






nard de la Palestine siSvm^ i 
tionnee par le gquvernfimM jxj^ 
raitien, qui n'a jamais ^ 

tee par Fawanees.{ca n'&aM.tni- 
des professionnels ril 
pendants, comme le rfclame 
festival),' « leur insistan&TjT? 
monter sur scene, iont (Uclto-fi 
chi le refus des participant ^ 
libanais, igyptiens. soudaned?^ 
et jordaniens de jbuer; " &8;^J 
coup, le festival a iti i/uemam- ^ 
pu deux jours*- expJJ^Je’NaaeR../^, 
Omran. . 

. «Ce n'est pas 
iforganiser an festival 
envergure et cheque antic, ? 


arc: ' 


m 


aval o rtnunan;. cfiFeismt « rr:.;. .n; 

Si Fann6e passfe la troupe rencontre cTauires dijficuiiisMWjjS: 
d*Al Fawanees n’est pas mon- rajoute-t-il. «Mcdgr£ 
tde sur scene, e'est pares que la Fawanees se rejouh a ouvrir le 
preparation du- festival ne lui festival .et de jouer pdwr~tif >^ 
avail pas Iaiss6 le temps de se public jordanien sur la-scene- 
concentrer sur one representa- principals du Centre Cutiurri . ^s^ 
lion dramatique. Et malgrg ses Royal avec fa piUce Nooi ixws.. - 
efforts sur fe plan de airnons*, confesse Nader Qta-r 
I'organisation, ie ddroulement ran. *Naus esperons &ie bes jy^r^ 
des activitds de Fannie preo6- deux semaines fetont Import- ‘^'Z r ;fT 
dente a perturbb par un ioci- ft ear de tous ce quL aiment 
denu theatre et qui c*p&aa\ dant sen- 

•L’apparition d‘un groups 
fan tome d'acteurs amateurs 
Druzxs venara d’un village du 


Anca de Maio ,>^*5 

^ • y \ ■ -.pi'-gT 


pas encore pen;u comme une 
de chases •imerdites * gene les 
esprits de beaitcoup d'erjre 
nous - contie-t-il. 

Cr&f en I9S2. Al Fawanees 
est une troupe de vinct raem- 
bres qui. depuis ses debuts, af¬ 
firms un art tranchani ec sans 
eompromis. Avec une interrup¬ 
tion entre 1986 et 1989. Ia 
troupe met en scene ehaque an- 
nee unc nouvelle piece de 
theatre ecriur par son directeur. 
«.Ai Fawanees parle a haute 
volx de politique: de religion, 
de la condition ce la femme, de 
la vie de tous les jours sans au - 
cune reiouche cosmetique ». de- 
clare-t-iL faui parfois cho- 
quer pour rendre les gens 
conciems de leur propre faqon 
d’etre >. 

•Lidee d’un festival de 
theatre date de 1986, mais un 
problems de censure nous a 


Ln 28-03: JVcwir ncatx danOrts de fa-troupe JU j, ^ 

U 29-03: Romeo a/ulietted Sarqjevq’$$■ 
U 304J3: ’Romeo et Juliette £ 

Le 31-Q3: Radio mivierne etpoisiedtltitpntpe ^tit^^m^brf 
96 (Lfcan) ; •. : ‘ 

Le 01 -Od: Autobiographic dedinbsaure duTK6fere 
Le02rO4: CdntedrSidem.dcJB: ttoupeHMoutHj.•. y *< 


TFtym 


Le 28-03: 


rtX- 'J rJnnc’l^ 'rhSflire ri*9 Ac 'fsUanrni 




Le 3 1-03:. 

U 01-0*. HiB6tii.&hA 
Le OiAMiHiHaxdc. ta t 


Portrait 

Le Pere Jaussen au pays de Moab 

«Coutumes des Arabes.au pays de Moab », le livre d’Anton in Jaussen ecrit en 
1908 et consacre aux tribus bedouines de Jordanie , a enftn ete traduit en arabe. 
Il sera publie cet automne, en mime temps que les actes d un colloque 
consacre a son auteur qui avait lieu cette semaine a Amman. 


Television 

Les memoires de 1’eau 

La television jordanienne participe actuellement a un 
important projet mediterraneen de coproduction. 
Un projet qui s’interesse a la valeur de Veau dans la 
region mediterranienne au sens large. 


"S-&23 


... 




regret. i 

Son depart permettra en , 
tout cas de tirer un enseigne- 
ment. Quand un joueur de 
poker poss&de un carr£ d'as 
d’entnSe de jeu, il est certes 
tranquille. Mais la gourman- 
dise humaine qui I’amfene i 
bluffer pour ougmemer ses 
gains petit finir par hii faire 
oublier qu'une suite royale 
peut encore le ruiner. ■ 


Souhail Swels 


«Ce livre sera tres utile 
aux Jordaniens pour connaitre 
leur histoire» confie le Dr Sami 
Nahhas, auteur de la traduction 
du livre *Coutumes des Arabes 
au pays de Moab*. traduction 
dont Vinitiative revient au Cen¬ 
tre d'dtudes et de rechercbes sur 
le MoyerhOrienc contemporain 
(Cetmoc), d’Amman. Le Cer- 
moc qui organisait les 22 et 23 
mars dernier un colloque consa- 
erfi d Antonin Jaussen. 

Dominicain fran^ais, le P&re 
.Jaussen est dlbve puis ensei- 
gnom a I'Ecole bibHque et ar- 
ch6ologique frangaise de Jeru¬ 
salem, dont il devient ensuite le 
directeur. Au toumant du 
sifecle, it passe plusieurs did d. 
Madaba d'o* il encreprend des 
expeditions dans le dbsert ll 
maitrise porfaitement 1'arabe et 
devient trfes vite famiher des tri- 
bus nomades des pays de Moab 
qui habitent entre Amman et 
Aqaba. 

Dans son ouvrage pubiid en 
1908. le F£re Jaussen ddcrit 
minutieusemem le tonctioRne- 
ment de ces tribus. notamraent 
les structures internes du pou¬ 
voir, les relations entre' les tri¬ 
bus, ainsi que le coutumes qui 
rfigjssent les ltglements des 
cbnflits.il Ces/ un ouvrage de 
refirence » expiique le 
Dr.Fran^oise Mitral, anthropo- 
logue de 1'University de Lyon. 
kScs lextes restent extrimemertt 
acluels ei riches.» 

Vingt ans plus tard, en 1927. 
le Pfere Jaussen publiera un se¬ 
cond essai ethnographique sur 
la ville de Naplouse et son dis¬ 
trict. Comme il i’avait fait a 
Madaba, il passe plusieurs &£s. 


durant les vacances sco/aires, S 
parcourir la ville pour y rencon- 
trer les grandes families et in- 
terro ger les habitants afin de 
pouvoir ddcrire leurs us et cou¬ 
tumes: ia vie privde et sociale 
des femmes, les droits et de¬ 
voirs des voisins, la collect? de 
I'impfit.... 

Le Pfere Jaussen est aussi run 
des premiers photographos k 


avoir immortalisd la region. Ses 
plaques de verre sont prfeieuse- 
ment conserves it I’Ecole bi- 
blique et ardieologique 
frangaise de Jerusalem. Et 
quelques-unes de ses photos 
sont exposdes actuellement h 
Paris, dans le cadre de 
l'exposition «Voyage en Jorda¬ 
nie** qui se dferoule h THatel de 
Ville. Ses activitds d'ethno- 


graphe et de photographe ne 
restaient cependant qu’une 
sone de passe-temps pour le 
Pfere Jaussen. Ce Pfere domini¬ 
cain dcait en effet avant tout un 
directeur d'dcole, un enseignam 
er un archdologue soucieux de 
restituer la bible dans son con- 
texte historique.B 


Claudine Assad 


Les eaux du jour- 

rtain vont offirir k t£l£vision jor¬ 
danienne l'occasion de rejoio- 
dre plusieurs pays de la zone 
mdditerrandertne au sein d’un 
projet audiovisuel pilots par le 
Centre radditerrandep de 1a 
communication audiovisuelie 
(CMCA). Cet o/ganisme base a 
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Exposition 


Muhamxned Aii 
Shakir, jusqu'au 31 
mars au Centre cul¬ 
tural frarvjais et de 
cooperation lin¬ 
guist! que. 



Theatre . 

Les 28 et 29 mars, la cothpagnie de PEneigurnene se pro- 
duira a 19h00 au Centre culture! royal dans te cadre du 
Festival international de th6&tre d'Amman. 


Le 31 mars, la compagnie du Petit matin proposera A 
19h00 un spectacle cabaret unique con?u avec des artistes 
jordaniens au Centre culturel royal. 


Une expedition epigraphique de VEcole bibtique de 
Jerusalem a Petra en 1894. 


1/Ecole fran^aise organise un loto bingo le 
vendredi 2S mars de 16h00 a 22h00 a THotel 
Forte Grand. 

De nombreux prix h gagnen billets d'avion, 
televisions, magnetoscopes, phdtocopieurs,— 


Marseille r6unit des diffuseurs 
et des producteurs de la M6di- 
terran6e autour de projets com- 
muns. 11 iaitie de no/nteeuses 
coproductions en cooperation 
avec diffSrentes televisions, 
publiqoes ou privfies, et tra- 
vaille depuis plusieurs ann£es 
sur une sdrie d'6missions intitu- 
Ide Les mdmoires de Veau. 

Six episodes sont pi6vus 
dans le cadre de cette serie con- 
saerfie au r61e de I'eau, tant sur 
les plans gdopolitique, po6tique 
qu’dcologique en Mdditerrande. 

Trois episodes ont d£j& 6t£ 
rfeaiis6s eh Tunisie, Egypte et 
Espagne. Le CMCA et la so- 
ci6te de production Les films 
du tambours de soie travail!ant 
actue Dement sur la deuxi&me 
partie de la s6rie et notammeot 
sur l'6pisode jordanien. Voiia 
une dixaine tie jours, Robert 
Thdvenot et Henri Dumolid, re¬ 
spect! vement president et di¬ 
recteur gfnlral du CMCA. sont 
venus en Jordanie en compag-' 
nie d’ Alexandre Cornu, produc- 
teur de la soci&d des Films du 
tambour de soie, pour dtudier 
les deciders details de cette co¬ 
production avec les responsa- . 
bles de la television jorda¬ 
nienne. 'Nous cherchions un 
ihkme common pour concevoir 
cette s£rie» expiique Alexandre 
Cornu. *L’eau est une idee J6- 
diratrice de la M6diterrande». 


... ■ • ..^;vTS£ 

question de I'eau (agriculture,. 
environnement, gestion^.). 
travers I'experience quotidienae . ; > 

June famiile jordanrenne <fe la - ^ 
vall6e du Jourdain. Le louinage' . 
et la realisation de cet fipisode’:-^^ 
devrait commencer sous peu, ia"’;"^^' 
sdrie complete devant eue ter^ 
minde dici le ddbut du mois d£ ’ 
juillet. ' '■ 


juiilet. , 

Chaque pays participant 
projet doit assurer la logistique 


Chroniques 

mWitonaneennes 

Lc projet du documentaire 
jordanien de 52 minutes, dont 
la realisation, a confide A 
Bernard Bcesflug, est de traiter 
les diffdrems aspects de la 


technique et matferielle de la. %i;i$ 
realisation de son Episode. En. Cjsy^- 
contrepartie, il a le droit : 

fuser i'caiserable des episodes>>!;$§ 
de la sdrie Les mdmoires- de 
Veau. Par ailleurs, ces doctK' ivs" 
mentaires seront presentes. lois 'Y viii 
de festivals iruernaiionaux tie 
documentaires, et proposes aux 
chaines de i£(£vision du tnoncte>''j.^ 
entier. . - 

ParaUfcleinent, le CMCA: iS V 
diveloppe d'autres formes 
cooperation avec les tei6visiorK^>;^ 
nwditerran6ennes, et travailler:;;; 
avec la. Jordanie sur. le pipjet cfe^^ 
Chroniques rhdditdrrarufeiincs ., . 

Il s’agit d’un documentaire deX 
26 minutes qui sera entiferetnent'^ 
realise et finance par la titihRrf 
sion jordanienne. . 

Ce projet a 6t£ confie & Saleh Ov'-j 
Madi, joumalistc et 
tour du journal en franqais, qin^ 
s'int£ressera au pro gramme 
s&lentarisation developpfi .pour'• 
les Bddouins de ia Badia. Pwnv r,S 
I'instant, sept i£J6visons i 
terranfiennes participent 1’ 
projet de chroniques. et 
root a encore, diffuser-^ 
I’int^ralitd de la sdrie.orie 
termjQfe. ■ 


Otivier Bras * 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre. 661026/7 

American Centre Library.820101 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

God he Institute.. 64199.1 

Cervantes Institute tSpanish}_610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre.639777 

Haya Arts Centre.665195 

Y.W.C.A..._. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Darat al Funun.„..6^3252 

Alia An Gallery.639303 

Baladna An Gallerv.657132 

Nabil Al Mashini The:-re . 675571 

Nabil & Hi sham's Theatre.625155 


Concord Cinema. 677420 

Plaza Cinema.8^9238 

Philadelphia Cinema.634> 44 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City. 667 ^ 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Royal Shooting Club. 73057- 

■ Royal Chess Club. 

Royal Racing Club.IW-ttH233 

Jordan Bridge Club. 

Amman Mun. Library.6*6 1 II 

Uruv. of Jordan Library.S4.»5?5 

R.S.C.N.. 83793 l/R37937 



Government Depts. 


To bosk your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 
of SAFEWAY Bldg. GSHNANA Center - Jabal AJhussien S- DOWNTOWN call S60BS7 


The Pnme Ministry...*}]; 

Amman Greater Municipality.636!11 

A on culture.-.J®*!* 1 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.666 J 4 

Culture / Jabal Amman...936391 

Education & Higher Educauon.669181 

Energy & Mineral Resources-813615 

industry & Trade.^63191 

Information.-.J}™ 

imam Ministry.' 

Justice... 


Labour. 

Municipalities & Environment 

Parliamentary Affairs. 

Planning. 

Post & Communications 

Public Health .. 

Public Works & Housing . 

Social Development. 

Supplies. 

Tourism & Antiquities. 

Transport. 

Water & Irrigation. 

Youth / University . 


.6981S6 

.641393 

.641211 

. 644466 

. 624301 

.665131 

.. .668481 

. 673191 

602121 

.642311 

.641461 

. 680100 

.b0470l 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini.664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian. 675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean .-. 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate S246 54/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German . 689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate.698851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Italian.638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/8 

Libyan .693101/3 

Lebanese .641381 

Moroccan .-. 641451 

Netherlands.-....691525/694089 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani. 686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines . 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian .814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki.-.683905/704960 

South Korean.660745/6 

South Africa.811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss. 68W16/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan.-. 671530 

Tunisian. 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States.??2i2! 

Yemen.-.64238 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.-. 694351/8 

1CRC... 688645 

UNDP/WFP.668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF.—. 629571 

UNESCO.-. 606559 
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Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Acrumcxico.694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alycmda (Air yemen).6536U1 

America West Airlines.694802 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.8944S4 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.6659W 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines..643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines. 643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 62282b 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM...622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.-.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines. 64021X1 

PI A . ... 6^5981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAirways—. 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemcnia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53-00 
RJ Right Info.(08) 53200 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 


Police. l‘>2/621111 

Civil Defence H O 1 ‘i.WWIMn 

Fire Brigade.62209W93 

Ambulance.1 1,11 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Traffic Police.... n25‘»4.V6397n? 
Traffic Accidents . .. K97467/S 

Highway Police. 787111 


Hospitals 


. .M 2441/2 
. h(i4lti4/6 
775111/26 

r .1.7227/n 
. 1*74135 
KUIMl/15 


Ai.leh Maternity .... 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali .... 

Al-Bashir. Ashr.ilK.-h 
Al-Mujsher Huspiial 
Ainal Hospital 

Ai my. Mark*. 

Htisscin Medical Centre. 81381 
Italian-Al-Muh.ijrctfii... 777101/3 
Jabal Amman M.iternilv.. 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.f.442S1/n 

Malhas. J. Amman .... 636141 
Palestine. Shmcisam .... 664171/4 
Queen Alia Hospital. .. W1224O/50 

Shmci.sani Hospital.607431 

Tlvc Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
I'niversiiy Hospital.K4?845 


General 


Amman Municipality. 84340- 

Electricity ComplainLs. 121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints.... 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.S96390 

Water Complaints.(i56390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 



Co?>i/ort 


... Hotel Suites 

Luxury : Te, j 
®. Comfort 

W Service 
i* Location 

In the of 
Sweifyieh 


Ammon 



a thamsport 


u&t (44 4tonJ(e if 


%UL 


rl-J's No 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


CARDENS ST 


Aqaba Hotels 


ALCazar . 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina I.316250 

Coral Beach. 3,35 »L 

Holiday Int i..3124-6 

Miramar.314340 


Special offer 


From I until 3® April 
Lar^e Pizu for Medhun Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 


Free Home Delivery 



The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Daroti Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 



“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal" 
"Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 



True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

TeI:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 


JUST VISIT 






Make Car 
Rental Simple 


_ . s r- - -i ■ 



Many Villas & Apartemenis 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


.’ . •>. li .• • : r 


To Advernse 





Cafe Restaurant 

Different 




Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 



THF. BIGGEST 
THE MUST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUMBERGER IN 
TOWN 

Burger. Roast. 
Chicken 


\ imntimh Vlmimawamh Su 



NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 



. r r rf--f. .• 

" 's~ ■ 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyxah Girls School 
Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:JOp.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


i tj * ~ t t i2 t_r 


■* * * 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 





. . .. ... 



. _L'.'-2r:;se 
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;■ 'I L_ J r . Cli » - 

The Best PIZZA 

.IS - 

in Jordan 

11KNF-IN.TVKK WAYX PBJVKIO i 
Mcivj rit. Jah*r Trade Cenlcr 







^ 'r .r r ."-* 1 b ^ l . 



Cakes & Pastries 
7lhdrele. Tel. 820099 



* Professional Drycleaniag 
•Shoes Repair 
•Darning 
•Engraving 

•Upholstery & Car pet Cleaning 
Al . Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 & 821656 




witLc 


/Ia 

COlltCHON 


Rift SI7FS l«!raangn l 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center , Mecca St Phone: 821656 & 814714_ 


carriage caRRIAgT ^ 

MwwrT c r 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Jr --* Jk Hd-lt'T' i3 


- » - .-"J . 

•J y j.-'— ■ 


Wasfi Al- Tal SL 
Tel: 695180 
Fax: 682525 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


we offer:- v 

❖ Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check . f. 
a Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintenance ; - _ 

4-Oil Change ' 

Wasfi Al-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525_ ' 


i v 



Not all “ cafe’s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


as 


Air Shmeisani, Near Ata Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg . Tel698005 
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The converging telecommunications, computing 
and audio-visual industries: 

An evolutionary phase 
in the making! 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special Ip The Star 

WHEN DARWIN formulated 
his theory of evolution, his 
immediate concern and 
area of study was living 
organisms and the natural 
selection leading to their 
evolution. Darwin's the¬ 
ory was. and still is. con¬ 
tested by many due to its 
implications of established 
and mainly religious dog¬ 
mas on creation. While 
Darwin's claims on bio¬ 
logical evolution caused i 
great controversy, the 
experts heralding a great 
evolutionary process that 
is blurring the lines 
between, the once distinct, 
telecommunications, com¬ 
puters and entertainment 
industries, will surely have 
their predictions readily 
accepted. This is mainly due 
to the fact (hat these predic¬ 
tions are based on current tan¬ 
gible developments that point 
to (his logical conclusion. 

The Gcne\ a-hased Informa¬ 
tion Telecommunication 
Union has recently released a 
report on "the changing role 
of government in an era of tel¬ 
ecom deregulation" which 
thoroughly discusses the con¬ 
vergence of these industries. 
The jest of the report is con¬ 
cerned with the implications 
of such con\ creence of "con¬ 
duit and content." Whilst in 
older times there was a clear 
distinction between the news¬ 
paper and the telephone line, 
nowadays the newspaper is 
hosted on the Internet in digi¬ 
tal form and i> transmitted 


over phone lines. By the same 
token, the old classifications 
on the type of information as 
“voice, data or images" has 
became irrelevant as they arc 



all transmitted in a stream of 
digital bits. Finally, the Inter¬ 
net—the network of all net¬ 
works—is now used to relay 
phone calls between its users 
which bs pass the regulated tel¬ 
ecommunications services. 
These examples of conver¬ 
gence carry with them sub¬ 
stantial implications on cur¬ 
rent regulation standards or 
coordination efforts. 

This is because the current 
regulations in the world's dif¬ 
ferent countries follow certain 
guidelines that are increas¬ 
ingly viewed as "outmoded" 
by the converging industries. 
These guidelines are mostly 
sector specific and arc either 
national or multilateral: phone 
services and the issues of 
monopoly and competition are 
regulated’ in each country by 


its sovereign government and 
arc coordinated with other 
countries through international 
telecommunications agreement 
assigning radio frequencies 
and/or commitments made 
in the context of interna¬ 
tional treaties and organiza¬ 
tions such as the WTO 
negotiations on the trade in 
telecommunications 
services. 

How outmoded the regu 
;.-Tw-;JVMaEj; laiions is made clear by 
many examples, some of 
i which are: While long dis¬ 
tance phone carriers are 
still heavi|y regu(ated in 
most of (he w'orld. the 
52iP Internet's phone is not. 
i' 1 Prim media and national 
TVs are subject to con- 
.0, siraints on content whereas 
the internet and satellite 
broadcasting are out of con¬ 
tent regulation's reach and can¬ 
not be easily regulated. Fiiully. 
whereas international telecom¬ 
munications markets are in a 
flux of competition between 
the big players, national ser¬ 
vices in many countries arc 
still monopolistic in nature. 

This convergence and its 
clear implications on the regu¬ 
lations governing the three 
industries of telecommunica¬ 
tion. computing and audio¬ 
visual emenainmen! make it 
imperative to come out with 
modern regulations and poli¬ 
cies that reflect the new para¬ 
digms being set. This also has 
serious implications on strate¬ 
gic planning for infrastructural 
works in many countries. This 
is particularly the ones with 
less developed infrastructure as 
thev will have to see how the 


JTC selects CA-Unicenter/TNG as 
its enterprise management software 


AS PART of its aim to 
upgrade its IT services. Jordan 
Telecommunication Corp.. 
(JTC) recently signed a signifi¬ 
cant and strategic agreement 
with .Ionian's Compurer Appli¬ 
cation and Techni¬ 
cal Services com¬ 
pany (CATS1 who 
are agents of the 
American global 
software company. 

Computer Asso¬ 
ciates International 
Inc. fCA). Accord¬ 
ing to the agree¬ 
ment. signed last 
February. CATS will supply 
JJC with CA-Uniccmer/TNG. 
the most developed enterprise 
management software solution. 

JTC's decision to adopt CA- 
UnicenterTTNG is in line with 
its plans to modernize and 
develop the computer and 
information services oil over 
Jordan. This hiehlv efficient 


and integrated software will 
enhance JTC's IT manage¬ 
ment capabilities providing 
security management. Ftle and 
Spool management, back-up 
management, and workload 
management. 

- —. Advanced 

j Help Desk 
i facility 
1 among others. 
| Initially CA- 
] Unicenter/ 
i TNG will be 
■ deployed on 

-— 30 Nf serv ers, 

four DEC 
VAX Alpha servers and 400 
PC stations all over the coun¬ 
try. The solution will also 
include automated software 
delivery, iwide area network 
and local area network man¬ 
agement. js well as Internet 
and Intranet support. 

The uniqueness and com¬ 
petitiveness of the C.A- 


2 P 

^aMMramvmsrr 

(ZOMPUTER' 

Associates 

Software aupcbr fry dmugr 


Uncemer/TNG is expected to 
set the JTC on the right nark 
towards securing better facili¬ 
ties for the software services 
and IT resources in Jordan- 
Tbis fact is being proved by 
the global success the system 
has achieved in the world 
market. _ . 

The CA-Unicenter/TNG is 
designed exclusively to meet 
the ambitions of companies 
worldwide. It offers solutions 
for their existing system 
including networks- dezabases. 
applications, software and 
hardware. 

With its unique real world 
interface that uses 3-D graph¬ 
ics. the system introduced 
innovative business concepts 
to manaae IT resources. 
CATS and CA are committed 
to provide training and imple¬ 
mentation services to JTC to 
ensure the success of this 
ambitious project. ■ 


AROL expands ‘country networks’ 


ARABIA ON LINE has wit¬ 
nessed much expansion in its 
‘AROL country network.' 
Following Emirates.On.Line 
and Jordan.On.Line. two new 
members have joined the net¬ 
work: Qaiar.On.Line and 
Lebanon.On.Line. 

Qatar.Gn.Line caters to 
specific needs and demands 
of business and culture in 
Qatar, while preserving the 
look and I'cel of Ara- 
oia.On Line. Qaiar.On.Line 
is managed and handled by 
Horizons Media and Infor¬ 
mation Services, which is a 
pioneering company in the 
fields of advanced medij sys¬ 
tems and interactive web¬ 
page design jmong other scr- 


convcrging technologies and 
industry can help (hem make 
their leap to a streamlined and 
efficiently run infrastructures. 

The flux of change prom¬ 
ises to make the new century 
full of technological break¬ 
throughs comparable in signif¬ 
icance to the introduction of 
the radio, the telephone and 
the personal computer. With 
the technological evolution 
school of thought, there is not 
much discord on the observa¬ 
tions and conclusions. The 
biologists, like Darwin, must 
he envious. ■ 

email: 

Abbassi@netii.cora.jo 


vices. Qaiar.On.Line features 
three different newspapers 
from Qatar in the news sec¬ 
tion. Both Af Ruvi! and Al 
W'Miin are Arabic dailies 
while Gulf Times is Qatar s 
only English language news¬ 
paper to go on-line. Also, in 
the news section is the Arab 
world's first specialized 
news channel. Al Jazira satel¬ 
lite channel. 

The Business Section in 
Qatar On.Linc includes a 
number of prominent Qatari 
companies. Also, the Busi- 
ncss Section includes the 
Gulf Business Explorer 
which is a directory of all 
businesses in the Arabian 
Gulf. Already, the site of the 
Oatjri Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs is presented in the 
governmental section of 
Qaiar.On.Line. It offers com¬ 


prehensive information on 
Qatar and its news. 

Moving onto Leba¬ 
non. On. Line. it is managed 
and handled by Automation 
& Computer "Technologies 
i ACT). Labanon.On.Line 
caters to the specific needs 
and demands of business and 
culture in Lebanon and aims 
to provide users worldwide 
with information on the 
country including news, busi¬ 
ness. tourism, education and 
more. AJi in all. there are 12 
sections covering various 
types of information which 
are of interest to readers and 
users of all ages and back¬ 
grounds. Qatar. On. Lne can 
be accessed ax hrtp:// 
www.qatar-online.com and 
Lebanon.On.Line can be 
accessed at http:// 

ww w .lebanoR-online.com. ■ 


Arabic Windows NT is on the way 

Microsoft has announced, through its regional office, 
that an- Arabic version of Windows NT- is lb be 
introduced. 

Windows NT is a 32-bit operating system aimed to 
serve power users and tipped to present the future of 
operating systems. Being a complex system itself, the 
Arabization procedure is also challenging, which 
explains the time it Is taking Microsoft to finalize the 
product For now, Microsoft's latest Arabized product 
is Internet Explorer, which the company is offering 
free. For more information on Microsoft products, con¬ 
tact Specialized Technical Services (STS) on telephone 
-427622. ■ 


Rounding up the world of soccer 
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INTERFACE 

BY ZEiD NASSER 

Do we need ‘Network 
Computers 1 * 

THE *NETWORK Comparer' has been a @ahi topio.of d*s~ 
cussion in die information technology indnstry ovet ihe 
past year or so. To many, it remains a mysterious concept 
and it seems that most attempt* to explain i&tfkW&WQtk 
Computer’ is. end upby portraying someffi^g j&bT sift a 
computer at air? „ v, 

So. what’s tire story behind it? What 
already available? Is it really acomparctoheg^Wt^ 5 . J 
Well, the story behind the 
simple. If people want ro log mro flre lnt^ 
nicate with each other, why do dfey-need'thO^i^^e^^ 
lars worth of personal comparer equipments?;- Ar-.VT-: - 
Instead, all they- need is a; cut-down, cpmtSfifthM 
machine with a keyboard, modem, and-almost no'^td ^ 
capabilities. The result is a machinewbixb abcait$$ODj>;J 
The attraction of this idea and the huge potential if-co 
have, cashing in on the Internet craze, hasqsrompceif; 
leading computer and electronics mamifacturers tf lp;^c[6pt 
the idea immediately. Already. Sun Microsystems "has 
introduced its ‘Network Computer; 7 - for exaxopre. j 
However, a new andirueresting angleerijergesd^loqg^tiKr; 
way of developing these machines. Why box allow town fjp\ 
hook up to a home television set fsaying iheredstS df^mSSr/ 
tors) and why not turn them into 1 typical ttome- appliaacbs^' 

After all. everyone is Interested in the Tptisibet and commir-:’ 
nications. Communicating and navigating vs j«ut of house- : 
hold entertainment. This was the fmihfwhttt ihese netwoifc' 
computers began , to’ take the' form oft'networking boxes. - 
looking pretty much like the set-top units .aiongtfcfr the ’ " 
of satellite dish decoders and cable TV boxesr- 
Already. companies tike Acorn and Nokia -have .i 
duced their ‘network boxes.’ These cotrie With' rbtBOfei 
trol units, instead of keyboards'; and allow you to na\ 
the worldwidew& through a unit that feds, little .tike^ 
computer. These units are priced at about $700 
some cases, provide expansion options; allowing you-y 
hook up keyboards to other peripherals, ;.turhing':&<' 

‘boxes’ into almost full-fledged computers.- : 

Technically, these units are quite capable to effeergve fy 
navigate the Web, as they are equipped with enoughba^^^!^^j 
memory (about 16MB) and delivers speed With .wv5ne«g^x^-T}^.i| 
Pentium processors inside. However, critics belfevc 
these systems need to be better equipped- tb lraad^J 
advanced software versions, like' Netscape 3.D./AI^fr?6s£ 
systems are simply ‘browsing’' boxes (hat cto nm -eUqW 
tiers to store anything. So. the lack of. storage 
also means you cannot run other applications sinjuharie-" 
ously. In addition, utilizing a television for displayjdBlivc^s' 
low resolution that is not suitable for text. ; .''rS’f.-i 

These points and more, present serious cSaUepg« 
whole idea of 'Network Computers.' and, are vie wed I as? 
simple ‘technicalities’ that will be solv'ed^^ with. 
menis and new models. In any case, (he main question 
whether users will believe in ‘Network Computers’ 
adopt them. Consider the needs of users; to; answer 
question. Do users simply want an Intemet Jiayigation,wMf •** * 

with communicating capabilities, or .are- yoii_ wilting.;4e 
throw in the extra S700 to SlOOO-io enjoy 4he woader^o?j 
multimedia, personal computing that delivers’ so-' much] 
more to you and your family? It is "somewhat eariy^ai^^fs^'Ny 
deem ‘Nerwork Computers' as impractical Veplaqenj^E^fcv^^ 
for personal computers, after all they are 
whole new audience which, is not prirnarily mtert^ted-itfl 
personal computing. It’s a sort of tridcio break any *& 
puter phobia’ that some people may srili feel by proVici 
something that looks like a home appllajice'. and fe^ you 
surf the ImerneL It’s not such a bad prospect to be§iri iM^ 

But it will take time to develop into the fom^ priceTa^L Vjjp 
functionality that we are all hoping-for. EV • 










By Alex Johnson 
The Americas 

■ Argentina: Jose Luis Chib- 

vert cost his team, Velez Sair¬ 
field. a same last week when he 
missed "two penalty kicks in 
(our minutes in a J-0 loss to 
Union Santa Fe. Chilaven. 
who'5 scored 13 goals during 
his career with Velez, missed in 
the 79th and S3rd minutes, 
which left Velez seventh the 
Argentine Clausura 

championship.... 

Last weekend’s River Plate- 
Boca Juniors grudge match. 
South America's answer to 
Barcelona-Real Madrid, was 
one of the more memorable in 
recent seasons. Two Boca 
players were ejected as the 
team squandered a three-goal 
lead and had to settle for a 3-3 
tie in Buenos Aires. River, 
which is still undefeated, had 
given up only one goal in its 
previous five games, but it con¬ 
ceded three in the first half- 
hour and looked dead before 
charging back in the second 
half. 

■ Brazil; A sign that change is 
coming to the world champi¬ 
ons. National team coach Mario 
Zagallo named Jardel in the 
squad for this week's home 
exhibition against Chile. Jardel, 
a striker for Porto in the Portu¬ 
guese league, has only one cap. 
for a five-minute appearance in 
an exhibition several years ago. 


■ Costa Rica: National team 
coach Horacio Cordero pro¬ 
tested FIFA's appointment of a 
Canadian referee for last week¬ 
end's World Cup qualifier with 
Ihc United Stales. Canada is in 
the same qualifying group, 
which looks like it’s shaping up 
as four teams fighting for the 
third qualifying spot behind the 
Mexico and the United States. 
Two of those four teams arc 
Costa Rica and Canada., and 
Cordero insisted chat an official 
from a non-participating coun¬ 
try should have been chosen 
since a Costa Rican loss would 
have been in Canada's best 
interests. Although the issue 
turned out co be moot, since 
Costa Rica nevertheless won. 
3-2. two non-calls on US tack¬ 
les that many neutral observers 
thought should have resulted in 
Costa Rican penalties raised a 
few eyebrows. 

■ Jamaica: The national team 
threw in the towel in an exhibi¬ 
tion against Bolivia last week¬ 
end, losing 6-0 in Oruro in a 
game that saw the Jamaican 
players give up in the altitude. 

■ Peru: The national anthems 
won't be played before next 
week’s World Cup qualifier in 
Lima between Peru and Ecua¬ 
dor, which fought a brief war 
two years ago. Officials said 
they feared that the anthems 
might inflame nationalist 
sentiment. 

■ United Stales: Major League 



Soccer decided io jump ahead 
of its own business plan and 
expand next season to Miami 
and Chicago, bringing the 
league to 12 teams one year 
ahead of schedule. The addition 
of both cities, especially Chi¬ 
cago. the country’s second- 
largest TV market, is expected 
to help Major League- Soccer 
negotiate a better television 
deal when its current contract 
expires next year. 

Paul Caligiuri. the former 
national team defender who 
claimed that MLS reneged on 



an agreement to assign him to 
Los Angeles, won his breach of 
contract claim last week. He 
was awarded $100,000 by an 
arbitrator and won an order 
that Columbus transfer him to 
Los Angeles, with whom he 
could begin training as early as 
this week. The league said his 
contract will not count against 
Los Angeles's salary cap or 
roster limit, which means Los 
Angeles, which rival clubs 
already believe has been the 
treated with favoritism by the 
league, picks up an interna¬ 
tional-class star for absolutely 
nothing. 

Europe 

■ UEFA: UEFA, the govern¬ 
ing body of European soccer, is 
considering killing off the 
unloved Intertoto Cup. by 
which mediocre teams uy to 
enter the UEFA Cup by the 
back-door expedient of a sum¬ 
mer tournament. UEFA Gen¬ 
eral Secretary Gertiard Aigner 
wrote in UEFA’s March bulle¬ 
tin that there’s just not enough 
interest to sustain the tourna¬ 
ment: complaining that their 
teams already play far coo 
many games, the English, Ital¬ 
ian and Spanish federations 
already refuse to cake part. 

England; The post-Keegan 
breakup of Newcastle United 
has begun- New coach Kenny 
Dalglish wilt almost certainly 
dismantle much of the offense- 
heavy club that Kevin Keegan 
left him, but at least one .player 
has beaten him to the pimeh. 
David Ginola. the French inter¬ 


national whom Dalglish has 
benched six times since taking 
over because he couldn’t 
define "tackle.” much less 
make one, has formally 
requested a transfer. Ginola, 
who was already in trouble for 
criticizing Dalglish's strategies 
after Newcastle was beaten by 
Monaco in the UEFA Cup 
(“You call that football?" he 
said on French television), cut 
all hopes of a reconciliation by 
Failing to show up for practice 
last week. 

■ Germany: National team 
captain Jurgen Klinsmann said 
he'll exercise an escape clause 
in his contract and leave Ger¬ 
many after this season. **f don’t 
seem to fit in here," Klinsmann 
said of Bayern Munich, which 
is nearing the end of another 
characteristically tumultuous 
season in which Klinsmann 
feuded with Lothar Matthaus 
and team President Franz 
Beckenbauer blew his top and 
trashed (he club in public. “I 
wanted to tell Bayem now so 
that they can plan for the 
future." 

■ Holland: Fortuna Sittard 
midfielder Mark van Bommel 
made Dutch soccer history last 
week when he became the first 
player ever sent off before he 
even look the Held. Van Bom¬ 
mel was warming up to come 
in as a substitute when he 
stoned insulting a linesman 
over a penalty call that put PSV 
Eindhoven 1-0 ahead. The 
linesman reported Van Bom¬ 
mel to the referee, who showed 
him the red card. PSV held on 


for the 1-0 win to stay in first 
place. 

■ Italy: European champion 
Juventus looks ready to resolve 
its unhappiness with the Delle 
Alpi stadium in Turin by pick¬ 
ing up and moving, perhaps to 
Bologna. Crowds at the Delle 
Alpi. which is seven miles out¬ 
side of town, have been poor 
ever since it opened in time for 
the 1990 World Cup, and 
Juventus got a raw deal on the 
money end, having to pay up 
more than $2 million a year in 
rent without getting a cut of. 
advertising revenue. Juventus’s 
concerns reached such a point 
that it moved it’s home leg of 
the European Super Cup all the 
way to Palermo because it 
knew it could draw a bigger 
crowd there then at home. In 
fact. Juventus. the most popu¬ 
lar club in the country, could be 
almost sure of making more 
money anywhere in Italy out¬ 
side Turin. 

■ Romania: First Division 
Rapid Bucharest, accustomed 
to belter than its current sev¬ 
enth place, fired coach Ion 
Dumiuu in favor of former 
Rapid star Form Marin. The 
club's president said seventh 
place was inexcusable given 
the money the team invested in 
new players. 

■ Spain: After the team's 
embarrassing recent elimina¬ 
tion from the Spanish Cup by a 
Second Division club. Espan- 
yol fired coach Vicente Miera. 
Espanyoi, which is perpetually 
in the shadow of crosstown 
rivals Barcelona, was in 20th 
place when it made the move, a 
bitter disappointment after its 
fourth-place finish last season. 
Assistant coach Paco Flores 
takes over in the interim. 

Africa 

■ Burkina Faso: Preparations 
for next year’s African Nations 
Cup finals are on track, with a 
delegation from CAF. the Afri¬ 
can confederation, giving orga¬ 
nizing efforts a clean bill of 
health last week. The delega¬ 
tion. led personally by CAF 
President Issa Hayatou, 
inspected fields and facilities 
across the country, and after¬ 
ward Hayatou reported that 
“we found the results very pos¬ 
itive, and we are proud to say 
so." 

■ Egypt: Fan unrest over Zam- 
alek's recent struggles in the 
league— its 12-point lead has 
dwindled to two in the last 
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week—culminated last week 
with 30.000 angry supporters 
gathering outside the club’s 
headquarters to protest. The 
scene got ugly enough that 
police had to be called out to 
prevent a riot. 

■ Zambia: Captain Kalusba 
Bwafya quit the national team 
because of criticism of the 
team’s recent results, most 
recently the scoreless tie with 
South Africa in a World Cup 
qualifier. Bwalya, 33, who's 
playing in Mexico with Amer¬ 
ica, will long be remembered 
as the man who led Zambia to 
the brink of qualifying for the 
World Cup finals in 1994 after 
almost the entire national team 
was wiped out in a plane crash. 

Asia 

■ South Korea: Historically, 
South Korea has had a far bet¬ 


ter record than Japan, but as the -: 
two nations make preparations^ 
to co-host the 2002 World Cups , 
South Korean soccer officials; 
recognize that they risk bwpg 
overshadowed, especially 1 
Japanese soccer advances.qh^* 
the back of the 7-Leagu<i ; ^ 
Accordingly, the federation has ■?{ 
parted with national team coach V t 
Park Jong Hwan. The news-jx 
coach is Bum Kun Cha, who^^ 
much better known from.fc?'^^ 
successful career in the German_Ae 
Bundesliga. ' 

■ Vietnam: Nguyen Duc TlrodL^' ~" 
and Mai Tien Dung of 
Police were suspended 
and two games respecti velyTcrr-^ 
kicking and punching oppo^ ^ 
nents in. their match with, the.^3 
army team a week arid 
ago. ■ v * 

LA Times-Washington Post.Ti 
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RACJ holds speed race TS 



Tomorrow, Friday, 28 March, the Royal Automobile Gab ofJor- ^y^T 

dan is holding the second round of the charnpionship for theSpced^;*' . 

Race for 1997. This is taking place on the ground of the Sports _ 
Cars Complex in Madaba. This is the first in a four prat hue .1 

wUl be held in the Madaba. complex. Preparation for the race has 
been well underway and registeration was completed last Wedries- ^ jR-. 
day. This race is the first of Us kind in Jordan. V- E 
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